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An  Impartial. 


/3 


RELATION 


OF  THE 


Firft  Rile  and  Cauie 

O  F  T  H  E 

Recent  DIFFERENCES, 

1  N- 

PUBLICK  AFFAIRS, 

/ 

In  the  Province  of  ^  vrth-Ca- 
rolina  j  and  of  the  paft  Tu¬ 
mults  and  Riots  that  satcly 
happened  in  that  Province. 

* 

I 

Containing  mod  of  the  true  an.i  genuine 

Copies  of  Letters,  MeEages  and  Reinor.il  lances, 
between  the  Parties  contending  —  By  which 
any  impartial  Man  may  eafily  gc  .  -  ? nd  fee  the 
true  Ground  and  Reafons  of  tl  *  -raftion 

that  univerfally  reigns  all  over  J  Piu  .ace  in 
a  more  or  lefs  Degree. 


Printed  for  the  Compiler.  1770. 
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( 


TO  THE 

/ 

READER. 

i 

TH  E  Author  dees  not  think  it  necefja- 
x  ry  to  fet  his  Name  to  this  Work ,  as 
it  contains  Copies  of  Juch  Letters  and  Pa¬ 
pers  that  paffed  between  the  Parties  at  Dif¬ 
ference,  with  Minutes  of  what  puffed  at 
fever al  Courts ,  in  View  aitd  Hearing  of  the 
Publick  *,  and  other  Matters  of  Faff,  that 
are  fo  yoell  known  in  that  Province  ( for 
whofe  ufe  it  is  chiefly  defigned)  that  thePruth 
of  the  Whole,  I pre fume,  cannot  be  attempt¬ 
ed  at  to  be  denied .  But  if  it  fhould  happen 
other  wife',  this  I  am  fare  of,  that  I  never 
can  be  conviffed  in  myfelf  of  wilfully  or 
knowingly  either  to  have  concealed  or  fet 
forth  one  Untruth.  And  like  wife,  that  1 
have  been  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  whole 
Affair,  that  I  think  no  one  Man  in  the 

Province 
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Province  could  give  a  better  Relation  of  the 
Matter . 

It  would  exceed  the  Bounds  of  what  I 
could  be  able  to  pay  for  Printing  to  give  a 
Copy  of  all  the  Papers r  as  there  were  jo  ma¬ 
ny  Perfons  on  each  Side  employed  in  Writings 
and  addrejfing  the  Inhabitants ,  in  order  to 
gain  the  ftrongeft  Party.  But  fuch ,  and  fo 
many  of  them  as  were  figned  by ,  and  in  the 
Name  of  the  Body  of  the  People ,  who  aftem- 
bled  in  publick  Council ,  and  fuch  as  were 
written  to  them  again  by  publick  Authority , 
I  have  not  omitted  any  that  I  could  procure^ 
the  Copies  of.  And  fuch  as  I  heard 
of  but  could  not  procure  the  Copies ,  I  have 
mentioned  in  their  Order. 

I  fhall  add  no  farther  Preface  or  Apolo¬ 
gy  to  this  iVork ,  but  fubmit  the  fame ,  in 
Confidence  that  my  Aim  is  the  Good  of  all ,  and 
every  honefi  Man ,  and  the  Detection  of  Hy¬ 
pocrites  and  Rogues  of  the  worjt  Sort ,  wha 
rob  and  plunder  Provinces ,  under  Colour  of 
Law  and  Authority ,  to  adminijler  Juft  ice. 


An 


(  5  ) 


An  Impartial 

RELATION 

OF  THE 

w  .  *  4  »  v'.  4  •  *  *  1 

Firft  Rife  and  Caufe 


OF  THE 

4 .  ,  / 

Prefent  Differences  in  Publick 

Affairs  in  the  Province  ot  North - 
Carolina ,  £5? r. 

IN  County  the  firft  Difturbance  is  ge¬ 

nerally  afcribed  to  have  arifen  ;  but  Granville 
and  Hail* fax  Counties  were  deeply  engaged  in  the 
fame  Quarrel  many  Years  before  Orange:  So  that 
it  may  be  neceftary  to  give  a  few  Paragraphs  out 
of  feme  of  their  Papers,  to  fhew,  that  it  was  the 
fame  Grievance  and  Oppreffion  that  incenfed  all  the 
Counties,  without  correfponding  with  each  other. 

- - For  though  Granville  County  had  been  at  \\  ar, 

as  it  were,  fome  Years  before  the  Disturbance^  in. 
Orange ,  yet  we  never  heard  cf  it  till  it  broke  out 
in  Orange . 

The 
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The  Paragraphs  in  the  Granville  Paper  runs  as 
follow, 

“  A  ferious  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of  GranviU 
le  County,  containing  a  brief  Narrative  of 
“  our  deplorable  Situation  by  the  Wrongs  vve 
“  fuffer, - 

“  And  fome  necelfary  Hints,  with  refpedt  to  a 
€i  Reformation. 

i  —  *  *  .*  >-#  w  * 

<c  Save  my  Country ,  Heavens ,  Jhall  be  my  lajl . 

Pope. 

Then,  after  treating  on  the  Nature  of  Law  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  of  our  Conliitution,  in  Praife  of  it,  he 
proceeds  thus.— — = 

/ 

<c  Well,  Gentlemen,  it  is  not  our  Form  or  Mode 
of  Government,  nor  yet  the  Body  of  our  Laws 
that  we  are  quarreling  with,  but  with  the  Mal¬ 
practices  of  the  Officers  of  our  County  Court, 
and  the  Abufes  that  we  fuffer  by  thofe  that  are  im- 
powered  to  manage  our  publick  Affairs  :  This  is 
the  Grievance,  Gentlemen,  that  demands  our  feri¬ 
ous  Attention. - And  I  (hall, 

“  Thirdly,  Shew  the  notorious  and  intolerable 
Abufes  that  has  crept  into  the  Practice  of  the  Law, 
in  this  County,  and  I  doubt  not  but  into  other 
Counties  alfo  ;  though  that  does  not  concern  us. 

In  the  firft  Place,  th^re  is  a  Law  that  provides  that 
a  Lawyer  fhall  take  no  more  than  Fifteen  Shillings 

for  their  Fee  in  the  County  Court. . . Well, 

Gentlemen,  which  of  you  has  had  your  Bufinefs 
done  for  Fifteen  Shillings  ?  They  exadt  Thirty  for 

every  Caufe  :  And  Three - Four  -  - 

and  Five  Pounds  *  for  every  Caufe  attended  with 
the  lead  Difficulty,  and  laugh  at  us  for  our  Stupi¬ 
dity  and  tame  Submiffion  to  thefe  D — m — d,  &c.5> 

Another 


*  Their  Fees  in  cur  Superior  Courts  is  almojl  as 
many  Hundreds . 
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\ 

Another  Paragraph  runs  thus  in  Subfiance. 


“  A  poor  Man  is  fuppofed  to  have  given  his 
Judgment  Bond  for  Five  Pounds  ;  and  this  Bond 

is  by  his  Creditor  thrown  into  Court. - The 

Clerk  of  the  County  has  to  enter  it  on  the  Dock¬ 
et,  and  iflue  Execution,  the  Work  of  one  long  Mi¬ 
nute,  for  which  the  poor  Man  has  to  pay  him  the 
trifling  Sum  of  Forty-one  Shillings  and  Five-pence. 

— - - The  Clerk,  in  Confideration  he  is  a  poor 

Man,  takes  it  out  in  Work,  at  Eighteen-pence  a 

Day. - The  poor  Man  works  fome  more  than 

Twenty- feven  Days  to  pay  for  this  one  Minute’s 
Writing. 

“  Well,  the  poor  Man  refle&s  thus, - At  this 

Rate,  when  Dial  1  I  get  to  Labour  for  my  Family  ? 
I  have  a  Wife  and  Parcel  of  fmall  Children  fuffer- 
ing  at  Home,  and  here  I  have  loft  a  whole  Month, 
and  I  don’t  know  for  what  ;  for  my  Merchant  is  as 

far  from  being  paid  yet  as  ever. - However, 

I  will  go  Home  now,  and  try  and  do  what  I  can. 
—Stay,  Neighbour,  you  have  not  half  done 

yet, - there  is  a  D - d  Lawyer’s  Mouth  to 

Tor  you  impowered  him  to  confefs 


flop  yet  ; - 

that  you  owed  this  Five  Pounds,  and  you  have 
Thirty  Shillings  to  pay  him  for  that,  or  go  and 
work  nineteen  Days  more  ;  and  then  you  mult 
work  as  long  to  pay  the  Sheriff  for  his  Trouble  ; 
and  then  you  may  go  home  and  fee  your  Horfes 
and  Cows  fold,  and  all  your  perfonal  Eftate,  for 
one  Tenth  Part  of  the  Value,  to  pay  off  your  Mer¬ 
chant.  And  laftly,  if  the  Debt  is  fo  great,  that 
all  vour  perfonal  Eftate  will  not  do  to  raife  the 

Money,  which  is  not  to  be  had, - then  goes  your 

Lands  the  fame  way  to  fatisfy  thefe  curled  hungry 
Caterpillars,  that  will  eat  out  the  very  Bowels 
of  our  Common-wealth,  if  they  are  not  pulled 
-  down  from  their  Nells  in  a  very  fhort  time.  — - 

And  what  Need,  I  fay,  to  urge  a  Reformation. 
«*-■■■  .■  Tf  thefe  Things  were  abfolutely  according 

to> 
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to  Law,  it  were  enough  to  make  us  throw  oft 
all  Submiffion  to  fuch  tyrannical  Laws  ;  for  were 
fuch  Things  tolerated,  it  would  rob  us  of  the 
Means  of  Living  ;  and  it  would  be  better  to  die  in 
Defence  of  our  Privileges  than  to  perifli  for  want 

of  the  Means  of  Subfillance. - But  as  thefe 

Practices  are  contrary  to  Law,  it  is  our  Duty  to 
put  a  Stop  to  them  before  they  quite  ruin  our 
County,  or  that  we  become  willing  Slaves  to  thefe 
lawlefs  Wretches,  and  hug  our  Chains  of  Bondage, 
and  remain  contented  under  thefe  accumulated  Ca¬ 
lamities. 

“  Oh,  Gentlemen,  I  hope  better  Things  of  you* 

- 1  believe  there  are  few  of  you  but  has  felt 

the  Weight  of  thofe  Iron  Fills. - And  I  hope 

there  are  none  of  you  but  will  lend  a  Hand  towards 
bringing  about  this  neceffary  Work  ;  and  in  order 
to  bring  it  about  effe&ually,  we  mull  proceed  with 
CircumfpeCtion  ;  not  fearful,  bat  careful. 

“  i  ft.  Let  us  be  careful  to  keen  fober, - nor 

do  nothing  rallily, - but  a61  with  Deliberation. 

“  zdly.  Let  us  do  nothing  againfl  the  known 
eflablifhed  Laws  of  our  Land,  that  we  appear  not 
as  a  Faction,  endeavouring  to  fubvert  the  Law's, 

and  overturn  the  Syllem  of  our  Government ; - 

but  let  us  take  Care  to  appear  what  really  we 
2re,  Free  Subjects  by  Birth,  endeavouring  to  reco¬ 
ver  our  loll  native  Plights,  of  reducing  the  Mal¬ 
practices  of  the  Officers  of  our  Court  down  to  the 
Standard  of  our  Law. 57 

This  Paper  was  large,  and  deferved  to  have  been 
printed  at  Length,  but  my  Ability  would  not  aford 
it. - It  was  dated,  “  Nutbujb ,  Granville  Coun¬ 

ty,  the  6th  of  June ,  Anno  Dom.  1765k” 

And'tho*  it  was  the  adjacent  County  to  Orange * 
yet  the  jirft  that  ever  we  heard  of  it  was  in  1767, 
at  our  Augufi  Court,  after  we  had  tried  to  plead  our 

own  Caufe  at  the  Bar  again!!  Extortion. - ; — 1 

Then  fome  Perfons  who  lived  adjoining  Granville 
Line  told  us,  they  feared  that  Matter  would  ruin 

fome 
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fbme  of  us,  for  that  juft  fuch  a  C^fe  had  been  un¬ 
dertook  in  Granville  County  fome  Years  ago,  and 
that  they  were  at  Law  about  it  to  that  Day.  And 
by  what  I  have  fince  learned,  the  Method  they 
proceeded  infras  by  Petitioning  the  Legiflative  Body 
again  ft  the  Mai- Practices  of  the  Officers  menti¬ 
oned  in  the  Paragraphs  cited. — -And  thereupon 

the  Officers  fued  the  Subfcribers  for  a  Lible  ;  indit¬ 
ed  the  Author  of  the  Paper,  and  imprifoned  him: 
Which  Law-Suits  have  remained  to  this  Day. 

There  were  other  Counties,  fuch  as  Brumf-wick* 
Cumberland ,  and  fome  more,  had  wholly  Declined 
paying  Taxes  as  early  as  1766,  if  not  before,  as 
nearly  as  I  could  colled  Acounts  ; — but  the  Govern¬ 
ment  made  no  noife  about  all  this  till  Orange  could 

no  longer  be  kept  quiet, - who  never  had 

knowledge  of  the  Diflatisfadion  of  thefe  Counties  ; 
fo  that  the  Thing  did  not  fpread  by  Induftry  of  any 
in  propagating  or  Communicating  the  Grievances, 
but  the  fame  Caufe  naturally  produced  the  fame 
Effed. 

But  now  I  fhall  drop  other  Counties  and  begin 
with  Orange ,  having,  as  1  faid  before,  as  perfect  a 
knowledge  of  the  whole  Proceedings  as  any  one  Man 
in  the  Province. 


Sometime  in  the  latter  Part  of  Summer,  in  the 
Year  1766,  at  an  Inferior  Court  in  the  County  of 
Orange,  a  Paper  was  prefented  and  read  to  the  Re- 
prefentatives  and  Magiftrates  of  the  County,  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz. 


No.  I. 


“  /  HEREAS  that  great  Good  may  come 

V  V  this  Great  defigned  Evil,  the  Stamp 
Law,  while  the  Sons  of  Liberty  withftand  the 
Lords  in  Parliament,  in  Behalf  of  true  Liberty, 
Let  not  Officers  under  them  carry  on  unjuft  Op- 
preffion  in  our  own  Province  ;  in  order  thereto,  as 
there  is  many  Evils  of  that  Nature  complained  of 
in  this  County  of  Orange  in  private  amongft  the 
Inhabitants,  Therefore,  let  us  remove  them; 

B 


or 


(  10  ) 

or  if  there  is  no  caufe,  let  us  remove  the  Jealoufies 

out  of  our  Minds.- - Honefl:  Rulers  in  Pow»r 

will  be  glad  to  fee  us  examine  this  Matter  freely- - - 

And  certainly  there  is  more  honeft  Men  among  us 
than  Rogues  *  ;  yet  Rogues  is  harboured  among  us 
fometimes  almoft  publickly. 

“  Every  honed  Man  is  willing  to  give  Part  of  his 
Subltance  to  fupport  Rulers,  and  Laws,  to  fave  the 
other  Part  from  Rogues  ;  and  it  is  his  Duty,  as 
well  as  Right,  to  fee  and  examine  whether  fuch  Ru¬ 
lers  abufe  fuch  truft - Otherwife  that  Part  fo 

given  may  do  more  Hurt  than  Good. 

“  Even  if  we  were  all  Rogues,  in  that  Cafe  we 
could  not  fubfift ;  but  would  be  obliged  to  frame 

Laws  to  make  ourfelves  honed.  - — —And  the 

fame  Reafoning  holds  good  againft  the  Notion  of  a 
dVIafon  Club. 

“  Thus,  though  it  (  meaning  Juftice  )  muft  be 
defired  by  all,  or  the  greateil  Number  of  Men, 
yet  when  Grievances  of  fuch  publick  Nature-  are 
not  redreifed,  theReafonis,  every  Body’s  Bufinefs 

is  no  Body’s. - — - Therefore,  the  following 

Propofal  is  offered  to  the  Publick,  to  wit,  Let  each' 
Neighbourhood  throughout  the  County  meet  to¬ 
gether,  and  appoint  one  or  more  Men  to  attend  a 
general  Meeting  on  the  Monday  before  next  Novem¬ 
ber  Court,  at  a  fuitable  Place,  where  there  is  no 
Liquor,  (at  Haddock's  Mill,  if  no  Objection  ;)  at 
which  meeting,  let  it  be  judicioufly  enquired  into. 
Whether  the  Freemen  of  this  County  labour  under 
any  Abufes  of  Power  or  not ;  and  let  the  fame  be 
notified  in  Writing,  if  any  is  found,  and  the  Mat¬ 
ter  freely  converfed  upon,  and  Proper  Meafures  ufed 
for  Amendment. 

“  This 


*  The  Author  had  in  View  to  carry  Elections  by  the 
Majority ,  and  was  to  confute  a  general  prevailing 
Notion ,  that  the  Combination  of  Rogues ,  by  Means  of 
a  Mafon  Club,  was  fo  great ,  that  it  was  in  vain  to 
try  to  out- vote  them  at  Elettions ,  which  was  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  Redrefs  propofed  in  Ccnvcrjation, 
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This  Method  will  certainly  caufe  the  wicked 
Men  in  Power  to  tremble  ;  and  there  is  no  Damage 
can  attend  fuch  a  Meeting,  nor  nothing . hinder  it 
but  a  cowardly  daftardly  Spirit:  Which  if  it  does, 
at  this  Time,  while  Liberty  prevails,  we  mult  mut¬ 
ter  and  grumble  under  any  Abufes  of  l  ower  until 
fuch  a  noble  Spirit  prevails  in  our  Poilenty  ;  For, 
take  this  as  a  Maxim,  that  while  Men  are  Men, 
though  you  fhould  fee  all  thofe  Sons  ot  Liberty 
(Who  has  juft  now  Redeemd  us,  from  tyranny)  let 
in  Offices,  and  Veiled  with  Power,  they  would 
foon  corrupt  again  and  opprefs,  if  they  were  not 
called  upon  to  give  an  Account  of  their  Steward- 

ihip.” 

This  Paper  being  publicity  read  at  Court,  m 
Audience  of  our  Chiefs,  Mr.  Loyd,  one  of  our 
Affemblv-men,  declared  his  Approbation  of  it,  and 
the  Reft  Acknowledged  it  was.  reasonable.-  And 
Loyd,  altered  the  Day  of  meeting  to  the  loth 

of  October;  and  we  being  thus  encouraged,  Several 

Neighbourhoods  held  Meetings,  and  conjunctive  y 
Drew  up  the  following  Paper. 

No.  II. 

AT  a  Meeting  of  the  Neighbourhood  of 

Deep- River,  the  20th  of  A-guft,  1 7O6. 

Unanimoully  agreed  to  appoint  WTT7f  • 

TJS  ■  -M _  to  attend  at  a  geneial  Meeting 

the  10th  of  October  at  Middock'*  Mill,  where  they 
are  judiciously  to  examine,  whether  the  freemen  m 
bk  County  labour  under  any  Abufes  of  Power,  and 
in  particular  to  examine  into  the  pubhek  1  ax,  and 

KM.  »f  E..,,  Ponlcoto  Aoroof,  b/ 

wha,  Laws  and  fa  wha.  Ufa  >J  «  fad, »  “““ 
to  Remove  fome  Jealoufies  out  of  ou  Minds. 

..  And  the  Reprefentatives,  Vellry-men,  and 
other  Officers,  are  Requfted  to  give  the  Members 

Of  ,hc  laid  M«.»S  S.  “t  Sod. 

tion  they  can, — 00  Ur  as  tney  m  ^ 
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PublKkOffiLh0n1  F;eeh°ldfr>  a"d  securing 
xubhck  Offices,  pleafant  and  delightfome.”  ^ 

In  Purfuance  hereof,  about  twelve  Men  met 
but  none  of  the  Officers  appeared  (though  they  had’ 
frequendy  gave  out  Word  beforehand,  that  ^hey 

would  be  there - Late  in  the  Day  Mr 

James  tfat/cnatme  alone,  and  brought  Word  from 
Colonel  Fantng,  the  other  Reprefen  tative,  that  he 
had  always  intended  fully  to  meet  us,  till  a  Day  or 
two  ago  heobferved  in  one  of  our  Papers  the  Word 
judicioufly  ,  which  fignified,  he  faid,  by  a  Court 

tfi  r'V - : - And  had  fome  other  Ofc- 

jeaions,  fuch  as  the  Mill  being-no  fuitably  Place. 

•And  concluding,  that,  m  ffiort  (fays  he)  Colonel 

tuning  Looks  on  it  as  an  Jnfurreaion,  &c.  &c. 

*  »  V  '  ,  n 

Whereupon  we,  in  IVatfon’s  Prefence,  drew  up 
the  following  Paper,  and  read  it  to  him,  Deftrina  hi* 
judgement ;  and  he  faid  it  was  fo  juft,  and  reafon- 

able,  that  no  Man  could  object  to  it ;  which  was 
thus,  to  'iut. 


, ,  .  _  _  .  No.  III. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Oranpe 
County,  on  the  loth  of  October ,  1766,  for  Confe¬ 
rence  on  puhlick  Affairs  with  our  Reprefen- 
tatives,  Veftry-men,  &c. 

IT  was  the  Judgment  of  the  faid  Meeting, 
that,  by  Reafon  of  the  Extent  of  the  County, 
iio  one  Man  in  it,  in  a  general  way,  was  known 
by  above  one  tenth  Man  of  the;  Inhabitants 
for  which  Reafon,  fuch  a  meeting  for  a  Publick  and 
and  free  Conference,  yearly,  and  as  often  as 
the  Cafe  may  require,  was  abfolutely  neceflary, 
:n  Order  to  reap  the  Benefit  defigned  us  in  that 

Part 


By  vjhat  I  have  learnt  fince ,  they  pretend  to  have 
miftook  the  ’word  for  judicially,  but  our  original 
Papers  were  in  too  many  Hands  to  make  it  take. 
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Part  of  our  Conditution  of  choofing  Reprefenta- 
ttves,  and  knowing  for  what  ufes  our  Monev  is 
called  for.-  We  Alfo  conceive  fuch  a 

Reprefentative  would  find  himfelf  at  an  infinite 
Lofs  to  anfwer  the  Defign  of  his  Condituents, 
if  deprived  of  confulting  their  Minds  in  Mat¬ 
ters  of  Weight  and  Moment. 

“  And  whereas,  at  the  faid  Meeting,  none  of 
them  appeared  (though  we  think  properly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  our  Appointment  and  Requeds) 
yet,  as  the  Thing  is  fomewhat  new  in  this  Coun¬ 
ty  (though  pra&ifed  in  older  Governments)  they 
might  not  have  duly  confidered  the  Reafonable- 
nefs  of  our  Requeds. 

“  We  therefore  conclude,  that  if  they  hereaf¬ 
ter  are  inclinable  to  anfwer  it,  that  we  will  attend 
them  at  fome  other  Time  and  Place,  on  their  giv¬ 
ing  us  proper  Notice. 

Ic  is  alfo  our  Judgment,  that,  on  further  ma¬ 
ture  Deliberation,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County 
will  more  generally  fee  the  Neceffity  of  fuch  a 
Conference,  and  the  Number  increaie  in  Favour  of 
it,  to  be  continued  yearly. ” 

A  Copy  of  this  was  given  to  Mr.  TVatfon,  on 
his  Approbation  of  it ;  and  he  promifed  to  pie- 
fent  each  of  our  Reprefentatives  with  proper 

I  ranfcripts ; - Which  we  make  not  the  lead: 

Doubt  but  he  complied  with. 

but,  however,  indead  of  complying  with  our 
fo  reafonable  Propofals,  Colonel  Faning ,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Court,  or  at  a  general  Muder,  read  a 
long  1  lece  of  Writing  in  Publick,  and  among 
our  Judices,  in  Repugnance  to  our  Requed,  vaunt¬ 
ing  himfelf  greatly  in  his  Performance;  telling 
them,  he  had  ferved  us  with  Copies  thereof,  and 
fignided  it  would  iilence  us,  or  had  filenced  us  : 
Eut  as  to  what  it  contained,  I  cannot  inform  the 
Publick,  as  we  nor  any  one  of  us,  that  ever  I  could 
f  nd,  ever  faw  it. 

Phis,  with  the  Menaces  thrown  out  by  the 

Bomb 
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Bomb  Sheriffs  againft  fuch  as  was  moft  a&ive  in 
this  Affair,  fo  difcouraged  the  People,  that  the 
Affair  droped,  after  we  had  fubfcribed  to  a  Sum 
of  Fifty  Pounds,  in  order  to  commence  a  Suit  at 
Law  againft  them  on  the  Penal  Laws,  and  was 
Denied  by  the  only  Attorney  vve  had  any 
Hopes  of  ferving  us  to  undertake  it. 

Some  Months  after,  all  was  (till,  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  come  out  a  new  Colle^lion  of  the  Laws 
in  one  Book ;  two  of  us  took  a  Copy  of  the 
Fees  out  of  it  for  recording  Deeds  of  Convey¬ 
ances,  and  carried  it  to  Court  in  Juguji  Term, 

iy6y.- - Thefe  men  offered  the  cuftomary  Fees 

for  the  Recording  and  Proving  their  Deeds  that 
were  taken  in  other  Counties,  though  that  Ex¬ 
ceeded  the  lawful  Due  ;  at  the  fame  Time  of¬ 
fering  to  pay  more  if  any  of  them  could  Ihew 


any  Law  for  more. 

This  was  before  the  Bench,  when  the  Man 
who  fpoke  was  alked,  How  long  it  was  fince  he 
had  Commenced  Lawyer?  But  as  he  did  not 
regard  fome  of  the  Bench,  began  to  threaten  him, 
for  handing  in  Contempt  of  the  Court;  upon 
which  they  withdrew. 

The  Perfon  who  had  got  this  Law-Book,,  being 
half  Owner  of  it,  had  it  at  Court,  and  it  was 
handed  about  among  the  People ;  which  the  other 
Owner  knowing  of,  and  he  being  one  of  the 
Bench,  and  on  the  Bench  at  the  lime,  came  im¬ 
mediately  out  of  Court,  calling  his  Partner  in  the 
Book  to  one  Side,  Defiring  him  to  keep  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Book’s  being  handed  about  a 
Secret  from  the  Reft  of  the  Court.  —-The  o- 
ther  Replies,  I  have  given  them,  that  I  let  have 
the  Book,  that  Caution  alredy,  for  I  fee  how 

Matters  ftands  among  you. - - — -Which  was, 

that  an  honeft  Man  could  hardly  live  among 
them  ;  for  thefe  New  Books  were  fo  fcarce  at  that 
Time,  that  they  would  have  known  who  had  let 

it  out  among  the  People. 

Thus  we  may  fee  how  he  apprehended  himfeU 
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under  a  Neceffity  to  conceal  his  good  Ofhces  and 
Honefty  to  fecure  himfelf  in  Office  :  But  [  fup- 
pofe  he  was  found  out ;  for  he  was  foon  after  put 
out  of  Commiffion. 

The  Bombs  now  grew  more  and  more  Infulting, 
taking  Unufual  Diftreffes  for  Levies;  taking  dou¬ 
ble,  treble,  and  four  Times  the  Value  ;  bearing  all 
off  to  Town,  thirty,  forty,  and  fixty  Miles,  and 
was  remarkably  crofs,  taking  By-paths,  and  other 
Ways  than  they  had  Promifed  ;  fo  that  thofe  who 
followed,  may  be  in  a  few  Hours,  to  Redeem  their 
Things,  could  never  overtake  them. 

Thefe  Things  were  all  fold  in  Town  at  under 
Rates,  and  became  a  conflant  Trade;  fo  that 
roguifh  People  began  to  depend  on  thefe  Sales  to 

raife  them  Fortunes. - And  as  to  any  Overplus 

being  returned  to  the  Parties,  I  never  could  hear 
of  any.  Befides,  among  Dutch  People,  and  fuch 
as  were  ignorant  of  State  Affairs,  they  pra&ifed 
taking  Four-pence,  Six-pence,  and  a  Shilling  in  a 
Tax,  more  than  from  the  more  Knowing. 

The  High  Sheriff  alfo  fent  out  an  infulting  Ad- 
vertifement,  which  was  fet  up  very  early  in  the 
following  Year,  to  wit,  1768,  (may  be  in  frit  of 
February)  as  follows. 

<c  TT7HEREAS,  by  a  late  A£t  of  Affembly, 
VV  the  Sheriffs  of  the  feveral  Counties  in 
this  Province  arc  obliged  to  attend  at  five  diffe¬ 
rent  Places  in  their  County,  at  leaf;  two  Days  at 
each  Place,  at  fome  Time  between  the  firll  Day  of 
January  and  the  firft  Day  of  March ,  in  Order  to 

receive  the  publick  County  and  Parifli  Taxes. - - 

I  hereby  inform  the  County  of  Orange ,  that  I 
intend  to  comply  with  my  Duty  in  attending, 
according  to  Law,  at  Times  and  Places  hereafter 
to  be  advertifed  ;  and  that  every  Man  who  fails 
paying  their  Dues,  at  thefe  Times  and  Places,  is, 
by  the  fame  Law,  obliged  to  pay  me  Two  Shillings 
and  Eight-pence  extraordinary  :  Which  Sum  I  fhall 

Demand, 
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Demand,  without  Refpeft  to  Perfons.  Whereof 
every  one  concerned  is  defired  to  take  Notice. 

“  And  fhould  any  Perfon  imagine,  that  it  is 
fufficient  if  they  have  their  Mcn^y  ready  when  I 

or  my  Deputy  comes  for  it - 1  advife  them  to 

be  provided  with  Two  Shillings  and  Eight-pence  for 
the  Vifit, 

From  their  humble  Servant, 

TYREE  HARRIS.” 

Every  one  could  fee  this  was  quite  infulting,  as 
well  as  an  Attempt  to  make  Affes  of  us  ;  for  no 
one  but  had  Senfe  enough  to  know  this  new  Law 


was  calculated  for  the  Sheriff’s  Eafe.* 


•And  in- 


Head  of  being  fo  careful  to  Word  his  Advertife- 
ment.  That  “  the  Sheriffs  were  obliged  to  at¬ 
tend,”  he  might  have  faid,  The  Affes  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  bring  their  Burdens  to  him,  in  order  that 
one  of  their  Deputies  might  collect  the  Whole  in 
ten  Days  fitting  on  their  Breech,  at  Eafe,  in  five 
Places  only. 

The  Rumour  of  giving  the  Governor  Fifteen 
Thoufand  Pounds,  to  build  him  a  Houfe,  all  hap¬ 
pening  together  at  this  Time,  conlpired  to  give 
Rife  to  what  was  commonly  called  the  Mob ;  which 
in  a  little  Time  altered  to  that  of  the  Regulators. 

This  new  Afiociation  began  in  a  different  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  though  they  always  mentioned  and  e~ 
fpoufed  the  former  ;  and  People  had  entered  in¬ 
to  it  by  Hundreds,  and  it  fpread  every  Way  like 
Fire  till  it  reached  Sandy-Creek,  where  the  princi¬ 
pal  Men  who  were  concerned  in  the  Papers  No.  I, 
2,  and  3,  lived.  There  this  new  Scheme  met 
with  fome  Oppofition,  on  Account  that  it  was  too 
hot  and  rafh,  and  in  fome  Things  not  legal.  And 
though  the  Sandy-Creek  People  endeavoured  to  fhew 
them  the  Danger  of  their  Proceedings,  yet  took 
Care  at  the  fame  Time  not  to  kill  that  Zeal  for 

Juftice  and  true  Liberty. - —And  at  the  fe- 

cond  Meeting  they  had  prevailed  with  them  to 

form 
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form  new  Articles,  and  cenfured  their  Firfl:  ;  yet 
at  their  firi^Meeting  they  had  fent  a  Paper  to  our 
Officers;  which  Paper  was  approved  of,  and  bears 
the  Name  Number  V.  though  dated  March  2zd. 

- - The  new  Articles  being  adopted. at  their 

fecond  Meeting,  held  on  April  the  Fourth,  being 
inftead  of  the  firffc  Articles,  always  bore  the  Place 
of  the  Firft,  which  was  Number  IV.  and  is  as 
follows,  <viz. 

No.  IV. 

lt  T  XJ  E  the  Subfcribers  do  voluntarily  agree 
VV  to  form  ourfelves  into  an  Affiociation, 
to  aiTemble  ourfelves  for*  Conference  for  Regulat¬ 
ing  publick  Grievances  and  Abufes  of  Power,  in 
the  following  Particulars,  with  others  of  the  like 
Nature  that  may  occur. 

“  ift.  That  we  will  pay  no  more  Taxes  until 
we  are  fatished  they  are  agreeable  to  Law,  and 
applied  to  the  Purpofes  therein  mentioned;  unlefs 
we  cannot  help  it,  or  are  forced. 

“  2d,  That  we  will  pay  no  Officer  any  more 
Fees  than  the  Law  allows,  unlefs  we  are  obliged 
to  it  ;  and  then  to  lhew  our  Diflike,  and  bear  an 
open  Teitimoney  againll  it. 

“  3d.  That  we  will  attend  our  Meetings  of 
Conference  as  often  as  we  conveniently  can,  and 
is  neceffiary,  in  order  to  confult  our  Reprefenta- 
tives  on  the  Amendment  of  fuch  Laws  as  may  be 
found  grievous  or  unnecedary  ;  and  to  choofe  more 
fuitable  Men  than  we  have  done  heretofore  for 
Burgeffes  and  Veftry-men  ;  and  to  petition  the 
Houfes  of  Affiembly,  Governor,  Council,  King  and 
Parliament,  lAc.  for  Redrefs  in  fuch  Grievances  as 
In  the  Courfe  of  the  Undertaking  may  occur  ;  and 
to  inform  oneanother,  learn,  know,  and  enjoy  all 
the  Privileges  and  Liberties  that  are  allowed  and 
were  fettled  on  us  by  our  worthy  AnCellors,  the 
Founders  of  our  prefent  Conllitution,  in  Order  to 
preferve  it  on  its  ancient  Foundation,  that  it  may 
iiand  firm  and  unffiaken. 

“  4th.  That  wc  will  Contribute  to  Collections  for 

C  defraying 
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defraying  necefiary  Expences  attending  the  Work3 
according  to  our  Abilities. 

“  5th.  That,  in  Cafe  of  Difference  in  Judgment, 
wc  will  Submit  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Majority 
of  our  Body. 

“  To  all  which,  we  Solemnly  Swear,  or,  being  a 
Quaker,  or  otherwife  fcrupulous  in  Confcience  of 
the  common  Oath,  do  folemnly  Affirm,  that  we 
will  Hand  true  and  faithful  to  this  Caufe,  till  we 
bring  Things  to  a  true  Regulation,  according  to 
the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  hereof  in  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Majority  of  Us.” 

v 

Number  Five  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Number  V. 

The  22d.  Day  of  March,  1768. - The 

Requeft  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Well  Side  of 
Havu- River,  to  the  Affembly-men  and  Veftry- 
men  of  Orange  County,  viz . 

<<  XT  T  HERE  AS  the  Taxes  in  this  County 
VV  are  larger,  according  to  the  Number  of 
Taxables,  than  adjacent  Counties,  and  continues 
fo  Year  after  Year ;  and  as  the  Jealoufies  hill 
Prevails  amongh  us,  that  we  are  wronged  ;  and 
having  the  more  Reafon  to  think  fo,  as  we 
have  been  at  the  Trouble  of  choofing  Men,  and 
fending  them,  after  the  civileh  Manner  that  we 
could," to  know  what  we  paid  our  Levy  for,  but 

could  receive  no  Satisfaction  ; - for  James 

Watfon  was  fent  to  Maddock’s  Mill,  and  faid  that 
Edmond  Faning  looked  on  it.  that  the  Country 
called  him  by  "Authority,  or  like  as  if  they  had  a 

Right  to  call  him  to  an  Account.- - Not 

allowing  the  Country  the  Right  that  they  have 
been  Entitled  to,  as  Englijh  Subje&s  ;  for  the 
King  requires  no  Money  from  his  Subjects  but  what 
they  are  made  fenfible  what  ufe  its  for. 

“  We  are  obliged  to  feek  Redrefs  by  denying 
paying  any  more  until  we  have  a  full  Settlement 

for 
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for  what  is  paft,  and  have  a  true  Regulation  with 
our  Officers. 

“  As  our  Grievances  are  two  many  to  be  notifi¬ 
ed  in  a  fmall  Piece  of  Writing,  we  defire  that  you, 
our  Afiembly-men  and  Veltry-men,  may  appoint 
a  Time,  before  next  Court,  at  the  Court-Houfe, 
and  let  us  know  by  the  Bearer,  and  we  will  Choofe 
Men  to  att  for  us,  and  fettle  our  Grievances. 

“  Until  fuch  time  as  you  will  fettle  with  us, 
we  defire  the  Sheriffs  will  not  come  this  Way  to 
collett  the  Levy  ;  for  we  will  pay  none  before  there 
is  a  Settlement  to  our  Satisfaction. 

“  And  as  the  nature  of  an  Officer  is  a  Servant 
to  the  Publick,  we  are  determined  to  have  the 
Officers  of  this  County  under  a  better  and  honelt- 
er  Regulation  than  they  have  been  for  fome  time 
palt. 

Think  not  to  frighten  us  (with  Rebellion)  in 
this  Cafe,  for  if  *he  Inhabitants  of  this  Province 
have  not  as  good  a  Right  to  Enquire  into  the 
Nature  of  our  Conllitution,  and  Disburlments  of 

our  Funds,  as  thofe  of  our  Mother  Country,  - - 

we  think  that  <  it  is  by  arbitrary  Proceedings 
that  we  are  debarred  of  that  Right. — — — There¬ 
fore,  to  be  plain  with  you,  it  is  our  Intent  to 
have  a  full  Settlement  of  You  in  every  particular 

Point  that  is  Matter  of  Doubt  with  Us. - r- 

So  fail  not  to  fend  an  Anfwer  by  the  Bearer.  If 
no  anfwer,  we  fhall  take  it  for  granted,  that  we 
are  difregarded  in  this  our  Requeit  again  from  the 
Publick.” 

»( 

This  was  the  firft  Meffage  this  new  Society  fent 
our  Officers  :  But  no  Mailers  of  abjett  Slaves 
could  be  more  exaiperated  ; —  they  were  Rebels,  In- 
furgents,  &c.  to  be  fhot,  hang’d,  t5c.  as  mad 
Dogs.  c5V. — And  the  Sandy-Creek  Men,  or  Authors 
of  No.  i,  2,  and  3,  were  to  be  punifhed  for  it  all  ; 
for  thefe  refers  to  their  former  Papers.'  Now  as 
they  were  fo  ignorant  as  attually  to  imprifon,  and 

y/ent  through  a  Courfc  0 1  Law  to  make  the  Au¬ 
thors 
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thors  of  the  firft  Papers  culpable  for  thefe  laft, 

I  will  obferve,  the  latter  had  a  Right  to  refer  to 
the  former,  becaufe  they  had  concurred  and  join¬ 
ed  in  the  former,  but  that  by  no  Means  made  all 
them  who  were  concerned  in  the  former,  and  fcarce- 
]v  had  heard  ol  the  latter,  to  be  anyways  culpable 

* - - - Indians  now-a-days  know  this 

Diftin&ion,  that  where  a  few  bad  People  of  a  Na¬ 
tion  commit  Outrages,  the  Whole  is  not  blamable. 
However  hard  this  Diftindtion  might  have  been  to 
our  Officers  to  conceive,  I  know  it  was  the  eafift  * 
and  naturaleft  of  allT  hings  to  be  felt  by  the  Parties. 

And  further,  becaufe  they  filed  themfelves  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  Well  Side  of  Haw-River,  therefore 
the  whole  Body  of  the  Inhabitants,  on  the  Weft 
Side,  was  fo  treated,  that  I  can  venture  to  fay, 
that  though  not  one  third  Man  on  the  Weft  Side 
had  yet  concerned  themfelves,  yet  they  were  after¬ 
wards  forced  to  join  as  one  Man  in  Defence  of 
their  Lives. 

On  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  it  needful  to 
to  take  much  Pains  to  fhew  this  Diftin&ion, 
for  my  Opinion  is,  our  Officers  Spleen  againit 
the  Authors  of  former  Papers  was  for  that  very 
Reafon,  that  they  were  purfuing  a  legal  and 
•conftitutional  Plan  to  be  redrefled  :  As  alfo,  when 
it  came  to  be  tried  in  the  Law,  the  Diftin&ion 
was  as  clear  as  the  Day,  and  punifhed  none  but 
them  who  were  actually  Guilty. 

I  have  faid  thus  much  on  this  Head,  the  more 
as  I  obferve  by  the  News-Papers,  that  Men  in 
higher  Stations  than  our  Officers  attempted  the 
fame  Thing  on  the  Town  of  Bojlon . 

So  to  proceed  in  Order, - On  the  faid 

4th  of  ylpril,  1768,  after  the  Articles  were  al¬ 
tered,  and  both  Parties  joined  on  the  former 

Plan* 
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Plan,  they  drew  up  the  following  Paper,  viz. 

No.  VI. 


A  T  a  General  Meeting,  of  the  *  Regulators, 
held  April  the  4th,  1768,  it  was  agreed 

to  fend  P— -  C -  and  J - L - , 

to  requeft  the  two  late  Sheriffs  and  our  Veftry- 
jnen,  to  meet  twelve  Men  that  we  fhall  choofe 
on  the  Teufday  after  next  Court,  to  Produce  to 
them  a  Copy  of  the  Lift  of  Taxables  for  each 
Year,  and  a  Lift  of  the  Number  and  Names  of 
of  the  Infolvents  returned  each  Year,  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  how  the  Money  was  applied,  to  whom  paid, 
and  to  what  Ufes,  both  Veftry-men  and  Sheriffs, 
and  to  requeft  our  Reprefentatives  to  confer  with 
them  in  our  Behalf,  and  fhew  us  Law  for  the  cu- 
ftomary  Fees  that  has  been  taken  for  Deeds,  In¬ 
dentures,  Adminiftrations,  Sec.  If  the  Time  ap¬ 
pointed  don’t  fuit  them,  let  them  appoint  another 
more  fui table.” 


Before  thefe  two  Men  had  Time  to  perform 
this  Meffage,  the  Officers,  either  to  try  or  exaf- 
perate  the  now  enraged  Populace,  took,  by  way 
of  Diftrefs,  a  Mare,  Saddle  and  Bridle,  for  one 
Levy, - and  they  immediately  rofe  to  the  Num¬ 

ber  of  Sixty  or  Seventy,  and  refeued  the  Mare, — 
and  fired  a  few  Guns  at  the  Roof  of  Colonel  Fan¬ 
ning's  Houfe,  to  fignify  they  blam’d  him  for  all 
this  Abufe. 

The  Paper  No.  6.  was  then  delivered  to  the 
eftablifhed  Minifter  of  the  County,  who  under¬ 
took  to  try  to  accommodate  the  Matter ;  who, 
accordingly,  returned  with  an  Anfvver  from  the 
Officers,  and  that  they  had  appointed  the  nth 
Day  of  May  for  a  Settlement. 

The 


*  This  nenjo  Name ,  inf  cad  cf  Mob>  nvas  necef. 
faryy  according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Fifnefs  of  the 
Day  of  altering  the  Articles , 
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The  Regulators  hereupon  called  &  Meeting  on  the 
30th  of  April ,  chofe  twelve  Men  to  meet  ac¬ 
cordingly ;  and  fent  the  Officers  an  Account  there  - 
of ;  but  the  Paper  never  was  deliverd  by  Reafon 
(as  it  was  on  a  Saturday)  the  Governor’s  Secretary 
arrived  the  fame  Day  in  the  Town,  and  brought 
a  Proclamation  from  the  Governor,  defiring  all 
Rioters  to  difperfe  :  And  on  their  Refufal,  com¬ 
manding  all  Officers  to  aid  and  affift  to  difperfe 
them,-  -And,  what  I  think  is  the  odeft 

Thing  I  ever  heard  of,  this  Proclamation  was  fet 
up  on  Saturday ,  the  Rioters  ever  fince  the  Riot  all 
peacable  at  Home,  yet  the  Officers  affembled  them- 
felves  on  Sunday  to  the  Number  of  about  Thirty, 
with  a  Tavern-keeper  or  two,  and  a  Man  who  had 
lately  killed  another,  which  the  Jury  of  Inquell 
had  adjudged  willful  Murder,  all  armed  with 
Guns,  Piftols  and  Swords,  and  rode  all  the  Sab¬ 
bath  Night,  the  Distance  of  40  Miles,  and  took 
one  of  the  Rioters  Prifoner  by  Virtue  of  a  War¬ 
rant  ; - -And  alfo  another  innocent  Perfon 

without  any  Precept  at  all  by  Reafon  no  Pre¬ 
cept  could  be  obtained,  becaufe  no  Charge  was, 
nor  could  be  proven  againit  him,  though  they 
had  made  all  the  Search  and  Enquiry  they  were 
capabable  of  doing,  by  Reafon,  as  was  hinted  be¬ 
fore,  he  was  allowed  to  have  been  the  Author  of 
the  former  Papers,  No.  1,  2,  and  3. 

But  the  Cafe  was  fo  among  the  Inhabitants, 
that  every  man  knew  who  was  and  who  was  not 
joined  into  the  Regulation,  by  Reafon  it  was  all  * 
the  Topick  of  Converfe  and  Enquiry.  It  being 
therefore  fo  well  known  that  this  Perfon  was  Inno¬ 
cent,  that  it  alarmed  and  raifed  a  fiery  Zeal  in  e- 
very  one  who  had  or  had  not  entered  into  the  Af- 
fociation.  And  I  fuppofe  not  near  half  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  had  at  this  Time  entered  into  it. 

This  Alarm  immediatly  fo  engaged  almod  every 
Man,  Woman  and  Child,  that  by  Day-Light,  next 
Morning,  fome  Hundreds  were  affembled  near  the 

Town,  which  Number,  in  an  Hour  or  two,  en- 

creafed 
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crcafed  to  Odds  of  feven  Hundred  armed  Men  ; 
many  of  which  had  traveled  forty  odd  Miles  on 
foot,  fome  bare  footed,  and  fome  (at  leaf!  one) 
had  travelled  thirty  Miles  with  his  Shoes  flip- fhod  ; 
but  the  mold  Part  were  on  Horfeback.  The  whole 
was  actuated  by  what  the  World  calls  the  Spirit  of 
Enthufiafm,  for  I  felt  it  myfelf  as  foon  as  I  came 
into  the  Company  ;  it  catched  every  Man,  good 
or  bad,  as  Saul  was  catched  among  the  Prophets. 
- A  man  Under  the  Opperation  of  this  Spi¬ 
rit,  I  am  certain,  can  do  and  undergo  double  what 
he  can  at  another  Time. — It  is  prodigioufly  dan¬ 
gerous  to  raife  this  Spirit,  if  it  is  nothing  but  Na¬ 
tural,  as  fome  imagine ;  but  I  believed  it  was  a 
Work  of  Providence,  and  therefore  feared  no  E- 
vil. 

The  Governor’s  Secretary  met  this  Company- 

in  fight  of  the  d  own  ;  - But  I  have  to 

obferve,  firft,  That  both  the  Prifoners  had  given 
Bail,  and  had  met  this  Company  very  early;  for 
we  fuppofed  the  Officers  had  got  fome  Word  of 
their  being  on  the  Road,  as  fome  Companies  took 

up  long  before  Day,  near  the  Town,  ■  - — or 

elfe  the  Prifoners  would,  we  fuppofe,  have  been 
fent  to  Nevubcrn,  200  Miles.  This  would  have 
been  hard  work,  for  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Ealfc 
Side  of  the  Town  who  were  alfo  afiembled  in  Com¬ 
panies,  laying  in  Wait  to  refcue  the  Prifoners 
among  Inhabitants  who  had  not  intermeddled  be¬ 
fore. - The  Secretary  read  the  Proclamation, 

and  delivered  a  verbal  Meffiage,  which  he  faid  he 
had  from  the  Governor,  That  if  they  fhould  af- 
femble  While  he  Was  up,  to  tell  them,  if  they 
Would  Petition  the  Governor,  he  Would  Protect 
and  Redrefs  them  again!!  any  unlawful  Extortions, 
or  Oppreffions  of  any  Officer  or  Officers  in  the 
County;  Provided  they  would  difperfe  and  Go 
Home. 

No  fooner  was  the  Word  fpoke,  but  the  whole 
Multitude,  as  with  one  Voice,  cried  out,  Agreed. 

>  That 
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That  is  all  we  want ;  Liberty  to  Make  our  griev¬ 
ances  known. 

It  is  admirable  the,  Quicknefs  of  the  Spirits  in  a 
People,  truly  engaged  in  a  Caule,  to  apprehend 
and  take  any  Thing  offered  that  in  truth  has  a 
Tendency  to  procure  a  Remedy  we  had  felt  our- 
felves  fhut  out  and  denied  a  Hearing;  and  we  fen- 
fibly  felt  the  whole  Calculation  and  Defign  of  our 
Enemies  was  to  prevent  our  Cries  from  Reaching, 
as  it  were,  the  Royal  Ear  ;  or,  which  is  the  fame 
Thing,  the  Legiflative  Body  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 

A  fatal  Blow  was  this  to  our  Adverfaries ;  but 
they  faw  it  not  till  it  was  too  Late.  Had  not  this 
very  Accident  happened,  we  never  Could  have  had 
a  Hearing. 

And  to  mend  the  Matter,  the  Secretary  was  fo 
Pleafed,  that  he  had  hit  upon  an  Expedient,  to 
mak  Peace,  that  he  fent  for  fome  Bottles  of  Wine, 
and  with  a  loud  Voice,  before  Officers  and  Peo¬ 
ple,  Repeated  the  Same  Thing  over  and  over, 
without  Variation,  feveral  Times ;  and  drank  the 
Wine  as  a  Teffimony  or  Record,  that  fuch  an  A- 
greement  was  made ;  and  that  by  expreis  Orders 
from  his  Excellency. 

The  Joy  that  we  returned  Home  with,  on  this 
Occafion,  was  inexpreffible,  for  Men  can  feel 
Things  of  an  oppreffive  Nature  that  they  can’t 
make  appear  ;  we  could  plainly  feel  we  were  de¬ 
barred  from  Complaining ;  we  could  feel  we  dared 
not  Petition  the  Governor  unlefs  we  let  our  Ad- 
vefaries  Word  the  Petition.  But  now  they  had  tied 
themfelves.  We  immediatly  advertifed  the  Agree¬ 
ment,  and  appointed  a  Meeting  ;  but  this  opened  the 
Eyes  of  our  Officers  to  fee  their  Milfake.  I  call  it 
a  'Miflake  and  Accident,  becaufe  the  Governor  de¬ 
nied  Afterwards  that  he  gave  fuch  Orders,  as  vvill 
befeen  by  and  by  in  his  Anfwer  to  our  Petition  ; 
though  fome  who  don’t  like  him,  think  he  denied  it 

becaufe  he  rued  it.  _  ' 

It  is  beyond  my  Power  to  defcribe  the  Pains  that 

was  - 
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pas  takea  t0  Re“I  this  Miilake,  unlefs  I  was  tn 

B:F0lF-FF^ 

n-  j  *  w  •  -  -Woiwere  told  in  plain  Terms 

and,ln  Wn“"S-  no  Petition  could,  nor  wou'd 

go  doivn  with  the  Governor  but  i'uch  a  one  as  they 

h^d  T°teui0r,US’Jn  lvhich  they  made  us  fav  we 
had  thought  the  Ofhcers  wronged  us,  but  ’had 

now  found  ,t  was  owing  to  tbme  Mitfoke  or 

F)  ln  °l‘r  }  roceedmg  ;  and  told  us,  it  we  periled 
Colonel  Fan«.,,?  would  reprefent. our  Cafe  to  the 
Governor  as  High  Preafon,  and  not  as  a  Riot 
nrw  kept  conltantly  at  this  Work  till  and  on  ’the 

fhantaTdntG1t0meet’  Whereand  when  a  Mer! 
chant  and  Clergyman  apocared  to  influence 

;nQ  trighten  us  from  Proceeding  ;  and  though  they 

made  the  U  ork  Exceeding  unpleafant,  and  much 

woull/atTaft  agreed  to,’1  t«‘'S  ^  U"ani' 

,  n.  .  /  No.  vir. 

F .  a  Gene' al  Meeting  of  the  Regulators,  Af- 
fociators  and  others,  Inhabitants  of  the  County 

t  0ra,'%’0  Held  at  G"rS,  Sad/s,  on  the  a  ill  of 
May,  \y 68. 

T  v  WaS  unanimou(1y  agreed  to  continue  our 
A  1  etition  agreed- on  lali  Meeting  to  the  Go 
vernor,  Council  and  Aflbmbly,  for  Rcdrefling  very 
grievous,  cruel,  iniquitous  and  oppreflive  1’ raft  ice's 
,  OU,r,  °ftc,ers’  which  we  generally  conceive  we 
have  laboured  under  this  Many  Years,  contrary  to 
Taw.  J 

And  in  Purfuance  of  a  verbal  MelTage  from  the 
Governor,  tent  to  us  Exprcfs  by  his  Secretary, 
delivered  to  us  on  the  3d  of  this  Inftant,  we  a- 

gree  to  Renew  our  taid  Petition. - And  as  fun- 

dry  Forms  have  been  read  here  this  Day,  and 
hgned  by  fiindry  Neighbourhoods,  we  appoint 
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one  out  of  the  whole,  refering  to  the  ieveral  Com¬ 
plaints  for  Information  of  Grievances. 

1  «  And  being  conlcious  of  our  Loyalty  to  King 
GEORGE  the  Third,  on  the  ptefent  Throne, 
and  our  firm  Attachment  to  the  1  refent  E.labhfh- 
ment  and  Form  of  Government,  which  we  fin- 
cerely  believe  all  our  Grievances  are  quite  oppo¬ 
se  and'  contrary  to,  by  downright  rogu.m  Prac¬ 
tices  of  Men  who  have  crept  into  Tofts  o.  ^mce, 
and  have  practiftd  upon  our  Ignorance  and  new 

fettled  Situation.  ,  .  . 

“  We  therefore  order  the  above  Committee  to 

Implore  the  Governor’s  Pardon  and  Forgivenefs,  in 
the  moil  Submiffive  Manner,  for  any  Errors  tnat 
we  may  have  committed,  that  is  or  may  be  con- 
Trued  to  derogate  from  the  Honour  of  his  Maje- 
fty’s  Crown  and  Dignity,  or  tending  to  obltruct 
tlie  Peace  and  good  Order  of  Government.  _ 

’  “  And  for  the  Governor’s  better  Information, 
we  order  the  Committee  to  prepare  Copies  oi  all 
cur  Proceedings  Which  was  agreed  on  by  our  Body 
even  from  the  firft  Beginning;-  -  t°  go 

!vkh  our  faid  Petition, - and  a  fu, table  Number 

of  the  faid  Commitee  to  wait  on  the_  Governor 
them  as  foon  as  polhble. 

«  And  as  we  have  received  a  Letter  from  An¬ 
te  County,  Informing  us  of  an  Affectation  there 
on  the  fame  Account,  and  Requefting  our  Infor¬ 
mation  of  the  Manner  of  our  Proceeding,  we 
Order  a  Copv  of  this  to  be  fent  to  them  imme- 
diltelv  to  prevent  Speedily  their  Running  into 

it  F  ror  - _ we  believing  their  Scruples  to 

ft  well  grounded,  and  their  Intention  Hone.c. 

In  June  they  Waited^  on  the  Governor  with 
the  Copies  of  all  the  foregoing  Papers,  and^o- 
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ther  attcfled  Complaints,  and  brought  us  back 
the  following  Anfwer,  viz. 

GENTLE  ME  N, 

IR  EC  E  I  V  E  D  by  the  Hands  of Meffrs .  Hunter 
and  Howell  a  Petition ,  and  other  Papers ,  fubferibed 
by  federal  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  South  Side  of 
Haw-River,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  under  the 
borrowed  Title  of  Regulators ,  c.Jfumingto  thenfelves 
Power  and  Authorities  (unknown  to  the  Confitution) 
of  calling  Publick  Officers  to  a  Settlement ,  together 
with  a.  Narrative  of  their  Condudl,  a>id  Detail  of 
the  Grievances  and  Complaints  again fl  the  Clerk  of 
the  County  Regifer ,  and  other  Publick  Officers,  whoje 
Exactions  and  Opprejfons  its  pretended  has  been  the 
Caufe  of  the  late  Injur redions  which  have  Diffurbcd 
the  Peace  of  that  Part  of  the  County . 

Thefe  Papers  I  haw,  agreeable  to  your  Defre,  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Members  of  his  MajeffyC  Council, 
who  having  taken  the  fame  into  their  deliberate  Con¬ 
federation,  Unanimcufy  concur  with  .  me  in  Opinion , 
That  the  Grievances  Complained  of  by  no  Means 
warrant  the  Extraordinary  Steps  you  have  taken, 
in  Affembling  yourjelves  together  in  Anns,  to  the  Ob - 
flrudion  of  the  Courje  of  fuff  ice,  to  the  Lifult  of  Pub¬ 
lick  Officers,  and  to  the  Injury  of  Private  Property  ; 
Meafures,  as  they  manifffly  tend  to  the  Suhverfon  of 
the  Confitution  of  this  Government,  would  inevitably , 
if  carried  but  a  little  father,  have  been  denominated, 
and  .{fluff  have  been  treated ,  as  I  big  Rfrjafon  ;  and  ton - 
Jequently  have  involved  the  .Abettoys,  mo  ft  of  whom 
I  am  fat  is  fed  were  actuated  by  Honeff  Motives ,  though 
incauiioujly  drawn  in  to  concur  in  Acts  that  might  have 
terminated  in  the  Ruin  and  Dejl  ruction  of  their  fa¬ 
milies,  while  by  illegal  ft  leans  they  are  intent  on  ex¬ 
empting  themfelves  from  Evils,  within  the  Remedy  of 
Laws  of  their  Country. 

Thefe  Calamities,  1  truft,  are  now  removed  by  the 
timely  Proclamation  I  fent  up  to  you  by  my  Secretary % 
and  your  oven  prudent  Determination  to  Petition  me  in 

Council  for  the  Rcdrefs  of  the  Grievances  complained 

of 
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of.  —  —  The  Difcreet  and  Steady  Behaviour  of  Colonel 
Fanning,  and  the  Officers  and  Men  under  his  Command 
met  not  only  with  the  Entire  Approbation  of  myjelf 
and  his  Majefld s  Council ,  but  will  ever  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  with  Gratitude  by  every  Wellwijher  to  this 
Province. 

I  take  this  Opportunity  to  acquaint  all  thofe  whofe 
Under  fundings  have  been  ruti  away  with ,  and  w'bofe 
Pafftons  have  be,  n  led  in  Captivity  by  feme  evil  de- 
fignmg  Men ,  who ,  actuated  by  Cowardice  and  a 
Senfe  of  that  Pub  lick  "faff  ice.  which  is  due  lto  their 
Crimes ,  have  objeured  themjelves  from  Publick  Views « 
CJ  hat  in  Confederation  of  a  Determination  to  abide  by 
viy  Decifon  in  Council ;  it  is  my  Direction ,  by  the 
unanimous  Advice  of  that  Board ,  that  you  do ,  from 
hencp forward,  Defiff  from  any  father  Meetings ,  either 
by  Verbal  Appointment  or  Advert'd ement .  "That  all 
Pities  of  Regulators  or  AJfociators  Ceafe  among  you. 
That  the  Sheriff  and  other  Officers  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  arc  Permitted ,  without  Moleffaticn ,  to  Execute 

the  Duties  of  their  rcfpe dive  Offices . - And  that 

all  Breaches  of  the  Peace  againff  his  Majefty’s  Go¬ 
vernment  may  be  Determined  and  Examined  in  a  due 
Courfe  off  Law. 

It  is  by  your  ft  rid  and  punctual  Adherence  to  thefe 
Directions ,  that  any  farther  Clemency ,  on  My  Part,  may 
be  looked  for . 

This  was  the  Extent  of  what  I  authorized  Mr. 

Edwards  to  declare  on  my  Behalf - And  now , 

that  I  have  fignifed  to  you  the  Senfe  his  Majeftys 
Council  Entertain  of  the  Nature  of  your  Proceedings , 
and  the  Requifition  1  Point  out,  by  their  Advice,  for  your 
future  Conduct . 

I  am  to  ajfure  you,  whiling  as  I  am  to  Liffen  to 
the  Voice  of  Diffrefs,  the  juft  Complaints  cf  his  Ma - 
jeffys  Subjects,  and  the  Hardjhips  they  may  groan  under, 
that  I  Jhall  give  his  Majeffy  s  Attorney-General  Orders 
to  profecute  every  Offcer  who  has  been  guilty  cf  Ex¬ 
tortion  or  illegal  P radio’s  in  his  Office,  upon  any  Ap¬ 
plication  or  Information  lodged  with  him  by  the  Parties 

injured* 
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injured,  or  any  others  nvho  Jhall  be  author  fed  to  Pro - 
jecute  on  their  Behalf.  As  alfo,  fct  up  a  Proclamation, 
on  my  Arr-.val  at  Hiilfborough,  forbidding  all fuch 
difonourable  and  illegal  Proceedings. 

r :u  may  further  depend  tyon  it ,  I  Jhall ,  at  all  times , 
endea  vour  to  redrefs  every  other  Grievance  in  my  Povu- 
e> ,  that  his  TIaj ejly  s  SubjeTls  may  labour  under. 

?  y°u  ^ant  *0  be  Satisfied  vuhat  is  the  Amount  of 
toe  Tax  for  the  Pub  lick  Service  for  1767,  1  am  to  in¬ 
form  you,  it  is  Seven  Shillings  a  Taxable,  bejides  the 
County  and  Parijh  Taxes ,  the  Particulars  of  which  I 
will  give  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

1  have  only  to  add,  l  fall  be  up  at  Hil  (borough. 
the  Beginning  of  next  Month .  In  the  mean  Time  1  reft 
in  full  Conjidence  l  fall  again  be  made  happy  by  Jee- 
ing  Indufry  prevailing  over  F allien,  and  Peace  and 
Harmony  triumphing  over  Jealoufies  and  Murmeringy 
in  a  Soil  and  Climate  the  mof  fertile  in  the  lVortdy 
and  among  a  P eople,  vs.be,  by  a  well  dwelled  Indu - 
fr}\  may  draw  down  Blcjfwgs  and  Profperity  to  their 
h  amihes,  and  greatly  contribute  to  the  Honour  cj'  his 
Majeffs  G  ov eminent ,  and  the  Happinefs  of  my  Ad •* 
mini f ration. 

WILLIAM  TRYON. 

At  the  Council-Chamber, 

Brunfivick,  the  2  lit  of 
June,  176S. 

Now  to  give  fome  clear  Ideas  in  what  Light 
we  received  this  Anfvver,  and  in  what  condition  we 
felt  ourfelves  to  be  in,  it  is  necefary  to  Infdnjj *y;ou 
the  Bottom  of  our  Jealoufies,  and  the  Method  wc 
intended  to  Profecute  for  Redrefs. 

Our  Jealoufies  were  not  onlv  againft  the  Officers 
of  our  own  County,  which  our  Papers  are  con¬ 
fined  to,  but  in  our  Cor.vcrfe  and  Enquiry,  by  the 
heft  Calculations  we  could  make,  and  by  feve- 
ral  Hints  and  Reports,  we  had  Reafon  to  believe 
wc  had  already  paid  Twenty  or  Thirty  Thoufand 
Pounds  over  what  would  fink  the  Emilfions  of  our 
Paper  Currency.  And  by  Accounts  we  had  ftill 

afloat 
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afloat  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds',  To  that  either  our 
Affcmbly  had  been  deficient  in  Burning  it,  or  the 
Treafures  in  Accounting  ;  or  eHe  our  Sherifls  in 
paying  the  Treafurers  :  Otherwife  home  Counties 
mult  be  vallly  in  Arrears. 

As  for  our  own  County,  we  knew  it  had  Paid  to 

the  full.* - We  v/erc  of  Opinion  there  was  not 

one  Hundred  Infolvents  a  Year  in  our  County 

out  of  from  three  to  four  Thoufand.— - -But  to* 

Queition  the#Aflembly  or  Treafures,  our  Officers 
took  care  to  chide  Us  for,  and  hinted,  that  it  wftuld 
be  even  criminal  to  Suppofe  fuch  a  Thing,  for 
they  were  men  ot  fuch  Credit;  and  fuch  a  Body, 
as/  were  they  Guilty,  more  than  one  mult  be 
Combined  ;  and  luch  a  ri  hing  Could  not  be  fup- 
pofed.— — -Well,  we  could  not  help  thinking  : 
So  we  intended,  that  if  our  own  Reprefentatives^ 
would  help  us,  and  we  could  get  a  Settlement  of 
our  own  Officers,  and  if  the  Deficiency  did  not 
lay  there,  to  proceed  and  lay  the  fame  before  the 
the  Affiembly,  and  have  the  Treafurers  Accounts 
Examined.  And  il  our  Aflfembly-men  refuied  to 
join  with  us,  then  to  Petition  for  new  Eledions, 

£sV.  . 

Now,  by  the  Time  we  got  this  Anfwer,  we 

found  by  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe,  ^  that  the 
Publick  Accounts  were  really  unfettled,  by  a  Mo¬ 
tion  from  the  Governor  to  them  on  that  Head  ; 
and  now  we  were  yet  more  alarmed,  for  as  we  Un» 
derftood  the  Motion,  he  hinted,  though  in  a  de- 
licate  loft  Manner,  to  have  that  Authority  veiled 
in  the  Governor. 

Well,  the  more  that  we  difcovered  1  rungs  out 
of  order,  we  were  fenfible  the  flronger  we  ffiould 
be  oppofcd  ;  and  we  not  only  found  by  this  An- 
fvver  that  the  Governor  inclined  to  the  other  Side, 
multiplying  all  our  Faults  to  the  hignelt  1  itcii  he 
was  capable  of;  and  with  as  great  an  Extream 
Painting  the  other  Side;— - and  without  meet¬ 

ing-  together,  which  he  ftridly  forbid,  and  con- 
ferine'  together,  we  could  mane  no  Ii.and  either  in 
b  b  '  Carrying 
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Carrying  Ele&ions,  or  Reprefenting  our  Griev¬ 
ances.  Our  Hands  were  faft  tied  from  any  Relief  but 
the  Law,  and  in  that  Way  had  alfo  excufed  him- 
felf  from  Protedling  or  Helping  us,  any  farther  than 
to  Order  the  Attorney  to  fet  up  a  Proclamati¬ 
on. 

Well,  under  this  Djfficulty  we  flood  ftill,  and 
foon  faw  the  Proclamation  had  no  pffedt  at  all, 
for  the  Regilter,  or  his  Clerk,  railed  in  their  Fees 
Four-pence  or  Eight-pence  ;  upon  which  all  Hopes 
of  the  Law  vanilhed,  and  every  Channel  and  Pal- 
fage  of  Rcdrefs  was  flopped  and  fliut  up. — —  ■  ■ 
However,  after  fome  time,  as  we  thought,  the 
Governor  would  expect  fome  R.eturn  to  his  Let¬ 
ter,  and  this  we  could  not  Effect  without  breaking 
his  Orders,  fo  we  appointed  a  Meeting  to  agree 
upon  an  Anfwer  ;  and  at  the  Meeting  received  the 
following  Letter  from  the  Governor,  <viz. 

GENTLEMEN , 

«  |N  ftridl  Conformity  to  the  Promife  I  made 

X  you  in  my  Letter  dated  from  the  Council- 
Chamber,  at  BrunJ-wick ,  I  iflued  a  Proclamation 
on  my  Arrival  at  Hilljborough ,  a  Copy  of  which 
I  herewith  tranfmit  to  you. 

“  I  alfo  gave  Mr.  Attorney- General  Orders  to 
Profecute  at"  Law  all  Publlck  Officers  in  your 
.  County  for  Abufes  in  their  Offices,  on  Applica¬ 
tion  made  to  him  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  Parties 
injured. 

4<  It  is  now  therefore  by  my  Advice  and  Confent, 
that  Mr.  Tyree  Harris  wait  on  you  to  1  roceed  in 
the  Collection  of  the  Publick  County  and  Par- 
rochial  Taxes  of  Orange  County  for  the  ^  ear 

1767.  ,  ... 

<<  I  have  the  fullefl  Confidence  that  you  will, 

agreeable  to  the  Direction  of  the  above  mentioned 
Letter  to  you,  and  in  Jufliceto  the  Principles  of 
vour  Engagement  to  abide  my  Dccifion  in  Coun¬ 
cil,  make  it  a  Matter  of  Honour  and  Confcience 
among  yourfelves,  that  Mr.  Harris  and  his  Depu- 


(  32  ) 

ties  fhall  not  meet  with  any  Interruption  in  fo  ef- 
iential  and  an  immediately  neceffary  a  Difcharge 

°;  ^tity,  in  Obedience  to  the  Laws  of  tins 
Country. 

WILLIAM  TRITON-” 

Hiljborough ,  Auguji  id, 

1763.  » 

Harris  afked  for  his  Levy,— — — - and  we 

told  him,  we  had  agreed  to  lay  the  Cafe  before 
the  Aflembly  and  the  Whole  of" the  Council  be- 
icue  we  chofe  to  Pay ;  and  Nobody  offered  him. 
the  lead  Infult. 

Cc  agreed  upon  an  anfwer  to  the  Governor’s 
hid  Letter,  and  ordered  two  Men  to  deliver  it  to 
him,  which  they  did  the  5th  o ‘s  AuguJ}  ;  but  we  have 
3od  the  Copy.  However,  the  Purport  of  it  'may 
,be  feen  by  the  Governor’s  Anfwer. 

But,  on  Harris's  Return,  the  Governor’s  Offi¬ 
cers  were  out  raifing  the  Militia  round  the  Town. 
And  the  Militia  kept  fending  Meiiengers  to  us* 
one  after  another  bv  Night  and  by  Day,  what  Or- 
deis  they,  had  received,  which  was  to  meet  fuch  a 
Day,  which  was  in  a  few  Days,  and  to  bring  three 
Days  Provifion  and  nine,  Charges  of  Ammuniti¬ 
on.  Thefe  Alarms  run  Night  and  Day,  and  cauf- 
ed  Multitudes  of  People  to  gather  together,  who 
chofe  out  eight  Men,  and  fent  them  to  the  . 
Governor.- - -The  men  Returned  with  the  fol¬ 

lowing  Anfwer,  Fiz. 

“IN  the  fird  Place,  the  Governor  Declares, 
that  he  never  had  an  Intention  to  bring  down  In - 
iiiansy  nor  of  Raifing  the  Muitia,  in  Order  to 
break  in  upon  any  Settlement,  as  has  been  falfe- 
ly  Re  prefen  ted  ;  and  that  he  again  repeats  his 
in  m  Rcfolution  to  do  Judice  to  the  rreopie  in  eve¬ 
ry  .1  hing  wherein  they  have  been  injured,  as  far 
as  is  in  his  Power. 

In  the  next  Place,  Colonel  Faning  agrees, 
that  the  Difpute  between  him  and  the  People°fhall 
be  Settled  at  the  next  Supream  Court;  that  if  the 

Chief 
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Chief  juftice  and  his  Aftociates  give  Judgment  a- 
gain  it  him  on  the  Trial  of  Mr  John  Lowes  ;  or  a- 
nv  otlier  Deed,  he  is  willing  and  fhall  refund  the 
full  Sum,  over  his  Lawful  Fees,  which  he  has  tak¬ 
en,  to  every  Man  who  fhall  apply;  to  him,  bring¬ 
ing  his  Deed  along  with  him;  and  that  they  fhall 
pay  no  coil. 

“  In  the  next  Place,  Mr.  Najh' agrees  to  the 
fame  Thing,  with  RefpeCl  to  his  Clerk’s  Fees, 
as  he  has  already  wrote  to  the  Regulators. 

“  In  the  lalt  Place,  the  Accounts  of  the  Sheriffs, 
with  the  Veitry  and  the  Court,  for  the  Parifh 
and  County  Tax,  have  been  Examined,  and  ap¬ 
proved  ;  and  when  a  Settlement  is  made  for  the  In¬ 
fo]  vents,  the  full  State,  in  the  Same  Manner,  fhall 
be  Parted  up  in  the  Court-Houfe. 

“  The  Governor  will  give  no  Directions  for  the 
Sheriff  to  Proceed  in  his  Collection  till  after  the 
Supream  Court.” 

At  the  fame  Time  he  appointed  the  Regula¬ 
tors  to  meet  on  the  17th  Day  of  Auguj f,  at  George 
Sally’s,  when  the  Sheriffs  were  to  attend  with  their 
Settlement,  and  give  Satisfaction  to  the  Publick 
on  the  faid  17  th  of  Augufi. 

We  met,  but  none  of  the  part:  Sheriffs  came. 
John  Lea,  the  new  Sheriff  came,  and  brought  a 
Letter  from  the  Governor,  Viz. 

Auguft  13  th,  1768. 

Gentlemen, 

“  T  HAD  every  reafonable  Hope  that  my 

JL  Letter  to  you  from  the  Council- Chamber, 
the  2  1  ft  of  June,  would  have  given  you  not  only 
the  moft  Cordial  Satisfaction,  but  have  Prompted 
you  with  the  moft  ardent  Zeal  to  haveimmediately 
fubferibed  to  every  Direction  contained  therein, 
conformable,  to  the  declared  Refolution  in  your 
Addrefs  to  me. 

“  It  is  with  a  fincere  Regret  I  at  this  Time  re¬ 
ject  on  the  Difobedient  and  Ungrateful  Return 

E  you 


you  have  made  me,  both  by  your  Difregard  to 
every  Part  of  my  Direction  in  the  above  mention¬ 
ed  Letter,  and  your  Refufal  to  pay  your 
Publick  Levies  to  Mr.  Harris ,  late  Sheriff,  who 
demanded  them  of  you  on  the  2d  of  this  Month, 
at  a  General  Meeting,  in  Virtue  of  his  legal 
Powers,  and  in  Compliance  with  the  Letter  I  fent 
you  by  him,  urging  the  immediate  Payment  there¬ 
of. 

“  The  Candor  with  which  I  treated  the  rafh  and 
precipitate  Steps  of  your  pall  Conduit,  and  the 
juft  Means  and  efte&ual  Meafures  I  Pointed  out 
for  Removing  the  Caufes  of  complaint,  would  have 
given  ample  Satisfaction  to  every  Man  who  Petition¬ 
ed  me  with  an  Intention  to  be  fatisfied  with  Juft, 
tice.  4 

“  By  your  Letter  delivered  me  the  5th  Inftant,rby 
Meftrs.  Low  and  Hunter ,  I  have  the  Mortification 
to  find  every  Lenient  Meafure  of  mine  has  been 
Perverted,  and  the  friendly  Aid  I  offered  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  Abufes  in  Publick  Officers,  which  it  was 
my  Duty  to  Tender,  conlidered  by  you  as  In- 
fufficent. 

“  The  Force  of  the  Proclamation  was  to  Cauti¬ 
on  Publick  Officers  againft,  and  prevent  as  much 
as  poffible  Extortion.  It  is  the  Province  of  the 
Courts  of  Law  to  judge  and  Punifh  the  Extor¬ 
tioner.  The  Diftatisfa&ion  alfo  you  exprefs,  that 
your  Addrefs  and  Papers  were  not  laid  before  the 
whole  Council  is  equally  groundlefs,  with  your  De¬ 
clarations  of  the  Infufficiency  of  the  Proclamati¬ 
on. 

“  By  his  Majefty’s  Commiffion  and  InftruCtion, 
three  Counfellors  make  a  Board  ;  and  with  five 
Members  Buffnefs  may  be  tranfafted  of  the  higheft 

Dignity. — — - -Whereas  fix  Gentlemen  of  the 

Council  were  prefent  when  your  Addrefs  and 
Papers  were  laid  before  that  Board. 

“  The  Refolutions  you  have  taken  to  Pitition  the 
Legiflative  Body  is  extreamly  agreeable  to  me; 

my 
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my  Services  on  that  Occafion  ihall  not  be  wan- 
ung  to  redrefs  any  real  Grievances  *. 

“  It  is  necefl’arv  I  fhould  now  inform  you,  in 
Humanity  to  your  mifguided  Paffion,  and  in  Jukice 
to  the  Integrity  of  my  Intentions,  that  you  are 
Purfuing  Meafures  highly  Criminal  and  Illegal ; 
snd  it  is  a  Circumkance  of  real  Affliction  to  me, 
nnce  I  confider  you  as  afling  upon  Principles  no 
lefs  Void  of  Faith  and  Honour  than  inconfikent 
with  every  Moral  and  Religious  Duty. 

“  You  have  given  Occafion  to  every  Man  of 
Property  and  Probity,  by  the  open  unreferved  Me¬ 
naces  you  have  thrown  out  againit  the  Lives 
and  Properties  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
County,  to  look  on  your  Defigns  as  bent  rather 
upon  deftroying  the  Peace  of  this  Government,  and 
the  Security  of  its  Inhabitants,  than  a  Wiki  or 
Intention  to  wait  for  any  Legal  Procefs  againk 
thofe  you  imagine  have  Abufed  their  Publick 
Trufis. 

“  Upon  thefe  alarming  Profpe&s,  I  efleem 
it  my  Duty  to  provide  for  the  Safety  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  take  Care  that  the  Publick  Receive 
no  Damage  ;  to  prevent  therefore  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  the  heavy  Expence  that  muft  accrue  to  the 
Province  by  Providing  againit  the  Infults  that  are 
intended  to  be  offered  to  his  Majeky’s  Superior 
Court  of  Juftice,  lam  Peremptorily  to  require  on 
your  Part,  that  at  leak  twelve  of  your  Principals, 
and  thofe  of  the  firlt  Property,  wait  upon  me  at  Sa- 

lijbury , 

*  This  far  relates  to  our  Letter ,  which  Copy  we  have 
Loft ;  but  the  Purport ,  as  I  hinted  before ,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  Anfwer ,  and  what  I  will  novo  Ob- 
fe’rve  ;  That  is ,  we  did  not  complain  that  there  was 
not  a  fujftcient  Number  to  do  Bujinefs ,  but  that  our 
thanks  would  been  more ,  had  he  called  the  whole  Coun¬ 
cil  ;  and  we  not  only  thought  fo ,  but  likewife  both  thought 
and  expeded  he  would  have  called  the  AJfembly  on  the 
Occafion ,  Which  we  now  recommended ,  in  order  to 
Jlr  eng  then  him  to  help  us. 
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lijbury,  on  Thurfday  the  25th  of  this  Month,  and 
theie  in  my  Prefence  Execute  a  Bond  in  the  Sum 
of  One  Tboufand  Pounds,  as  a  Security  that  no  Ref- 
cue  fhall  be  made  of  William  Butler  and  Hermon 
Jiufband  at  the  Superior  Court  at  liilljborough , 
they  being  under  Recognizance  then  to  appearand 
take  their  Trials. 

WILLIAM  TRYON.” 
We  fent  him  the  following  Anfwcr,  viz. 

Auguft  19th,  1768. 

May  it  Pleafe  your  Excellency , 

WE  received  your  Letter  by  the  Hand  of 
Mr.  Lea,  at  the  only  Time  that  ever  our 
Officers  lhewed  any  real  Intentions  of  informing 
ns  to  what  Ufes  our  Money  is  applied,  and  at  a 
Time  when  we  had  Hopes  and  were  perfwaded 
Matters  were  likely  to  be  fettled  to  the  Peace  and 
Satisfaction  of  the  Publick. 

But  finding  by  your  Letter,  that  your  Excellen¬ 
cy  is  difpleafed,  and  Charges  us  with  Breach  of 
Honour,  and  that  we  have  Given  Occafion  to  be 
looked  on  as  rather  bent  upon  Deftroying  the  Peace 
of  this  Government  than  to  Wait  for  Juilice. 

At  all  which  we  are  truly  Effected  with  Sorrow, 
and  Concern  at  the  Thoughts  of  any  Difference 
arifing  between  your  Excellency  and  us,  and  that 
(as  through  falfe  P^eports  and  Alarms,  the  Com¬ 
monalty,  under  Oppreffion,  have  been  Incenfed, 
and  Occafion  given)  we  determine  to  ufe  our  ut- 
moft  Endeavours  to  guard  againit  fuch  Offences 
for  the  future. 

Amidft  our  Sorrow,  we  are  rejoiced  in  this, 
to  find  that  your  Excellency  is  agreeable  to  our 
RTolutions  to  Petition  the  Legillative  Body,  which 
is  Generally  agreed  on. 

As  to  the  Demand  for  Security,  not  to  Ref- 
cue  the  Prifoners,  we  beg  that  it  may  be  confi- 
deted,  that  the  Alarms  or  Raifing  Men  and  In¬ 
dians  to  Cut  off  the  Inhabitans  of  this  County 

as 
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as  Rebels,  when  they  knew  in  their  Hearts  ant 
Conferences  they  were  guilty  of  no  other  Crim 
but  Endeavouring  to  obtain  Juilice  and  Detect  Frau 
dulent  Practices  in  the  Officers,  which  has  been 
fo  Common  in  this  Province,  that  it  is  mentioned 
in  Many  A&s  of  Affembly  made  to  Remedy  the 
fame  ;  which  Conftantly  prove  unfuccefsful,  and 

we  Conceive  Ever  will  be  fo, - until  the 

Publick  is  Encouraged  to  aflift  and  help  by  Com¬ 
plaining  and  Producing  Matters  of  Fa6l  againfl  the 

Particulars. - Now  thefe  Alarms  were  thought 

by  the  moil  Confiderate  to  be  without  good 

Grounds, - - and  fuch  interpofed,  moderated 

and  Pacified  the  Whole  ; - and  thofe,  it  is 

likely,  may  be  looked  on  as  the  Principals  or 

Leading  men.- - And  fuch  as  thefe  will  ever 

ufe  the  fame  Care,  and  will,  no  Doubt,  be  always 

able  to  govern  the  Multitude  by  Reafon  ; - ? 

And  yet,  not  one  of  them  would  be  willing  to 
enter  into  Ponds,  for  the  Noife  of  fuch  a  Step 
would  be  likely  to  hinder  their  Influence. 

Moreover,  there  never  was  any  intent  to  Ref- 
cue  the  Prifoners,  but  to  beg  the  Governor  to  Dif- 
folve  the  Affembly  :  And  fo  far  as  we  know  the 
Minds  of  the  People  in  general,  this  one  Step 
alone  would  at  once  Stop  every  Mouth  and  every 
Complaint  but  what  would  go  through,  and  by  way 
of  fuch  Rcprefentatives  as  fhould  then  be  Cho- 
fen. 

As  the  Governor  may  obferve  by  the  Detail 
of  all  our  Proceedings,  that  it  was  the  Rcprefen¬ 
tatives  Refufing  us  a  Conference,  and  threatning 
us  for  Requeuing  one,  and  frightening  and  Deter- 
ing  us  from  Petitioning  for  Redrefs,  that  firlt  gave 

Occafion  for  Diforder ; - —therefore,  as  the 

Stopping  the  free  Paffage  of  this  Channel  for  Re¬ 
lief  has°Occafloned  the  Obftru&ion  of  good  Or- 

*  •  T  1 
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r,  fo  the  Opening  of  which  PafTage  will  as  af- 

vdly  Rellore  it  again. 

Signed,  in  Behalf  of  the  Regulators ,  hy 

James  Hunter, 
Peter  Julian, 
Ihomas  Welburn, 

If  it  was  falfe  before,  that  the  Governor  did  not 
Attempt  to  Raife  the  Militia,  it  was  true  now;  for 
finding  he  could  not  truit  the  Militia  of  our  Coun¬ 
ty,  he  try’d  all  over  the  Province ;  and  with 
what  Pains,  and  falfe  Reprefentations  of  us  is  bell 
knowm  to  the  Inhabitants  every  where  among 

whom  he  applied.- - -It  was  faid,  he  Repret 

fen  ted  us  as  a  haftion  of  Quakers  and  Baptifs,  who 
aimed  to  overfet  the  Church  of  England ,  &c. 

1  his  Caufed  Us  to  View  ourfelves,  when  we 
found  our  Body  to  confift  Promifcuoufly  of  ail 
Seds,  and  the  Men  who  we  put  molt  trull  in  were  of 
the  Church  of  England  Communion.  In  Ihort,  eve- 
ry  honell  Man  who  was  not  deterred  by  Fear  andCow- 
ardice  vvas  on  our  Side.  The  formality  of  Subfcrib- 
ing  Articles  or  Swearing  had  never  been  in  Ufe  fince 
the  Governor’s  Secretary  met  us;  and  to  prevent 
Mobs  and  Riots  was  our  Chief  Study,  as  they 
were  the  only  Thing  that  we  feared  our  Enemies 
could  get  an  Advantage  againit  us  in,  and  what 
we  believe  they  Endeavoured  to  Drive  the  Popu¬ 
lace  to. 

All  this  Preparation  of  the  Governor’s  put  us 
to  it  for  a  while  to  Rule  the  Inconfiderate,  they 
looking  on  it,  as  the  Governor  Chofe  the  Sword, 
that  they  were  at  Liberty  to  Defend  themfelves ; 
and  the  Prifoners,  they  were  afraid  to  trull  to  a 
d  rial,  lelt  they  might  Hang  them  by  an  Arbitra¬ 
ry  Power  ; - So  it  was  at  length  agreed 

the  Prifoners  fhould  not  appear,  and  every  Man  to 
be  left  at  his  Liberty  to  go  to  the  Court  as  well 
griped  or  not  as  he  Pleafed ;  but  not  to  ufe 

them 
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them  nor  offer  the  Lead  Infult,  unlefs  an  Attenu 
was  made  to  Maffacre  us  ;  and  that  if  they  coulc 
not  offer  fuch  T  erms  as  the  Governor  and  Coun 
try  could  come  to  an  Agreement  in  Peace,  to  return 
home,  and  leave  the  Governor  to  light  the 

We  had  very  little  good  Opinion  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  now ;  lor  when  the  Secretary  agreed  we 
ihould  Petition  the  Governor,  and  we  had  Adver¬ 
ted  it,  and  for  them  who  had  material  Griev¬ 
ances  to  get  them  Attefled  before  a  Magillrate,  yet 
the  Officers,  when  they  found  their  Miitake,  as 
I  mentioned  before,  foon  feared  all  the  Magiftrates 
but  one,  that  they  would  give  no  Perfon  his  Qua¬ 
lification.  And  though,  when  Hunter  mentioned 
this  in  the  Council,  at  Brunswick,  the  Reply  was, 
that  it  was  a  weak  Thing  in  them  to  a£t  fo  ;  yet 
this  one  who  had  ferved  us  was  now  fo  talked  toby  the 
Governor  himfelf,  that  he  refufed  alfcrt 

The  Governor  foon  found  he  could  not  truft  the 
Militia,  they  were  fo  generally  Attached  to  our 

Side.- - So  he  Swore  every  Man  with  an 

odd  Kind  of  an  Oath  ; — and  in  many  Places  the  In¬ 
habitants,  being  fo  alarmed,  took  our  Method, 
and  Affembled  themfclves  together  to  Confult  one 
another  what  to  do ;  and  fome  put  their  Refoluti- 
ons  in  Writing,  viz. 

Orange  County,  Jugujl  the  19th,  1768. 

“  ^  V  H  E  critical  Affairs  in  Publick  has  cauf- 
X  cd  us  to  meet  to  confult  what  is  our 

Duty. - We  have  been  warned  to  go  a- 

gainfl;  a  Set  of  People  called  Regulators,  under 
the  Term  of  being  Enemies.  But  we  look  on 
them  as  loyal  Subje&s,  A&ing  for  the  Good 

of  our  Country. . — —Until  they  are  Proved 

Enemies,  we  don’t  think  it  our  Duty  to  go  a- 
gainft  them.  - -We  hear  a  Rumour  of  be¬ 

ing  fined  for  not  appearing  again  ft  thefe  our  Bre¬ 
thren  and  Neighbours,  which  we  *  cure  to  Ap- 

pole 
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e  until  it  Can  be  made  appear  it  is  our  Du- 

- and  their  Articles  are  proved  contrary  to 

w. - And  wc  defign  to  Apply  to  hisEx- 

ilency,  our  Governor,  to  hear  our  Grievances 
in  Cafe  we  are  fined. ” 

By  the  Date  and  Purport  of  this  Paper,  it 
looks  as  though  there  had  been  Truth  in  thefe 
Alarms  mentioned  in  our  lait  Letter,  Dated  this 
fame  Day,  which  we  have  therein  allowed  to 

have  been  falfe. - 1  never  obferved  this  before 

I  was  Preparing  it  for  the  Prefs. 

Morris  Moore ,  one  of  our  Affociate  Judges,  hav¬ 
ing  Encouraged  the  Regulators  to  hand  lirm  to 
the  Caufe,  in  a  Manner  I  fuppofe  every  honeft 
Man  in  the  Province  would  have  defired  to  have 
done  if  they  were  not  frightened  out  of  it,  as 
was  attempted  on  Moore ,  as  may  be  feen  by  his 
Letter  to  Colonel  Failing. 

Spring- field,  Augnft,  the  1 2  th,  1768. 
To  Colonel  EDMOND  FANING. 
Dear  Sir , 

“A  S  much  as  I  hate  Writing,  I  am  de- 
tcrmined  to  Scratch  this  Side  down,  with 
a  bad  Pen  and  worfe  Ink,  on  the  Subjefl^  of 
the  Infurrection  in  your  County,  which  I  am  Sor¬ 
ry  to  hear  has  grown  formidable,  and  much  more 
fo  that  it  is  afcribcd  to  me  as  its  Author  and 
Encourager. 

“  1.  have  been  Calumniated  before'  now,  but 
never  So  Capitally  as  in  this  Cafe. 

u  I  allure  you  it  gives  me  much  Concern,  in 
Spight  of  the  Confolation  a  clear  Confcience 
affords  me. 

I  never  knew  or  even  favv,  as  I  know  of. 
In  all  my  Life,  any  Man  or  Men  concerned  in 

this  unlucky  Affair,  except  Hunter  and  Howell; 

and 
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?.nd  I  made  you  fully  acquainted  with  the  Ad¬ 
vice  I  gave  them  :  But  1  fhall  fay  no  more  on 
this  #Head.  I  have  blackned  my  Page,  and"  muff 
conclude  my  Letter  with  affuring  you,  I  Efleem 
you,  and  am. 

Tour  tnofl  Obedient ,  & c. 

M.  MOORE. 

On  the  firft  Day  of  the  Supream  Court,  which 
was  at  Hillsborough ,  on  the  2 2d  Day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1768,  we  appeared  about  Three  Thoufand 
Seven  Hundred,  and  took  up  about  half  a  Mile 
from  the  Town,  and  lent  our  Propofals  to  the 
Governor  ;  which  was,  That  if  he  would  let  us 
peaceably  .come  into  Town  to  Complain  of  oujr 
Officers,  and  Pardon  all  pah  Breaches  of  the  Peace, 
(except  the  two  under  Bail,  who  would  Stand 
their  Trials)  we  would  Pay  our  Levies  as  Ufual, 

&Cm 

Now  we  knew  of  no  other  Conceffion  he  could 

want  of  XJs.— - But  the  next  Day  he  lent  his 

Anfwer,  That  every  Man  mull  give  up  his  Gun 
in  Pledge,  till  the  Prifoners  were  tried  ;  upon 
which  vve  immediately  returned,  except  aoout  thnty, 

who  carried  him  their  ‘..runs. 

As  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court,  we  being 
debarred  from  being  there,  can  give  you  no  bet¬ 
ter  Information  than  that  one  of  the  I  nioners 
drew  up  in  Vindication  of  his  own  Cafe. 

Only  we  may  add,  that  a  whole  J  roop  of  Bomb 
Sheriffs  came  after  us  next  Day  to  take  fuch  as 
they  had  Orders  for  back  ;  and  where  they  meet 
with  quiet  peaceable  Men,  they  went  along,  but^ 
Tome  of  a  contrary  Diipolition  uled  fome  of 
them  very  rough.  All  thofe  who  went  along,  tlie 
Bills  were  all  found  Ignoramus.  .  . 

The  cafe  of  Hermon  Hu/band,  Prifoner,  aforefaid,  is 

as  follows  ;  *  ..  c 

On  the  fecond  Day  of  May,  a  little  a.ter  S.un- 

F  nfe* 
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rife,  ten  or  a  dozen  Men,  armed  with  Guns  and' 
1  litols,  entered  the  back  Door  of  'my  Houfe  _ _ 

and  -Thomas  Han,  took  hold  of  me,  and  faid,’  You 
are  the  King’s  prifoner. 

I  a  Iked,  upon  what  Account _ _ pie  faid 

on  Sufpicion  of  having  a  Hand  in  the  Mob. 

]  hey  hurried  me  off,  without  letting  my  Wife 
letch  me  lome  money  ;  when  I  called  to  her  for 

boine;— - In  about  two  Miles  they  come  up  to 

.Where  Colonel  Faning,  was  waiting  for  them.. _ 

He  alked I  me,  Uutteiingly,  and  with  vifible  Con- 
luiion,  Why  I  did  not  come  to  fee  him  in  fo  Ion? 
a  time.-  ~“T  t0^  f  new  no  call  I  had. 

*  —He  laid,  Well,  you’ll  come  along  now* 

— - 1  laid,  I  luppofe  I  muff  - - -He  faid,  ay  • 

*  V  7"Tand  let  ofF  t0  Town,  where  William 
Jduttler  and  I  were  put  into  a  Fort,  mounted  with  two 
Swivel  Guns,  under  a  ifrong  Guard;  and  after 
Jome  Hours  took  me  out  before  Thomas  Loyd,  who 
read  a  Paper  of  fome  Body  having  informed,  there 

was  caufe  of  bufpicion,  that  I  "had  a  Hand  in 
the  mob. 

I  told  him  I  had  not _ Then  he  Swniv 

Colonel  Tuning,  who  laid,  he  formerly  had  received 
a  caper,  iun.momng  him  to  appear  at  a  Mill,  and 
■he  thought  it  was  my  Hand  ; - And  he  had  re¬ 

ceived  papers  from  the  Mob,  which  referred  to  that 
-Paper. 

Then  John  Hogen  was  fwore  ; - who  faid,  I 

had  confeffed  I  had  been  at  fome  Meetings  of 
the  Mob; 

Thomas  Loyd  then  ordered  me  to  Prifon  •  and 
William  But  tier  was  put  in  with  me,  where  we 
lay  rill  about  Midnight,  when  we  were  taken  out, 
and  tied  Hand  and  Foot  ;  and  many  telling  us  we 
would  be  hanged,  Butiter  elpeciaily,  if  I  elcaped. 

“ - It  came  imo  my  Mind,. that  if  I  made 

Colonel  Faning  lome  Promiles  he  would  let  me  go. 

7  ~T  ^°»  on  mY  Morion,  he  was  lent  for,  who 
signified  to  me  he  had  been  alleep,  and  was  cal- 


_ 
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ed  and  told  I  wanted  to  fee  him,  and  ho  had 
come  to  fee  what  1  wanted  with  him. 

Says  I,  if  I  may  g«  Home,  I  will  promife  not 
to  concern  myfelf  any  more  whether  you  take  too 

large  Fees  or  not,  &c. - It  took  with  him  ; 

and,  afcer  huming  a  little,  he  repeated  over  what 
I  muft  promife  ;  which,  as  near  as  I  can  remem¬ 
ber,  was  to  this  Effiedl  : 

“  You  promife  never  to  give  your  Opinion  of 

the  Laws, — - nor  frequent  affembling  yeur- 

felf  among  People - nor  fhew  any  Jealoufies 

of  the  Officers  taking  extortionary  Fees  ; - and 

if  you  hear  any  others  fpeaking  dilrelpedlfully,  or 
hinting  any  Jealoufies  of  that  Nature,  of  Offi¬ 
cers,  that  you  will  reprove  and  caution  them  ; 
and  that  you  will  tell  tta  People  you  are  fatis- 
fied  all  the  Taxes  are  agreeable  to  Law,  ■ — 
and  do  every  Thing  in  your  Power  to  moderate 
and  pacify  them.” 

All  which  I  promifed,  with  a  particular  Excepti¬ 
on,  that  when  any  Election  was  on  Hand,  1  re- 
ferved  Liberty  to  affemble  myfelf  among  People* 

and  to  have  Liberty  to  converfe  :  - - And  to 

this  he  faid,  To  be  fure. 

This  was  fo  barefac’d,  that  as  there  was  twenty 
or  thirty  of  the  Country  People  to  guard  us,  I 
looked  every  IVlinute  to  fee  them  ciy  out,  and 
releafe  us 

But 


#  I  was  not  fo  much  miflaken  here  in  the  People  as 
1  was  afterwards  informed  ;  for  they  had  JMeJfengers 
rowing  and  going  all  Night ,  carrying  Intelligence  to  the 
Country  below  T own ,  who  were  gathering  in  Compa¬ 
nies  on  every  P art  of  the  Road  to  match  their  Notions  ; 
for  there  were  People  belon.v  'Town  who  had  been  led  in¬ 
to  the  Secret  of  their  Defigns ,  which  was  abfolutely  to 
Hang  two  or  three  of  us ,  at  all  Events ,  to  fcaie  tree 

J left.' _ And  thefe  Plans  were  laid  down  below, ,  and 

thefe  Orders  fent  up  for  our  Officers  to  bring  down  two 

or  three  of  us.  They  had  attempted  this  fame  Thing  be¬ 
fore 
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But  Farting  went  and  walked  to  and  fro  a  few 
Minutes  by  himfelf ;  then  came  to  us,  and  faid, 

we  mull  enter  into  Bail  : - - So  feme  of  them- 

felves  bailed  me  ;  and  took  me  for  Buttled s  Bail. 
- - — But  they  had  exceeding  hard  Work  be¬ 
fore  Battler  would  confent ; - when  they  told  him 

Aery  lciioudy,  that  it  he  went  to  Newborn  lie 

adually  would  be  hanged  ■  — —fie  paufed 

a  while,  and  laid,  I  hive  but  one  Life,  and  1  free - 
ly  can  give  that  up  for  this  Caufe ;  for,  God 
above  knows,  our  Caufe  is  juft.  And  he  did  not 
conlent  at  laft  till  Faring  prom i fed  to  clear  him  at 
the  Court,  without  Coft. 

It  was  now  Day-break,  and  about  Sun-rife  w<$ 
got  the  Recognizances  done,  and  was  hurried  a- 
way  to  ftop  the  People  from  coming  after  us. 

Now  when- the  Governor  and  Country  fell 

out,  and  he  got  to  inlifting  and  fwearing  Men, _ 

and  Morris  Moore’s  Letter  W'as  handed  about  to 
ihew  he  was  fear’d,  I  concluded  to  fell  my  Land, 
and  raife  Money  to  clear  my  Bail,  and  fo  leave 
the  Province  ;  for  I  was  now  left  alone  ;  the  Re¬ 
gulators,  fome  of  them  in  halted  me,  that  if  I  did 
not  join  now,  they  would  let  the  Governor  do  as 
he  .pleated  with  me.  i  • 

I  was 

*  ~  '  •  '  "  '  *  ■  ■  I  l  +***  m  ~  ^  innun  mmmm  , 

fore,  while  I  aning  was  below  in  a  faore  formidable 
Manner  ;  for  they  had  ordered  fever  al  Captains  below 
Town  to  haws  Companies  under  them  on  the  Road 1  at  fe¬ 
deral  Stages ,  and  appointed  a  Mufter  above  Town  ;  at 
which  Mufter  they  were  to  pick  cut  juch  a  Number  as 
were  fait  able,  and  go  and  take  two  or  three ,  and  with 
all  Speed  convey  them  below  T own,  and  deliver  them  to 
thefe  f  cjh  Companies  ftaged  there ,  to  prevent  bein<r 
overtaken.  Nothing  but  the  Bafemfs  of  their  Defigtt 
could  have  given  them  juch  Sujpicipns  of  being  follow¬ 
ed. - - However,  fome  cute  Fellow,  at  the  Mufer 

above  Town,  raifed  a  Report,  that  Three  Hundred  Re¬ 
gulators  were feerj  to  crofs  Haw- River  that  Morning  ;  and 
the  Companies,  Officers  and  all,  each  took  his  own 
Road,  and  made  the  bejl  of  their  way  Home. 
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I  was  for  my  Safety  obliged  to  abfeond  from 
them  as  well  as  the  Governor,  and  took  the 
Woods  for  two  Weeks,  and  had  got  fifteen  Miles 
from  my  Habitation,  and  had  fentVor  my  Idorfe, 
Clothes  and  Money,  to  fet  off  in  a  Day  or  two! 

- - — This  Meffenger,  luckily  for  the  Province, 

met  John  Wilcocks  at  my  Houfe ; - and  my  Wife 

ventured  to  inform  him  where  he  might  fee  me. _ 

He  gave  me  Encouragement  to  hand  Trial,  by  af- 
furing  me,  a  great  Number  of  good  honeft  Gentle¬ 
men  was  coming  up  to ' fee  that  Juflice  fhould  be 
done  ;  and  among  the  reft  a  Lawyer. 

Wilcocks  left  me  at  John  Pyle’s,  while  he  and 
Pyle  went  to  Town  to  fee  it  t lie  Lawyer,  or  any 
of  them  had  come  :  But  Fnning  could  tell  them 
the  Lawyer  was  not  a  coming  ;  and  ordered  him 
and  Pyle  out  of  Town. 

Upon  this,  Wilcocks  was  almoft  outdone  ;  but 
engaged  me  to  ltay  till  he  rid  down  to  Crofs-creek 

to  meet  ,  or  hear  what  had  become  of  them. _ 

He  never  returned  till  the  Night  before  Court,  and 
heard  nothing  of  his  Lawyer,  or  Friends  ;  but  by 
fair  Promifes  from  fome  of  the  Council  and  head 
Officers,  and  the  King’s  Attorney,  that  I  fhould 
get  Juftice,  he  would  have  me  venture;  and  had 
Orders  from  the  Attorney-General  for  me  not  to 
come  in  to  Town,  but  to  ftay  among  the  Regu¬ 
lators  till  he  came  out  to  us. 

After  the  Attorney  general  had  come  out,  the 
Regulators  would  not  let  me  go  into  Town,  unlefs 
every  Body  had  Liberty  to  go,  as  ufual  in  all 

courts  ;  .  . and  Wilcocks  being  difeouraged, 

confented  to  let  me  go  oft' ;  and1  when  it  was  dark 
he  accompanied  me  fome  of  the  Way,  but  as  foon 
as  we  got  from  among  the  Croud,  he  rid  on  be¬ 
fore  very  filent  fome  time,  and  claped  his  hand  on 
his  thigh,  and  cries  out  aloud,  The  Lord  have 
Mercy  on  me,  the  whole  Province  is  undone  ! 
good  God  ; — that  ever  I  was  born  ! 

This,  and  the  like,  he  repeated  feveral  Times 
after  Intervals  of  bilence, 

V  *  *  •  v 

•  -  I  waited 
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I  waited  to  hear  if  lie  would  reflect  any  thing 
on  me  ;  but  when  I  found*he  did  not,  and  being 
convinced  his  Sight  of  the  advantage  my  going 
away  would  &ive  our  Enemies,  1  confulted  in  my- 
felf  what  to  do  :  I.  had  no  Point  to  determine, 
but  whether  to  rifk  my  Life  or  not ;  here  was 
the  Ruin  of  the  Province  for  certain  put  in  one 
Scale,  a  Rifk  of  lofing  my  Life  by  falfe  Arbi¬ 
trary  Proceedings  in  the  other ;  and  the  Safety  of 
the  Privileges  and  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  foon  outweighed  — r — — -So  I  rid  up  a  little 
nearer  to  Wilcocks ,  and  waited  till  lie  gave  another 
Cry  to  lament  rhe  Cafe  ;  then  I  afked 
him,  if  he  was  of  the  Mind  I  had  belt  hand  Tri¬ 
al  yet; - he^  fays,  Yes,  and  I  will  go  with 

you  and  hand  by  you  to  the  laft  ; - - which 

I  fincerely  belive  he  was  confident  at  that  Time  to 
perform,  as  Peter  ever  was.  And  I  alfo  confided  in  him. 
that  I  had  one  Friend. 

But  now  again,  after  we  took  up  Camp,  and 
fpent  great  Part  of  the  night  in  telling  him  how 
they  had  Carried  on  Matters,  and  he  viewing,  I 
fuppofe,  what  he  had  feen,  got  a  Sight  that  a 
Snare  was  laid  for  my  Life,  which  he  put  to  me, 
-to  let  him  know  if  I  had  any  Apprehenfion  that 
wav,  that  he  would  by  no  Means  be*'  the  Caufe 
of  perfwading  me  into  any  Danger  of  that 
kind. 

I  told  him  not  to  fay  a  Word  on  that  Head, 
for  my  refolutions  was  fixed,  and  had  I  more  than 
one  Life  to  loofe  they  were  unalterable. . 

When  we  came  into  Town  next  Morning,  be¬ 
fore  an  Hour,  I  clearly  difcovered  by  Wilcocks* s  coun¬ 
tenance,  that  he  was  feared  ; - “but 

nor  nothing  elfe  could  now  alter  my  Refolutions 
to  Hand  the  Teft  :  And  Wilcocks  made  a  Motion  to 
me  to  fee  a  Lawyer.  And  when  I  went  to  them, 
in  this  Condition,  for  though  my  Senfes  remained 
good,  yet  Property  felt  to  me  of  no  value  ;  for, 
(it  is  a  very  true  Saying,  That  all  a  Man  has  he 

1TM  II 
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S1  TSdf°aid  Rifrf  th7^00n  sot  all  the  Mo. 
y  I  had,  ant.  Bonds  and  Notes  for  i  to  f.  more 

But  when  Wilcocks  came  to  know  I  had  given 

fo  much,  he  caBed  me  Fool ;  and  Teemed  |riev- 

ove’r~4h™  W3S  "  h°PeS  h£  h3d  *ot 

Lefter  MorninS  I  received  the  following 

Jta  ’Ll!"  H>"d  >4 

To  Mr%  HUSBAND, 


A 


SIR, 


Sef.  z3d,  at  Mr.  Cate’s. 


T  °rdered  °0t  °f  Town*  under 

X  t  retence  of  being  concerned  with  the  Reo-u_ 
lators  which  probably  may  furprife  you  again ; 
but  I  hope  you  will  take  Refolution,  and  not 
be  feared  by  our  Enemy,  which  is  their  only 
Scheme  to  defeat  us;  but  you  may  depend  I 
Bull  fend  Sorrn  body  m  to  be  your  Security,  in 
Cafe  a  Bill  lhould  be  found  againft  you. 

*  f 

Sir,  T our  Jincere  Friend  and  bumble  Servant , 

t  , 

JOHN  WILCOCKS. 


r  not  0ne  Friend  left;  and  I  rid 

'°me.  Miles  out  i«to  the  Country,  to  get  Tome 
word  fent  to  my  own  neighbourhood,  if  poffi- 
ole,  to  get  fome  of  them  to  come  and  be  Evi¬ 
dences  for  me,  as  well  as  to  profecure  Officers, 
for  I  equally  faw  our  Caufe  Jofl  if  we  did  not 
make  Something  appear  this  cou/t  aeainft  them. 

I  here  I  met  with  another  Letter  from  Wilcocks 
t0  the  Attorney-General,  by  which  J  found  I 
need  look  for  no  help  from  that  Quarter  ;  for  any 
iruft  that  he  put  in  Attorney-General  I  was 

now 


tfaoHwr 
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now  perfwaded  Would  fail.  The  Letter  was  ai 

follows.  , 

September,  1760. 

To  Mr.  M  ‘  G  U  I  R  E,  Attorney-General. 

Sir,  .  _  . 

/-«-A  HIS  ferves  to  inform  you,  there  was 

Occafion  for  my  leaving  Town  in  a  few 

Minutes  Warning. - 1  mult  think  I  am  very  1  1 

rewarded  for  all  the  Fatigue  and  Care,  with 
the  Rifle  of  my  Life  and  Eftate,  in  order  and 
for  no  other  End  but  to  accommodate  fo  danger¬ 
ous  a  Difpute.  ,  „ 

As  I  had  no  other  Occafion  to  be  oecuri- 

ty  for  Hujland  but  to  prevent  Mifchief,  you, 
with  the  Court,  cannot  be  unacquainted  with 
,ny  Induftry  in  the  Matter,  and  of  their  En¬ 
couragement  to  me  for  that  Purpo.e,  winch  I 
faithfully  acted,  as  far  as  capable  :  However 
Envy  and  Malice  may  reprefent  me  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  or  Court,  I  am  ready  to  anfwer  for 
when  called  on.  That  you  wont  let  me  Lifter 
for  my  good  Intent,— and  encourage  Hujband  to 
ftand  his  Ground  till  lam  releafed  of  his  Secu¬ 
rity  ;  and  if  he  is  found  guilty,  that  Security  may 
be  found  for  him  till  Trial. 

Sir,  Tour  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  W  I  L  C  O  C  K  S. 

It  was  on  a  Sunday  that  I  got  this  Letter,  hav¬ 
ing-  as  1  laid  rid  out  fome  Miles  to  fend  to  my 
own  Neighbourhood,  but  was  oblige  to  get  a 
Pafs  before  I  could  g*  out  of  Town.  I  could 
not  even  walk  the  Streets  about  the  Court- Houle 
without  being  Infulted  at  every  Turn.  I  he  Sol¬ 
diers  thrulting  their  Bayonets  at  me  within  a 
few  Inches  of  my  Body,  and  draging  me  on  e 
into  a  Publick-  Houfe,  fetting  me  upon  a  Table* 
and  furrounding  me  with  a  Ring,  made  Spor^_ 


of  me,  which  after  a  half  or  quarter  of  an  Hour 
at  leaft,  I  obferved  John  Ajh>  who  was  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officer,  reach  forth  his  Hand  to  puffi 
fome  of  them  from  me,  and  fays,  Hold,  don’t 
carry  the  joke  too  far. 

I  catched  hold  of  his  Sleeve,  and  when  he  look¬ 
ed  on  me,  I  afked  him  if  I  was  at  liberty. - 

Says  he,  You  have  been  under  no  Confinement. 
Then  I  pufhed  my  Way  through  them  ;  and  to 
help  Mr.  AJtfs  Memory,  as  I  hear  he  denies  this, 
he  came  to  me  in  the  Street,  and  afked  me,  why 

I  had  afked  him  if  I  was  at  liberty. - Be- 

caufe,  fays  I,  John  Wilcocks  had  told  me  thou  was 
the  Commanding  Officer. 

The  Pafs  was  as  follows,  *uix* 


Sir, 


p 


E  R  M  I  T  Mr,  Herman  Hufband  to  pafs  your 
Guard  and  Centinels.  I  am. 

Sir ,  your  moj, }  humble  Servant , 

THOMAS  LOYD,  Major-General 


To  the  Officer  of  the 
Guard,  at  the  Weft 
End  of  Hiljborough-t 
Su  turd  ay  Noon. 

The  following  is  the  Qualification  of  Peter 
Savory ,  who,  at  this  Campaign  bore  the  T  itle  of 
Captain  Savory ,  for  I  had  obferved  him  to  Look 
at  lome  of  the  Soldiers. 

His  Evidence  is  as  follows,  viz. 


Orange  Coun-  }  TT"^  HIS  Day  came  Peter  Sa- 

ty,  Jf.  f  A  *vory  before  me,  and  made 

Oath,  That  at  laft  Sempt ember  Superior  Court  he 

G  faw 


/ 
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law  feveral  young  Men  a  pufhing  their  Bayonets 
towards  Herman  Hu/band,  but  did  not  know  them  to 
touchhim.  Certified  under  my  Hand,  this  25th  Day  of 
March ,  1769. 

JOHN  PRY  OR. 

On  M&ndy  Morning  two  or  three  of  my  Neigh¬ 
bours  had  come  ;  and  as  foon  as  Court  fat,  Colo¬ 
nel  Faxing  accufed  me  of  Crimes  committed  fince  I 
had  entered  into  the  Recognizances,  and  fignified 
they  were  of  fo  high  a  Nature  as  concerned  my 
Life. 

Hereupon  I  was  committed  to  Prifon.——- 
And  the  firft  Salutation  I  received  from  the  Prifo- 
ners,  was  their  Pointing  to  a  Gallows,  eredled  be¬ 
tween  two  Joyces  of  the  Prifon,  right  over  the 
middle  of  the  Floor ;  and  the  Prifon  was  new 
built,  of  a  higher  Pitch  than  ufual,  and  forted 
round. 

Here  were  nine  or  ten  Prifoners,  Moft  on  account 
of  the  Regulation,  and  the  Prifon  fo  little,  that  we 
could  not  all  lay  down  at  once.  The  Remem¬ 
brance  of  what  I  had  read  of  Inquifitions,  Eaft- 
India  Imprifonments,  &c.  was  now  very  frefh  ia 
my  Mind. 

At  Night  William  Butler  and  me  were  fent  for  ; 
and  there  were  fome  men  procured  to  be  our  Bail ; 
- - —but  when  I  got  out  I  found  my  Neigh¬ 
bours  and  Evidences  were  all  gone.  If  property 
was  of  no  Value  to  me  before,  it  was  lefs  now. 
I  looked  on  myfelf  as  a  Captive  among  Enemy 
Indians,  Nabobs,  or  Lord  Inquifitors.  Ltry’d  the 
Lawyers,  whether  they  were  fond  of  greater  Ob¬ 
ligations  ;  and,  as  I  hinted  before,  my  Senfes  was 
good  enough  ;  and  I  remembered  the  flory  of  the 
Beaver,  that  when  he  was  chafed  for  his  Stones,  cut 
them  out,  and  threw  them  away.  So  I  gave  them 
what  Notes  or  Bonds  they  pleafed  to  write;  for  I 
never  read  or  examined  a  Word  in  them. 

At  next  Superior  Court,  before  my  Trial  came 
on,  thefe  Obligations  were  demanded  of  me  ;  but 


I  denied  Payment  of  them,  as  I  looked  on  them  to 
be  of  no  Force ;  and  the  Lawyers  urged  Honour 

in  the  Cafe.  .  ,  .. 

Upon  which  I  told  them  to  quit  the  Obligations, 

and  I  would  pay  them  as  much  as  I  could  do  with 
Honour,  and  without  being  laughed  at  for  a  Fool. 
However,  they  have  fued  for  the  Obligations  ; 

_ _ and  for  the  Information  of  the  Publick, 

and  all  Concerned  for  Juftice,  I  would  inform 
them,  That  our  Law,  by  Chap.  IV.  in  Sedion 
the  zd.  of  Volume  ill,  Page  hi,  allows  an  At¬ 
torney  Thirty  Shillings  for  a  Suit  in  the  General 
Court,  and  Fifteen  Shillings  in  the  County  Courts ; 
which,  as  by  the  Preamble  to  the  faid  Law  may  be 
feen,  was  thought  fufficient  to  compenfate  an  At¬ 
torney  for  his  Trouble  for  profecuting  or  defend¬ 
ing  any  Suit  or  Caufe  in  any  of  the  faid  Courts 

in  this  Province.  ,  .  . 

And  in  Page  the  10th  of  "Volume  the  3d,  in 
44th  Sedion,  a  Lawyer’s  Fee  is  declared  to  be 
Thirty  Shillings  in  the  Superior  Court  ;  and  m 
the  Fee  Bill,  Attorney-General’s  Fee  is  to  be  m 
common  Suits  the  fame  as  another  Attorney,  which 
implies  other  Attornies  Fees  were  afcertained. 
Neither  are  they  authorized  by  any  Law  to  tanc 
more ;  nor  is  there  any  other  larger  Fees  any  where 

eftablifhed.  .  on*. 

And  bv  the  Law,  in  Page  140,  Sedion  11,  a  y 

Perfon  or  Perfons  whatfoever  are  debarred  from 
creating,  making,  demanding  or  receiving  any  o- 
ther  Fees  than  fuch  as  fhall  be  elhni  1  ™  V 
Governor,  Council  and  General-A  cm  y. 

Here  is  no  Exception  made  ot  Lawyers. 

The  Lawyers  will  attempt  to  urge,  that  any 

Tradefman  has  a  Liberty  to  make  a  Bargain,  an 
fet  a  Price  on  his  own  Work,  according  as  he  does 

his  Work  ; - for,  fay  they,  if  we  mu, l  be  urn- 

fined  to  the  lawful  Fee,  we  will  do  no  more  for 

that  Fee  than  the  Law  obliges  us  to  do. 

To  the  firft  I  fay,  No  Tradefman  could  be-  at 

fuch  Liberty  were  there  the  fame  Laws  prohibiting 
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them,  and  fettin g  Bounds  to  the  Prices  of  their 

W  ork  as  there  is  to  Lawyers  Fees. _ 

FJeither  is  there  the  fame  Reafon  to  fet  Bounds 

to  the  one  as  there  is  to  the  other; _ for 

if  one  Man  will  have  Finery  and  Superfluity  on 
a  1  lece  of  work,  and  pay  a  high  Price  for  it, 
this  does  not  oblige  his  Neighbour  to  do  fo  too. 

y ^  be'ca.s  by  a  ^arger  Fee  to  a  Lawyer  than 

is  Sufficient  to  compenfate  him,  taking  one  Action 
with  another,  for  his  Trouble  and  Expence  in 
profecuting  or  defending  any  Suit  or  Caufe,  fo 
far  as  is  neceffiary  and  juft,  fo  far  the  Law  obliges 
him  to ;  (in  Anfwer  to  the  lall  Part  of  the  Obje&i- 
°n.)  I  fay,  by  one  Man’s  giving  more,  it  is  at¬ 
tended  with  this  Evil  ;  fuch  Attorney  can  afford 
and  will  fludy  fo  much  Sophiflry  and  falfe  Argu- 
ments  and  Gloffies,  that  will  blind  Influence  and 
confule  the  Jury,  as  makes  it  neceffiary  for  the  o- 
ther  honell  Man  to  run  to  the  fame  Expence,  juft 
to  unravel  and  undo  the  falfe  unneceffay  Work  the 
other  has  done  ;  and  in  all  this  Cod  and  Expence 
(which  is  not  only  their  Fees)  there  is  not  the  lead 
Benefit ;  nor  is  it  in  the  lead  conducive  to  come 
at  T  ruth  and  Juifice,  but  quite  contrarily  renders 
it  obfcure  and  Dark:  And  at  bed,  where  the 
Parties  are  equally  yoked,  it  makes  the  fame  Ju- 
flice  coflly  and  hard  to  be  come  at,  and  ferves  to 
encreafe  an  unneceffary  Number  of  Men,  as  Law-jf 
yers,  who  might  be  ufeful  Members  of  Society 
in  following  other  neceffiary  Bufinefs.  And  this 
Evil  has  always  been  forefeen  by  all  Legiflative 
Bodies,  who  have  bounded  their  Fees  by  the  Laws. 
- —  But  Man’s  Ambition,  who  are  contenti¬ 
ous  -one  againd  another,  has  prompted  them  to  fuch 
a  willing  Compliance  to  the  Layer’s  Avarice,  in 
\  lolation  of  tbofe  Laws,  that  in  this  Province, 
and  perhaps  ail  others,  this  Evil  has  grown  fo, 
that  it  Ade&s  the  peaceable  honed  Man  fo  much, 
that  the  Lawyers  has  become  the  greated  Burden 
and  Bane  of  Society  that  we  have  to  druggie  under ; 
which  Indances  are  fo  numerous,  it  would  -be  te¬ 
dious 
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dious  to  mention  more  than  a  few  Inftances. 

.  Firft>  they  have  by  thefe  unlawful  Means  been 
impowered  to  calculate  the  Laws  to  fuit  their  Put- 
poles  ;  and  where  a  contentious  Fellow  owes  an 
honeft  Man  a  juft  Debt,  we  will  fuppofeit  but  Five 
Pounds,  a  Lawyer  will  have  Th  rty  Shillings  for 
this  Caule  in  the  County  Court,  and  Five  Pounds 
in  the  Superior  if  he  appeals ;  where,  if  the  ho¬ 
ned  Man  gains  his  Action,  he  recovers  Seven 
Pounds  Five  Shillings  ;  and  is  Six  Pounds  Ten  Shil¬ 
lings  out  of  Pocket,  and  fo  recovers  juft  Fifteen 
Shillings  for  his  Five  Pounds. 

And  where  an  honeft  Man  is  indicted  by  a  Rogue, 
he  mult  pay  a  Lawyer  at  leaft  Five  Pounds  ;  and 
if  he  is  acquitted  or  not,  the  Colt,  befides  Five 
Pounds,  is  the  leaft  they  will  look  at  now  a-Days  ; 
and  this  every  Year  growing  higher  Ten  Pounds, 
and  Fifty  Pounds  in  difficult  Cafes.  And  if  a  Law¬ 
yer  may  extort  of  me  Five  Pounds,  why  not  Three 
LIundred  or  Five  Hundred  ?— — — as  in  my  own 

Cafe  ;  for  I  was  acquitted,  as  will  be  feen  here¬ 
after. 

When  a  Man  is  guilty  of  a  Crime,  and  pays 
dear  for  it,  he  has  a  Remedy  wherewith  to  guard 
himfelf  for  the  future,  that  is,  to  take  Care  and 
not  be  guilty  a  fecond  Time  ;  but  an  honeft  Man 
has  no  Refuge,  but  is  liable  to  the  fame  Coft  e- 
very  Year. 

If  a  Man  owes  me  a  Debt  of  Twenty  Pounds,  I 
am  lure  to  be  three  Pounds  Ten  Shillings  out  of 
Pocket ;  for  no  Lawyer  will  touch  my  Caufe  for 
lels  than  Five  Pounds  ;  and  I  can  recover  but 

Thirty  Shillings  : - And  many  Times  they  alk 

Ten  Pounds  ;  and  why  not  in  Time  grow  as  ge¬ 
nerally  to  Ten. 

Now  is  it  not  ftrange  what  Cuftom  will  do  ;  it  is 

a  fecond  Nature,  as  it  is  juftly  called. - For 

in  this  Cafe  the  Lawyers  have  praCtifed  taking  Ex¬ 
tortionary  Fees  fo  long,  without  being  punifhed, 
cither  by  the  Penal  Laws  or  Indictments,  both, 
which  they  are  liable  to  ;  that  they  now  are  har- 


by  the  Law. 

I  hope  the  Province  will  not  be  long  fo  grofly 
blinded  ;  fuppofe  1  fuffer  now  through  the  Stupidi¬ 
ty  which  Cultom  has  blinded  us  with. 

The  following  is  a  Copy,  off  the  Docket,  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Indictments  at  this  Court  againft  the 
Principal  Perfons,  one  on  each  Side,  viz. 

North-  Carolina,  Hiljbo-  1  AT  a  Superior  Court 
rough  Diitria.  j  Jr\  of  Jultice,  began 
and  held  for  the  Diftrift  of  Hillborough,  at  the 
Court-houfe  in  the  Town  of  Hillborough,  on  the 
zzd  Day  of  September,  1768. 

PRESENT, 

The  Honourable  Martin  Edwards,  Efquire, 
Chief  Jultice,  and  Maurice  Moore  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Henderson,  Efquires,  His  Majelty’s  Alfo- 

'dates,  &c. 

The  King  1  Indiament  f 

agft.  S  for  <  Ignoramus, 

Herman  Hujband .  J  2.  Rout.  £ 


Edmond  Faning, 
George  Henry , 
‘Jehu  Butler , 
John  Lea , 
Zacb.  Rogers , 


Same 

agft. 


Same. 


for  '  <  Ignoramus, 

a  Rout.  / 


Willi c.m  Holmes , 
George  Henry ? 


Witneffes, 


Same 
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Same  1 

1  Indidment  f 

agft.  £ 

for  < 

Ignoramus. 

Same,  j 

a  Rout.  £ 

* 

Same  Witneffes. 

Same  1 

>  Indidment  f 

agft.  | 

for  1 

A  true  Bill. 

Same.  J 

|  a  Rout.  £ 

Same  Witneffes. 

And  the  Defendant,  by  his  Attorney,  comes  and 
defends  the  Force  and  Injury,  when  and  where, 
&c.  and  faith,  that  he  is  not  Guilty  in  Manner 
and  Form  as  the  Plaintiff  againd  him  hath  de¬ 
clared  ;  and  of  this  he  puts  himfelf  upon  God  and 
the  Country  :  Therefore  let  a  Jury  come,  agree¬ 
able  to  Ad  of  Affembly,  to  Recognize,  Sec . 

•w 

The  fame  Day  came  the  Defendant  by  his  At¬ 
torney  ;  whereupon  came  alfo  a  Jury,  viz.  J - - 

M- - -,  B -  W - - - ,  J - 

K - ,  M - R - ,  A - H - , 

A -  W - ,  W -  D - , 

R - K - ,  G - — -  R - , 

J - B- - ,  J- - M - ,  and 

R— —  W— — — ,  who  being  eleded,  try’d, 
and  fworn  the  Truth  to  fpeak,  upon  the  Iffue  join¬ 
ed,  upon  their  Oaths  do  lay.  That  the  Defendant 
is  not  Guilty  in  Manner  and  Form  fet  forth  in 

the  Indidment. - Therefore  it  is  the  Opinion 

of  the  Court  that  the  Defendant  be  difeharged  by 
Proclamation,  Se c. 

True  Copy. - Ted. 

J.  Watson,  Clerk. 

North  • 


I 
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North-Carolinct ,  Hiljbo *  A  T  a  Superior  Court  of 
rough  DiitriCt.  jTjL  Juflice,  began  and  held 
for  the  DiitriCt  of  Hillborough,  at  the  Court-houfe 
in  Hillborough  Town,  on  the  2 2d  Day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1768. 

PRESENT, 


The  Honourable  Martin  Howard,  Efquire, 
Chief  Jullice,  Maurice  Moore,  and  Richard 
Henderson,  Efquires,  His  Majelty’s  Alfociates. 


The  King  1  Indictment 

aglt.  >  for 

Edmond  Faning.  j  Ex  tor. 


\ 


Pleads 

not 

Guilty. 

f*  Jury  impannel- 
j  ed  and  fworn, 
!  find  the  Defen- 
|  dant  Guilty  : 
j  Fined  One  Pen - 
<-ny,  and  Colts. 


Same 

agft. 

Same. 

Same 

agft. 

Same. 

Same 

agft. 

Same. 

* 

Same 

agft. 

Same. 

Same 

agft. 

Same. 


1 

1 

I 

1 


Indictment 

for 

Extor. 

t 

Indictment 

for 

Extor. 

I 

Indictment 

for 

Extor. 

Indictment 

for 

Extor. 

Indictment 

for 

Extor. 


Same  Entry. 


Same  Entry. 


Same  Entry. 


* 

Same  Entry. 


Same  Entry. 

7  • 

Same 


I 
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Same  1  Indi&ment  1 

agft.  >  tor  >  Aute  fau  ConvicL 

Same,  J  Extor.  j 

There  are  many  more,  but  thefe  may  fuffice. 

William  Butler  and  two  others  were  tried,  and  found 
guilty,  and  fentenced  to  lay  -in  Prifon  fome 

Months,  and  pay  a  large  Fine  ; - but  at  the 

Clofe  of  the  Court,  two  of  the  Prifoners  Broke 
out,  and  the  third,  though  the  Door  was  open, 
would  not  go  till  he  got  a  Difcharge. 

The  Governor’s  Men  began  to  die  with  the 
Flux  ;  and  the  Officer^  being  found  guilty,  they 
grew  generally  very  difcontented  and  angry. — • 
The  Governor  fent  a  Difcharge  after  the  two 
other  Prifoners,  and  a  General  Pardon,  excepting 
a  few  in  a  County,  and  dilbanded  all  his  Men. — 
Nor  ever  did  Men  look  more  fheepifh  and  afhamed 
than  they  did  as  they  returned,  endeavouring  to 
keep  up  their  Countenance  by  Hooping  and  Hoo- 
raying  for  the  Regulators. 

On  the  Trial  of  one  of  the  Prifoners  for  refeuing 
the  Mare,  taken  for  the  Taxes,  the  Attornies 
mentioned  that  the  Legality  of  the  faid  Tax  was 
Difputed  ;  and  one  of  the  judges,  in  Anfwer,  faid„ 
That  was  not  a  legal  way  to  difpute  it  ;  but  if 
any  one  thought  the  Tax  not  legal,  they  ought  to 
Indite  the  Sheriff. 

This  being  obferved  by  Hermon  Hujband ,  he 
confulted  Attorney-General,  obferving  it  to  him, 
who  not  only  remembered  the  Advice  but  con¬ 
curred  therewith.  Whereupon  Hermon  Hujband  in¬ 
dited  one  of  the  Sheriffs  ;  who,  being  found  not 
Guilty,  fued  the  faid  Hujband  for  a  malicious  Pro- 
fecution. - But  the  Affcmbly  being  foon  cal¬ 

led,  and  this  being  a  material  Point,  and  having, 
received  no  Satisfaction  either  from  the  Governor’s 
Anfwer  on  this  Head,  nor  yet  from  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  and  Examinations  the  Court  made  thereon, 
we  particularly  laid  u  again  before  the  Affembly, 

fi  who 


-  — . . . ‘  . 

■i  '  i  J.iir/rijC*'  v'  v'C':" 


who  thereupon  refolved,  That  Three  Shillings  of 
the  publick  Tax  was  wrong;  or  no  more  to  be 
collected  :  Yet,  notwithstanding,  the  Sheriffs  con¬ 
tinued  to  demand  it  of  us. 

At  the  next  Superior  Court,  which  was  on  the 
2 2d.  of  March,  1769,  we  made  fome  farther 
Trials  at  the  Law,  but  met  with  lefs  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  obtaining  Redrefs  in  that  Way  than  we 
had  the  Court  before. 

We  minuted  down  fome  of  the  Trials,  which 
was  in  Subilance  as  follows. 

On  a  Trial,  the  King  againft  E - -  F _  y 

for  Extortion  in  his  having  taken  Six  Shillings 

for  Regiihering  a  Deed. - He  urged  in  his 

Plea,  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Law,  in  that 
he  put  another  Conftru&ion  on  the  Words,  &c, 
and  that  he  did  apply  to  the  County  Court,  and 
they  judged  there  was  Two  and  Eight  pence  for 
the  Deed,  and  Two  and  Eight-pence  for  any  other 
Writing,  and  yd.  for  the  Certificate,  and  yd. 
more  for  recording  the  Certificate,  in  all  Six 
Shillings  and  Six-pence  ;  but  that  he  had  generoufly 
quit  the  Six-pence. 

Now  he  had  pleaded  this  like  Caufe  feveral 
Times  before,  in  one  of  which  he  had  took 
Nine  Shillings  and  Two-pence,  pleading  in  that  one 
Cafe  there  were  two  other  Pieces  of  Writing. 

Attorney- General,  as  he  had  done  before,  fhew« 
ed  the  other  piece  of  Writing,  mentioned  in  the 
Table  of  Fees,  to  have  no  Relation  to  Deeds  at 
all  but  Bills  of  Sale,  or  other  Papers  that  might 
happen  to  want  to  be  recorded ;  and  before  he 
had  obferved  that  there  was  no  Certainty  in  the 
Matter  at  all  if  it  was  allowed  to  make  *  another 
Piece  of  Writing  out  of  the  Deed  ;  for,  with  as 
good  Reafon,  it  might  be  divided  into  two  or  ten 
Pieces  of  Writing. 

When  Attorney  General  was  going  to  reply  to 

the  Plea  of  the  inferior  Courts  Judgment,  F - g 

flopped  him  ;  faying,  I  give  up  that,  and  lay  no 
Strefs  at  all  on  it. 

Then 

.•  '  i  ■ 
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Then — - — — - — rofe  up,  and  gave  a  Charge 

to  the  Jury,  to  this  efFeft  ; - 'That  though 

his  own  (udgment  was  one  with  Attorney -Gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  fame  he  had  Given  on  the  like 
Gccafion  twice  before,  yet  he  would  remind 

them  of  what  C  - — F -  - - g  alledged 

in  his  own  Favour, - and  fo  recounted 

over  how  he  had  obtained  the  Judgment  of  the 

faid  Inferior  Court, - who  made  the  Fees 

out  thus;  for  recordinga  Deed  Two  Shillings  and 
Fdght  pence,  for  the  other  Piece  of  Writing 
Two  Shillings  and  Eight-pence,  and  for  recording 
the  Certificate  Seven-pence,  which  makes  (fays  he) 
Six  Shillings  and  One  Penny  ;  lo  that  in  the  Way 
they  conlfructed  the  Words  of  the  Law,  he  took 
One  Penny  lefs. 

Here  Attorney-General  fays  it  comes  to  but 

Five  Shillings  and  Eleven-pence  that  way, - - 

this  putting  him  to  a  Stand, - - -b - g 

fays,  there  was  two  other  Pieces  of  Writing. — 

ay,  fays- - * — - —there  was  two  otner 

Pieces  of  Writing,  which  at  Two  Shillings  and 
Eight- pence  a  Piece,  with  the  Deed  and  Certifi¬ 
cate,  comes  to - (here  he  figured  a  little) 

Eieht  and  Seven-pence,  and  fo  according  to  this 
Way  Colonel - F — - g  took  I  wo  Shil¬ 

lings  and  Seven-pence,  lefs.  &c, 

1  have  mentioned  this  to  fhow  the  Difficulty  and 
Uncertainty  of  thefe  methods  ;  by  which  like 
Method  all  our  Officers  make  out  their  extortiona¬ 
ry  Bills,  and  fcarce  one  of  them  can  Make  out  a 
Bill  twice  the  fame  Way,  or  any  two  to  make  out 
a  Bill  to  come  to  the  fame  Sum.  J  have  feen  them 
pinched,  here  many  a  time,  and  not  only  in 
this,  but  when  they  have  had  a  Bill  in  their 
Hand  with  the  Sum  in  Lumps,  they  could  not 
make  it  anfwer  when  they  undertook  to  divide 
it  into  Particulars.  In  which  Extremity,  they 
generally  tell  me,  that  it  takes  a  good  Lawyer  to 
make  out  a  Fee-Bill;  and  that  few  Men  in  P  e 

Province  could  do  it  but  Major  M •»-  -  and 

Mr. 
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guin  ;  and  Intimated  it  as  Vain 
and  a  Crime  for  any  Common  Man  to  pretend 
to  underftand  the  Fee- Bill. 

But  they  have  been  put  to  it  what  to  anfvver 
me,  when  I  reminded  them,  that  the  Legiflative 
Body  calculated  it  for,  and  fuppofed  every  Man 
to  underftand  it,  and  that  it  was  a  Pity  every 

Officer  could  not  carry  Major  M - —  f  or 

B - n,  in  their  Pockets. 

However,  to  proceed  to  the  Minutes  of  Tri¬ 
als,  &c. 

On  a  Trial,  the  King  again  ft  John  Wood,  &e* 

The  King  proved,  that  Stephen  Jones,  having 
a  Writ  ferved  on  John  Erwin  for  a  Debt  of 
Six  Pounds;  that  on  ferving  the  Writ  Jones 
and  Erwin  agreed.  But  neither  of  them  paying 
the  Cod,  this  Sheriff,  John  Wood,  ferved  an  Ex¬ 
ecution  ^  on  Jones  for  the  Colt,  and  took  there¬ 
upon  Fifty  Shillings  and  Eight-pence,  exclufive 
of  1  hit ty  Shillings,  which  jones  paid  a  Eawyer. 

Attorney- General  told  the  Court  andjury,  that 
he  had  examined  the  Laws,  and  could  make  out 
no  fuch  Fees.  t 

The  Judge  ordered  the  Defendant  to  make  them 
out;  whereupon  the  Bill  was  handed  up  to  the 
Judge,  and  he  feperated  the  Clerk’s  Bill  from  the. 
Sheriff’s,  and  Ordered  them  to  make  out  the  She¬ 
riff’s  Fees,  he  being  only  the  Defendant. _ _ 

The  Clerk’s  Bill  was  Twenty-fix  Shillings  and 
Eight-Pence,  and  when  the  feperate  Bill  was  hand¬ 
ed  up,  the  Judge  afked,  what  is  this  Ten  Shil¬ 
lings  and  Eight-Pence  for? - And  when  the 

Defendant’s  Attorney  fays,  for  fo  and  fo,  &c. _ —  - 

The  Judge  laid,  that  is  already  Charged  in  the 
Clerk’s  Bill,  and  is  Part  of  the  Twenty-fix  Shil¬ 
lings  and  Eight- pence,  which  I  have  feperated. 

After  fome  Fime  they  handed  it  up  again,  but 
he  returned  it  in  the  fame  Manner,  laying,  fome 
other  Part  of  the  d'wenty-fix  Shillings  and  Eight- 
pence,  was  ifill  charged  over  again. 

The 
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The  Defendant’s  Attornies,  for  he  had  two  or 
three,  took  the  Law-Book  into  the  Bar,  and  kept 
working  at  it  fo  long  as  tired  the  Judge  fo,  that 
he  began  to  complain. 

Then  one  of  the  Attornies  began  to  Read  over 
the  Bill,  or  fay  it  over  by  Head,  thus  ;  there  is 
One  Shilling  for  a  Bail  Bond,  and  One  Shilling 

and  Four-pence,  for  ferving  a  Declaration,- _ S 

and  was  going  on,  when  Attorney-General  fays, 
there  was  no  Bail  taken,  nor  no  Declaration* 
the  Cafe  was  immediatly  agreed,  &c. 

After  a  While,  one  of  them  again  gets  up, 

and  fays, - And  pleafe  your  Honour,  I  have 

found  away  to  make  it  out,  there  was  Two  Shil¬ 
lings  and  Eight-pence  for  Commitment,  and  Two 

Shillings  and  Eight-pence,  for  Releafement.  _ 

But  Attorney-General  fays,  there  was  no  Com¬ 
mitment  in  the  Cafe,  nor  Bail,  I  am  fenfible. 
Where  Bail  is  neceffary,  though  a  Sheriff  don’t  take 
Bail,  yet  as  he  then  Hands  Culpable  himfelf,  he 
might  with  fome  Reafon  charge  for  the  Bond  ; 
but  no  Bail  was  neceffary  in  this  Cafe  ;  the  Action 
was  immediately  agreed. 

The  Defendant’s  Attorney  replies,  addrefling 
himfelf  to  the  Court  ;  in  the  ordinary  Courfe  of 
Practice,  Bail  is  neceffary.  And  Mr.  Attorney  (look¬ 
ing  at  him)  you  allow  all  Fees  to  be  due  which 
fhould  or  ought  to  have  been  done. 

Attorney-General  replies,  for  my  Part,  !  tell  you 
I  have  examined  the  Laws,  and  can  make  out 

no  fuch  Fees. — - But  let  the  Jury  take  the 

Law  Book  with  them,  and  if  they  can  make  out 
fuch  Fees,  it  (is  nothing  to  me;  for  my  Part  I 
can’t:  The  action  was  immediatly  agreed. 

Upon  tn is  the  Judge  gave  the  Jury  their  Charge, 
and  told  them  they  had  to  confider  how  much  Terror 
Sheriffs  muff  be  under  from  the  late  DiHurbances, 
&c.  And  that  he  had  been  informed  their  Sa¬ 
laries  were  low;  fo  that  they  had  this  to  confider, 
that  whether,  if  the  Sheriffs  are  too  much  dif- 

couragcd. 
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couraged,  it  would  not  be  hard  to  get  any  to 

officiate. 

The  Jury  found  the  Defendant  not  Guilty, 
and  fealed  up  their  Verdi  ft  till  Court  fat  next 
Morning.  But  we  being  aHarmed  at  fuch  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  Brewed  the  aforefaid  Minutes  to  the  Ju¬ 
ry,  and  alfo  to  Attorney-General,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fuppofition  ;  upon  which  the  Jury  Difa- 
greed  to  their  Verdict.  And  the  Matter  being  de¬ 
bated  over  again,  they  found  him  guilty. 

The  Suppoiidon  was  thus  ;  with  a  little  Amend¬ 
ment,  ‘VIZ. 

LET  us  fuppofe  this  cafe  had  been  between  a 
Farmer,  Plaintiff,  and  a  Biack-fmith,  Defendant. 

- The  Farmer  proves  that  he  fent  to  the 

Biack-fmith  for  a  Colter  ;  that  he  got  one  which 
was  not  Heeled,  and  that  the  Smith  dying  imme¬ 
diately, - his  Executors  fent  to  the  Farmer  and 

demanded  and  received  Thirty-four  Shillings  and 
Six-pence,  which  he  had  paid  ; — but  now  had  fued 
them  for  wronging  him. 

The  Plaintiff’s  Attorney  informed  the  Court, 
that  by  the  Smith’s  Book  no  fuch  Account  w'as  to 

be  found  ; - - - The  Judge  then  defired  the 

Defendant  to  make  it  out.-— - - — -He  produced 

his  Account  Hated  thus ; 

To  a  new  Colter,  Weight  iolb.  £  0150 

To  fix  Sharps,  -  -  -  .030 

To  eight  Do.  -  -  -  -040 

To  laying  the  Colter,  -  -  030 

To  the  Forge  for  1  ^ lb.  Iron,  -076 

£  1  14  6 

The  Judpe  foon  feperated  the  lalt  Seven  Shil¬ 
lings  and  Six-pence,  being  twice  charged,  it  be¬ 
ing  Included  in  the  f  rft  Fifteen  Shillings. - - - 

So  then  the  Defendant’s  Attornies,  allowing  the 
Sharpings  and  Layings  for  granted,  had  to  make 
out  that  Seven  Shillings  and  Six-pence;  and  they- 

kept 
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kept  Searching  the  Book  till  the  Judge's  patience 
was  tired,  and  he  complained,  Fhen  one  begins  to 
fay  over  the  Account;  there  Hs  a  Shilling^for  a 
Key  to  every  Colter,  and  One  Shilling  and  Six¬ 
pence  for  keel. - —But  the  Plaintiffs’s  Attor¬ 

ney  fays,  there  was  no  Key  nor  Steel  in  the  Cafe. 

* - —Then  after  fome  Time,  fays  one  of 

them,  And  pleafe  your  Honour,  I  have  found  a 
Way  to  make  it  out  ;  here  is  Five  Shillings  for 
making  a  Shear  to  the  Colter,  and  Two  Shil¬ 
lings  and  Six-pence  for  Steel,  which  is  charged 
in  moll:  Peoples  Accounts. - - — But  the  Plain¬ 

tiff  s  ^  Attorney  fays,  W  e  had  no  Shear,  no  Steel 
nor  Key  ;  the  Black-Smith  died  immediatlv  be¬ 
fore  ever  the  Colter  was  ufed,  as  has  been  prov¬ 
en..  I  am  fenfible  that  by  a  bad  Heat  a  Black- 
Smith  might  put  Steel  on  a  Colter,  which,  poff- 
bly,  might  drop  off  before  it  came  into  the  Own¬ 
er’s  Hands ;  and  it  might  poffible  be  charged  : 
But  then  the  Black-Smith  llands  liable  to  put 
it  on,  and  make  it  good. 

The  Defendant’s  Attorney  replies,  And  pleafe  the 
Court,  in  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  pradlice  there  is  al¬ 
ways  a  Shear  to  every  Colter,  and  they  are  generally 
keel’d.  And  Mr.  Attorney,  (looking  at  the  Plaintiff’s 
Attorney)  you  allow  that  Steeling  may  be  charo--  ' 
ed,  though  fo  badly  put  on  as  to  come  off;  and 
with  as  good  Reafon  it  may  be  charged  though 
not  done  at  all,  becaufe  in  the  general  Courfe  of 
Pra&ice  it  ought  to  have  been  done,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

A  Word  to  the  Wife  is  fufficient. 

By  the  Fee-Bill,  the  whole  Coft  of  this  Suit  came, 
to  but  Fourteen  Shillings  and  One  Penny,  after 
reckoning  up  every  Service  that  poffibly  could  have 
been  done,  m. 

To  entring  Jones  and  Erwin  on 
Docket,  *•  -  -  £  o  o  y 

Entring  an  Attorney  ;  the  Law  al¬ 
lows  nothing  ;  but  fuppofe  -  o  o  y 


Carried  forward,  £  o  i  z 


(  <H  )  . 

/ 

'  Brought  forward,  £  o 


To  a  Writ,  -  r  -  o 

To  ferving  the  Writ,  o 

To  Calling  the  Adlion  in  Court,  o 

Sheriff  returning  it  agreed  ;  no  Al- 
.  lovvance  in  Law  ;  fuppofe  -  o 

Entring  the  Action  agreed,  -  o 

Calling  it  over  Agreed,  -  o 
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Drawing  Bill  of  Coll,  «  ,  * 

Iffuing  Execution, 

Serving  Execution,  One  Shilling  in. 
Pound,  -  -  - 

Tax-fee,  if  due, 
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The  Governor  had  diffolved  our  Affembly,  and 
granted  us  a  new  Ele&ion  on  the  19th  of  July, 
1 768,  a  little  before  which,  the  Regulators  wrote 
the  following  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  in  gene- 
ral. 


To  the  INHABITANTS  of  the  Province  of 

North-Car  oh  na. 

1 

Dear  Brethren, 

NOTHING  is  more  common  than  for  Per  font  vjh'o 
look  upon  thetnf elves  to  be  injured  than  to  re- 
fent  and  complain.  Theje  are  founded  aloud ,  and 

plain  in  Proportion  to  the  Apprehenfion  of  it.  Our 
Fearfulnefs  too ,  frequently  augment  our  real  as  nvell  as 
apparent  Dangers.  Let  us  adju/l  our  Complaints  or 
Refentments  to  the  Reality  as  'well  as  the  Nature 
of  the  Injury  received* 

Excefs  in  any  Matter  breeds  Contempt  ;  'whereas  flridi 
Propriety  obtains  the  Suffrage  of  every  Clafs.  The 
Opprejfon  of  inferior  Individuals  muf  only  demand  Tu¬ 
telage  of  Superiors  ;  and  in  civil  Matters  our  Cries 
fbould  reach  the  author  at  hue  Ear ,  vs  hen  the  Weight 

that 


that  crujheth  defcendeth  from  the  higher  Powers*-— — - 
But  when  impofed  by  the  Populace ,  to  the  Populace  our 

Complaints  muft  extend. - When  therefore  the 

Cry  of  any  City ,  Province  or  Nation  is  general,  it 
tnujl  be  generally  direfted  to  the  Source  from  whence  the 
Cry  is  caufed. 

The  late  Commotions  and  crying  Dijfatisfaftions  a - 
rnong  the  common  People  of  this  Province ,  is  not  un¬ 
known  nor  unfelt  by  any  thinking  Per/ on.—  ■  ■  No 

Perfon  among  you  could  be  at  a  Loofs  to  fnd  out  the 
true  Caufe.  — /  dare  venture  to  affert  you  all 

advifia  to  the  application  of  the  Publick  Money  . . 

theje  you  Jaw  mij applied  to  the  enriching  cf  Individuals t 
or  at  leaf  embezzled  in  fome  way  without  defraying 
the  publick  Expences.  Have  not  your  Purfes  been  pil¬ 
laged  by  the  exorbitant  and  unlawful  Pees  taken  by  Of- 

fcers ,  Clerks ,  Sc c. - I  need  not  mention  the  intolerable 

expenfive  Method  of  Recovery  by  Law ,  occafioned  by  the 

narrow  Limits  of  the  inferior  Court’s  JuriJdidion . - - 

Have  you  not  been  grieved  to  find  the  Power  of  our  County 
Courts  fo  curtailed ,  that  fcarce  the  Shadow  of  Power 
is  left.  This  Body ,  however  refpe Liable,  is  intrufed 
with  little  more  than  might  pertain  to  the  fur  if  diet  ion. 
cf  a  fingle  Magi  fir  ate,  or  at  leaft  two  or  three  'Jufiices 

of  the  Peace  in  Conjunction. - In  Conf  luence  of  this , 

very  finall  Sums  drags  us  to  Superior  Courts.——— 
Theje  mu(l  be  atterided  with  all  our  Evidences,  alt  ho9 
many  at  the  Difiance  of  150  Miles.  Add  to  this  a  dou¬ 
ble  Fee  to  all  Officers  ;  hence  we  are  made  feelingly  Jen - 
fible ,  that  our  neceffary  Expences ,  with  the  additional 
Colls,  are  equal ,  if  not  furpafs  the  original  Sum. 

For  what  End  was  the  Jurifdiflion  of  the  Courts  re¬ 
duced  to  Juch  narrow  Limits  P  Is  it  not  to  fll  the  Su¬ 
perior  Houfis  with  Bufinefs  P  Why  has  the  Authority 
fallen  upon  this  wonderful  Expedient  P  Is  it  not  evident 9 
that  this  was  calculated  for  the  Emolument  of’  Law¬ 
yers,  Clerks,  l£c.  What  other  Reafon  can  be  tffigned 
for  this  amazing  Scheme  P - -none  Brethren ,  none!' 

Has  not  the  Charges  of  Government  been  unnecejfarily 
raified,  to  the  great  Encreafe  of  the  Publick  I  ax  P  I!  t 
not  the  Publick  Money  been  intrufied  in  Hands  of  infjji- 

1  cunt 


(lent  Per  font,  without  fufficient  Securities ,  or  due  Care 
tafi/en  in  accounting  for ,  and  recovering  the  Jame  ?  Has 
not  this  often  reduced  us  to  the  dijagreeable  Necejfty 
of  contributing  or  paying  by  Pax  the  Sum  once  raijed — * 
but  through  Carelejjhe/s  or  Negleli ,  or  fomething  worfe, 
itfelefsly  confumed  ?  To  what  doth  this  tend  ?  is  not  the 
ljfue  inanifefly  the  Imp  overt  foment  of  the  Country  ?- — 
fatal  Confequences. 

The  Exorbitant ,  not  to  fay  unlawful  Fees ,  required 

and  a  fumed  by  Officer  s, - — the  unnecefary ,  not  to 

fay  defruliive  Abridgement  of  a  Court's  f  urij diliion , — * 
the  enormous  Encreafe  of  the  provincial  Tax  unneceffari- 
ly  ;  thefe  are  Evils  of  which  no  Perjon  can  be  infenfble, 
and  which  I  doubt  not  has  been  lamented  by  each  of 
you.  It  muf  have  obliged  you  to  examine  from  what 
Quarter  Relief  ?night  be  found  againf  theje  Jad  Cala¬ 
mities  : ■ In  vain  will  you  Jearch  for  a  Remedy  un¬ 
til  you  fnd  out  the  D  if  cafe. 

Many  are  accufng  the  Legifative  Body  as  the  Source 

cf  all  thofe  woful  Calamities - Theje ,  it  muf  be 

confefed ,  are  the  injirumental  Caufe  ;  they  can ,  yea 

do  impofe  Jome  cf  thefe  heavy  Burdens. - But 

whence  received  they  this  Power  ?  Is  not  their  Power 
delegated  from  the  Populace  ?  The  original  principal 
Caufe  is  our  own  blind jlupid  Conduit. 

If  it  be  queried ,  How  doth  our  Conduit  contribute  to 

this?  Anfwer  prefents  itfelf- - we  have  chofen  Perjons 

to  reprefent  us  to  make  Laws,-l5c.  whofe former  Con - 
*  duli  and  Circumjlance  might  have  given  us  the  highef 
Re  a f on  to  expeli  they  would  Jaerifice  the  true  Interef  of 
their  Country  to  Avarice ,  or  Ambition ,  or  loth. 

I  need  not  inform  you ,  that  a  Majority  of  our  Af- 
fembly  is  compojed  of  Lawyers ,  Clerks ,  and  others  in 
Conneltion  with  them ,  while  by  our  own  Voice  we 

have  excluded  the  Planter. - — As  it  not  evident 

their  own  private  Interef  is,  defigned  in  the  whole 

Train  of  cur  Laws  ? - - — We  have  not  the  leaf}  Rea - 

fon  to  expeli  the  Good  of  the  Farmer ,  and  conji  quently 
of  the  Community ,  will  be  confulted ,  by  theje  wioo  hang 
on  Favour ,  or  depend  on  the  Intricacies  of  the  Laws.— — 
What  can  be  expected  from  thofe  who  have  ever  dij  co¬ 
vered 
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vered  a  Want  of  good  Principles,  and  fithofi  highefi  Stu¬ 
dy  is  the  Promotion  vf  their  Wealth  ;  and  with  whom, 
the  Interejl  of  the  Publick,  when  it  comes  in  Competi¬ 
tion  with  their  private  Advantages ,  y  J\fptred  to  fink  P 

- — nothing  lefs  than  the  Ruin  of  the-  Publick.- - - 

Have  we  trot  hitherto ,  in  a  great  Degree ,  chofen  fuel? 
Men  as  have  been  defer ibed?  Nay ,  have  they  not 
bten  fuch  as  are  dependant  in  their  Fortunes ,  with 
great  Expectations  from  others ,  or  enjoy  Places  of  Be¬ 
nefit  and  Frufi  in  the  Government  ?  Doth  not  Rcafin 
declare  we  might  exped  fuch  cringing  Vaffals  would 
readily  facrifice  the  Interejl  of  the  Community  to  the 

Idol  Self  ? - Are  not  fuch  Perfons  utterly  dif- 

qualified  for  fupporting  our  Rights  and  Properties  ? 

•  - Is  it  not  high  T ime  to  Jeek  an  Antidote  againfi 

fuch  deadly  Poifon,  before  it  utterly  deftroys  us  ? 

But  you  will  Jay ,  what  is  the  Remedy  againfi  this 
malignant  Dijeafe  ? 

1  will  venture  to  preferibe  a  fiver eign  one  if  duly  ap¬ 
plied  ;  that  is,  as  you  have  now  a  fit  Opportunity 9 
choofe  for  your  Rcprejcntatives  or  Burgejfes  fuch  Hen  as 
have  given  you  the  firongefi  Reafin  to  believe  they  are 
truly  honefi  :  Such  as  are  difinterefied,  publick  fpirited, 
who  will  no t  allow  their  private  - Advantage  once  to 
Jland  in  Competition  with  the  publick  Good. 

You  grant  the  P  ref cription  is  fiver  eign  :  But  how 
Jh  all  you  obtain  fuch  ?  I  anfwer  :  Let  your  Judgment 
be  formed  on  their  pafi  ConduCl  ;  let  them  be  fuch  as 
have  been  unblamable  in  Life,  independant  in  thier 
Fortunes ,  without  Expectations  from  others  ;  let  them 
be  fuch  as  enjoy  no  Places  of  BenCjit  under  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  fuch  as  do  not  depend  upon  F avour  for  their 
Living,  no*"  do  derive  Proft  or  Advantage  from  the  in¬ 
tricate  Perplexity  'of  the  Law.  In  Jhort,  let  them  he 
Hen  whofe  private  Interejl  neither  doth  nor  can  clajh 
with  the  Interejl  or  [pedal  Good  of  their  Country. 

Are  you  not  finfible ,  Brethren,  that  we  have  too 
long  groaned  in  Secret  under  the  Weight  of  thefi  crujhing 
Mifihiefs  ?  How  long  will  ye  in  this  firvile  Manner 
fubjett  yourfelves  to  Slavery  ?  Now  Jhew  yourfelves  ^  to 
bs  Freemen f  and  for  once  affert  your  Liberty  and  main¬ 
tain 


_ _ 

-V  if 


a tain  your  Rights 
ourfelves,  and 
Favour  or 

3 

who,  under 
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•This,  this  Election  let  us  exert 


that  we  vuM  not  through  Fear 9 
bow  and  Jubjeft  ourfelves  to  thoje 
°f  Friendfhip,  have  long  drawn 

Khatami  ties  upon 

Should  we  now  through  Fear  or  Favour  aft  as  we 
have  done ,  contrary  to  Duty  and  Interejl ;  fo  far  as  we 
do  this ,  we  contribute  to  all  the  M if  chief  confequent 

■upon  it. - Where  then  is  that  moving  Principle  Self  - 

prejervation  ?  Will  you,  can  you,  voluntarily  fubmit 
yourfelves  to  Ignominy  and  Want  ?  Thefe  will  agran- 
dize  them] elves  and  fwim  in  ^Opulence. 

Have  they  not  monopolized  your  Properties  ;  and  what 
is  w anti ng  but  Time  to  draw  from  you  the  lajl  Far - 
thing  ?  Who  that  has  the  Spirit  of  a  Man  could  en¬ 
dure  this  ?  Who  that  has  the  leaf  Spark  of  Love  to 
his  Country  or  to  himfelf  would  bear  the  Deliifion  ? 

In  a  jpecial  Manner  then,  let  us,  at  this  Eleftion, 
roufe  all  our  Powers  to  aft  like  free  publick  fpirited 
Men,  knowing  that  he  that  betrays  the  Caufe  now  be - 

trays  his  Country ,  and  mujl  fink  in  the  general  Ruin . 

\ 

And  as  the  Inhabitants  of  Rowan  could  get  no  & 
Indi&ments  preferred  againft  their  Officers  in  Sa- 
lifbury  E>iftri£t,  they  had  fent  to  us,  and  J —  H — r 
went  to  their  aififtance  ;  and  by  the  Letter  follow¬ 
ing  you  my  form  fome  Idea  how  Matters  were 
carried  on,  viz. 

Salijbury,  September  14,  1769. 


A 


To  Mr.  HUSBAND,  Reprefentative  for 
Orange  County. 

Sir, 

GREEABLEto  the  Refolutions  of  a 

Committee,  held  at  JofhuaT - ’s,  laffc 

Month,  about  fix  or  feven  of  us  attended  Salifbury 
general  Court  to  indift  our  Officers ;  when,  to 
our  Allonifhment,  we  found  the  Grand  Jury  to 
be  Compofed  of  our  inveterate  Enemies,  and  of 

fuch  as  has  been  our  greatefl  OppreiTors,— ~ - No 

' .  '  "  ' 


— 
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lefs  than  five  of  them  were  old  Sheriffs.—, 

In  fine,  there  were  but  two  or  three  but  what 

were  Limbs  of  the  law _ However,  we 

were  refolved  to  try  what  Juftice  could  be  obtain¬ 
ed,  as  we  have  been  fo  often  referred  thereto  by 
the  Governor,  and  others  of  the  firil  Rank  in  the 
Province,  who  had  fo  repeatedly  urged  us  to  legal 
Steps,  alluring  us,  we  fhould  every  where  obtain  the 
higheflr  Juftice;  and  one  had  told  us  he  always 
would  be  there  and  fee  that  we  had  Juftice:  So 
relying  on  thefe  Promifes,  and  being  confcious 
the  Laws  was  againft  them  who  had  fo  repeatedly 
broke  them,  befides  the  Cries  of  the  People  was 
fo  gieat,  and  Oppreflions  fo  many,  that  we  durft 

hardly  return  home  before  trial  made _ We 

applied  to  Mr.  H - r,  Deputy  under  Attor¬ 

ney-General,  he  appeared  well  pleafed  with  our 
Defign,  and  allured  us  he  would  do  all  in  his 
Power  to  ferve  us. 

A  Bill  was  Perferred  againft  F— — _ k, 

for  Extortion,  in  taking  Eight  Pounds  Five 

Shillings  of  the  Widow  C - - — ,  for  the  Coft 

of  an  Indi£tment  againft  her.  And  the  Bill  found 

Ignoramus  it  was  proved  by  the  Oath  of  J - h 

H— — — — — n,  that  he  paid  the  Money  for  the 
Widow  to  the  Sub-Sheriff  for  the  ufe  of  the  laid 

P - k  ;  and  proved  by  the  Oath 

°f  J - -  — D - ,  a  Lawyer,  that  he  got 

the  Receipt  of  the  Widow  fome  Time  ago,  in 
Order  to  procure  Redrefs  for  her;  but  that  fie  had 
loft  it ;  but  that  it  was  for  Eight  Pounds  Five 

Shillings.  And  A - m - C - n 

proved,  that  F - k  alk-i 

ed  him,  when  he  was  making  out  the  Bill  againft 
the  Widow,  what  Circumftances  fhe  was  in  ;  and 
he  faid  in  very  good,  and  had  money  by  her^ 

If  that  be  the  Cafe,  fays  F - - - k,  I  mult 

double  the  Bill. 

However,  the  bill  was  found  Ignoramus,  &c. 

**  •  ».  y 

Thi* 
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This  Letter  was  longer  : - -After  giving 

an  Account  of  feveral  more  Trials,  and  all  found 
Ignoramus,  they  were  informed  by  one  of  the 
Magiil rates,  which  was  confirmed  by  an  Aflembly- 
man,  that  the  Jury  was  not  the  fame  Men  which 
was  appointed  by  Authority. 

This  Letter  was  read  before  our  Aflembly,  and 
is  in  the  Clerk's  Office  there. 

Another  Petition  went  from  Hilfborough  Court, 
which,  after  reciting  over  how  much  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Authority  had  recommended  us  to  the  Law, 
comes  to  the  Matter  in  Hand,  thus,  <vi%. 

S  O  that  to  the  Law  we  muft  go  to  find  Redrefs. 
Accordingly  to  Law  we  went,  and  the  prefent  de- 
fign  of  this  Paper  is,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  pof- 
fible,  to  lay  before  you  our  Proceedings  and  Suc- 
cefs  therein. 

Before  the  firfl  Court  happened,  Troops  were 
railing  in  all  Quarters,  as  was  faid,  to  guard 

the  Court.- - *The  Effettof  thefe  Troops  was, 

that  every  Man  coming  into  Court  was  examined 
what  Bufinefs  he  had  :  And  every  one  who  dared 
to  own,  that  it  was  to  complain  of  Officers,  was 
ill  ufed  by  the  Guards  and  Soldiery,  and  feared  a- 

way  home  ; - —but  fome  few  who  would  not 

be  feared  away  was  ordered  out  of  town  by  the 
Commanding  Officers  at  a  few  Minutes  Warning. 
None  could  flay  but  Prifoners,  and  them  denied 
of  Attornies,  unlefs  they  would  give  Bonds  for 
Fifty  and  to  Three  Hundred  Pounds  to  each  At¬ 
torney. 

But  notwithfland  all  which,  by  the  Indufly  of 
one  of  the  Prifoners,  fome  was  encouraged  to  come 
back,  and  threeor  four  Actions  againftan  Officerwas 
tried,  and  the  Officer  convi&ed,  who  was  fined 
One  Penny, 

During  the  ri  ime  to  the  next  Court,  all  other 
Officers,  except  this  one,  continued  to  take  the 
fame  extortionary  Fees  as  before  :  And  no  Troops 
being  raifed  againfl  us,  at  the  next  Court,  People 
flocked  in  to  make  Informations.  But  befides  the 

Difli- 
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Difficulty  of  attending  Courts  from  thirty  to  fixty 
miles,  and  the  Officers  threatning  to  fue  for  ma¬ 
licious  Prolecutions,  and  take  all  other  Advan¬ 
tages  of  the  Law. - Befides  all  this,  the 

Attorney-General  did  not  attend  the  two  or  three 
firil:  days  of  Court ;  fo  that  molt  of  the  People 
had  gone  Home. 

Some  Informations,  however,  was  made  after  he 
came,  and  a  few  of  them  tried,  in  which  the 
Officers  was  all  convicted,  except  in  one  In  fiance, 
and  immediately  that  one  prolecutor  was  fued.— ■' 
Minutes  of  fome  of  thofe  trials  were  took  down 
m  writing ;  in  which  are  matters  fo  curious,  that 
we  fuppofe  Inflances  of  the  Kind  are  not  to  be 
found  elfewhere. 

Among  other  Things,  that  the  Jury  was  pick¬ 
ed,  and  calculated  of  fuch  weak  and  low  Capaci¬ 
ties,  that  when  they  had  agreed  on  a  VerdiCl, 
and  mixed  among  Men  before  they  gave  it  in, 
by  hearing  others  Sentiments,  they  difagreed  to 
it  when  given  in  :  And  this  was  repeated  fo  of¬ 
ten,  with  fuch  Marks  of  Incapacity  mixed  with 
honCif  Principled,  that  the  Confequcnce  was  fuch 
Confufion  and  Contradiction,  that  the  Jury  was 
difcharged  at  the  Bar,  after  a  VcrdiCt  agreed  to, 
and  then  difagreed.  And  other  Confeffions,  that 
two  of  the  Jury  overruled  the  reft;  and  the  Acti¬ 
on  vvas  continued  to  the  next  Court ;  and  this 
court  adjourned. 

We  found,  afterwards,  thcfe  two  men  of  the  Ju¬ 
ry  that  overruled,  were  much  prejudiced  in  favour 

of  the  Officers. - This  Dilcovery  put  us  on 

examining  how  the  Juries  were  appointed,  and 
finding*  that  to  be  the  Province  of  the  J  u ff ices  of 
th/*  Inferior  Court,  we  made  fome  Complaints  of 

:1ns  IJfage  to  pur  Jultices. - But  hearing  of 

1'rocee  ATy*  /tJ  Viliibury  before  our  general  Court 
■  -[■  repared  ourfelves  for  Obfer- 

e  ,  -  he  fir  It  we  had  to  make 

ir  ou*  'tf' frhtgfc  (Jhu  V  Ullice  and  Attorney-General, 

I  ,  in 
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in  whom  only  we  had  much  Confidence,  that  neL 
ther  of  them  was  at  this  court. 

2d.  We  obferved  the  Deputy  Attorney,  and 
both  Affiociate  Judges,  lodged  with  him  whom  we 
looked  on  as  our  chief  Enemy,  and  Caufe  of  our 

Oppreflions. - —So  that  Men  of  common  Mo- 

defty  was  deterred  from  applying  to  him.  . 

3d.  We  obferved  the  Petty  Jury  was  not  Pick¬ 
ed  this  court,  but  the  Grand  Jury  was  to  all  In¬ 
tents. 

4th.  We  obferved  no  Petty  Jury  Caufes  were 
try’d  this  Court  againft  Officers  :  So  that  poor 
Men,  who  had  attended  all  laft  Court,  and  molt  of 
this,  (before  it  was  known)  and  thirty  or  forty 
Miles  from  Home,  mult  attend  a  third  Court. 

Some,  who  had  more  Boldnefs  than  others,  ap- 

ply’d  to  Deputy - -,  and  made  Information 

againft  the  Clerk  of  the  Inferior  Court  for  taking 
Three  Pounds  Four  Shillings  and  Six-pence  for 

his  own  Fee  on  a  Common  Attachment. - — 

He  told  them  he  mull  have  the  Informations  in 
Writing. - * - They  found  a  Clerk,  and  car¬ 
ries  it  in  writing.-"  —Then  it  wanted  a  Date, 

or  Name,  and  then  fomething  elfe,  till  at  length 
they  got  one  almolt  right ;  but  had  gone  from 
Office  to  Office  fo  often,  that  one  of-the  clerk’s 
J)  — — d  them  for  a  Pack  of  Sons  of  B- s, 

and  denied  ferving  them. 

Deputy  Attorney  came  alfo  out  of  his  Fortifi¬ 
cation  into  the  Street,  and  complain  d  he  had  been 
fo  much  harailed,  that  he  was  almoll  lick. 

The  Bill  againft  the  Clerk  and  fome  more,  be¬ 
ing  at  length  preferred,  was  all  Ignoiamus. 

Next  Day  Deputy  told  W — - - B* - -r  he 

would  hear  no  more  of  us  ;  and  as  W - — 

B _ -r  made  Complaint  of  this  to  the  Court, 

Deputy  faid,  it  was  a  Lie  ;  and  that  he  only  refuier 
him  on  his  ill  Behaviour ;  and  .  1  W*#  -»V. 

Perfon  ;  running  about,  takir  *  fra  - 

finefs  to  do. — ■  — But  ir  /  •. .  ^v-. ;  ■ 

for  Butler’s  Bufinefs  was  hi. 


of  tlie  other,  according  to  the  Governor's  Direc¬ 
tions,  was  willing  to  make  Informations  in  Behalf* 
of  the  injured.  Some  made  Informations  to  fmgle 
Juflices  for  petty  Fines  ;  the  Confequence  of  which 
was,  Judgment  went  againll  the  Defendant  for  the 
Fine,  and  againll:  the  Plaintiff  for  the  Coll ;  and 
the  Juilice,  with  a  Loud  Voice,  berating  him  for 
a  mean  pitiful  Informer. 

Others  applied  to  Attornies  to  bring  Suit  on  the 
Penal  Laws,  when  they  not  only  found  by  a  late 
Law,  that  the  clerks  of  Courts  were  hedged  in  from 
the  Force  of  the  Penal  Laws  by  ordering  Suit  to 
be  brought  againll  them  by  a  Motion  to  Court, 
and  the  Jullices  to  fine  them  at  Difcretion,  if  it 
appeared  that  they  had  wilfully  extorted,  &c.  By 
all  which,  we  could  underhand  the  Profecutor,  as 
Matters  now  hand,  would  get  his  Labour  for  his 
pains,  and  the  clerk’s  clear  of  any  Coll,  &c.  &c. 


This  Letter,  which  contained  much  more,  was 
alfo  read  before  the  Affembiy  in  October,  1769, 
and  is  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  there. 

We  draw  now  near  to  an  End,  for  our  Affem- 
bly  w'as  diffolved  oefore  they  could  do  any  Buii- 
nefs  of  Confequence  ;  fo  that  all  Things  are  left 
in  Confufion  and  Diforder.  We  had  thirty  odd 
new  Members  this  feffion ;  and  we  hope  a  few 
mote  of  the  old  Ones  will  be  left  out  againll  ano¬ 
ther.  We  lhall  conclude,  with  a  Plea  in  Behalf  of 
a  Motion  that  was  made  in  the  Houfe  lalt  Sef- 
fions  for  encouraging  the  firft  Settlers  of  the  Back 
vacant  Lands  ; - —and  two  other  Pieces,  in¬ 

tituled,  Sermons;  being  an  Abridgment  of  a 
Pamphlet  of  a  late  namelcls  Author. 

The  Order  in  which  we  lhall  Proceed  in  the 
Plea  is,  Firff,  to  give  a  Relation  of  the  Circum- 
llances  that  the  Petitioners,  (fettlers  on  the  vacant 
Lands  in  the  Earl  of  Granville  Diflritt)  are  in,  and 
the  Danger  there  is  of  their  buffering  Injuftice. 

2dly.  To  fhow  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Law,  from 
the  moll  unexceptionable  Authors,  is  to  do  Equity 

1  K  and 
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*  and  Juftice  to  the  Poor,  where  the  Letter  of  the 

Law  may  be  wanting  or  againft  them. - A 

proper  Work  for  Affemblies. 

3dly.  To  fhew,  that  it  has  been  the  Opinion 
of  all  the  feveral  Legiflative  Bodies,  both  of  Great- 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  that  peaceable  Poffeffion, 
efpecially  of  back  wafte  vacant  Lands,  is  a  Kind 
of  Right,  always  looked  upon  quite  fufficient  to 
entitle  them  to  the  Preference  or  Refufal  of  a  farther 
Title  ;  and  that  Individuals  fhould  not  hold  unrea- 
lonable  Quantities  of  walte  Lands ;  and  then  con¬ 
clude,  with  fuch  Obfervations  as  may  occur. 

Firfty  THE  Earl  of  Granville’s  Lands,  with 
all  other  Proprietors  lands,  have  been  let  out  by  a 

Publick  Office,  without  Refpedt  of  Perfons. - 

And  the  common  Method  that  has  been  ufed  by 
the  Poor,  and  has  beetl  always  countenanced  and 
approved  of,  has  been  to  move  out,  from  the  in¬ 
terior  Parts  to  the  back  Lands,  with  their  Famalies, 
and  find  a  Spot,  whereon  they  built  a  Hut,  and 
made  fome  Improvements  before  they  went  to  the 
Office  fori  a  Title,  which  is  generally  too  or  three 

hundred  Miles  off. - — This  Method  has  been 

ufed  from  New-England  to  Georgia,  fome  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  Years  pall,  even  time  out  of  Mind,  and 
has  ever  been  allowed  of  good  confequence. 

Now  the  Earl  of  Granville’s  Office,  fhut  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  that  no  one  in  the  Province  knew 

but  it  would  open  again  every  Year  ; - 

and  no  order  were  ever  given  to  forbid  fuch 
Method  of  Settling,  fo  that  all  Sorts 'of  People 
have  continued  to  feat  the  Vacant  Lands  as 
ufual,  in  full  Confidence  of  the  Preference  of  a 
Title;  and  have  made  fuch  Improvements  as  fells, 
one  among  another,  for  upwards  of  One  Hun- 
dread  Pounds,  expelling  the  Office  to  open  every 

Year  ; - - —but  four  or  five  years  being  now 

clapfed,  there  is  fo  much  of  the  Lands  feated 
under  thefe  Circumftances,  that  Individuals  in  Pow¬ 
er,  and  who  has  Money,  are  Marking  them  out 


for  a  Prey  ;  and  are  lodging  Money,  and  making 
Friends  with  fuch  as  are  likely  to  have  a  better 
Chance  to  hear,  and  repair  to  the  Land  Office, 
when  ever  it  fhall  open, — -if  not  even  Repair  to 
it  in  England. 

Some  Deftgns  of  this  Kind  we  doubt  is  too 
true  ;  and  though  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  any 
Proprietor  whatfoever  but  will  incline  to  the  fame 
Principles  of  Jullice  and  Equity  that  have  been, 
fo  long  in  practice ;  but  the  Danger  is  of  their 
being  impofed  on  :  For  late  Experience,  in  Colo¬ 
nel  Corbin’s  Time,  has  fhewn  us,  that  though  he 
profeffed,  and  always  attempted  to  do  this  Jullice, 
yet  the  Difputes  and  controverfies  became  fo  nu- 
meious  by  the  Country’s  encreafing  fo  fall, 
and  the  Didance  fo  far,  that  he  could  come  at 
no  Certainty  in  thele  Matters,  and  was  obliged 

to  quit  it. - Which  fhows  us,  it  is  a  Defedt 

in  Government,  that  no  Provifion  is  made  in 
thefe  Cafes.  Mr.  Thomas  Child  had  very  Par¬ 
ticular  and  fpecial  Inilrudlions  to  follow  the  fame 
Principles  of  Jullice;  who  told  a  certain  Perfon, 
who  applied  to  him  in  behalf  of  a  good  many 
Sufferers,  that  though  it  was  his  Lordlhi^’s  earned 
Defire  to  dillribute  the  llridleff  Equity  and  Jullice 
among  his  Tenants  here,  yet  when  he  came  to 
put  it  in  pradlice,  the  Number  of  complaints,  and 
vail  Diltance  of  the  way,  rendered  it  impracticable, 
by  Reafon  he  could  come  at  no  Cenainty  of  the 
Truth.—— — —  And  this  will  be  ten-fold  more 
the  Cafe  whenever  the  Office  opens  again. 

The  Method  of  Redrefs  that  is  propofed  is,  to 
Pafs  a  Law,  that  whoever  among  us  fhall  enter 
fuch  Improvements,  over  the  head  of  any  fuch  peace¬ 
able  frit  Inhabitant,  either  by  himfelf  or  by  Vir¬ 
tue  of  a  Purchafe,  fhall  be  liable  to  an  Action  at 
Common  Law,  and  fubjcdl  to  pay  the  Owner  the 
full  Value  of  his  Labour,  and  Damages  of  mov¬ 
ing  to  another  Place,  unlefs  fuch  Perfon  had  giv¬ 
en  fix  Months  Warning  before  Evidences  to  fuch 
Inhabitant.  Such  a  Law  will  no  ways  interfere 

with 
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with  his  Lordfhip’s  Office,  bat  contrarily  prevent 
Difputes  from  appearing  there. 

To  proceed  to  the  fecond  Head  Propofed,  I 
will  recite  a  PafTage  out  of  the  Fifth  of  Nebemiahx 
Governor  under  Artaxerxes ,  viz, 

“AND  there  was  a  great  Cry  of  the  People 
and  of  their  wives,  again!!  their  Brethren  the  Jews  ; 
for  there  was  that  faid,  we  our  Sons  and  our 
Daughters  are  many  ;  therefore  we  take  up  Corn 
for  them  that  we  may  eat  and  live. 

“  Some  alfo  there  were  that  faid,  we  have  mort¬ 
gaged  our  Lands,  Vineyards  and  Houfes,  that  we 
might  buy  Corn  becaufe  of  the  dearth. 

“  There  were  alfo  that  faid,  we  have  borrowed 
Money  for  the  King’s  Tribute,  (or  to  pay  ourTaxes) 
and  that  upon  our  Lands  and  Vineyards ;  yet  now 
our  Flefh  is  as  the  Flefh  of  our  Brethren,  and  our  • 
children  as  their  children  ;  and  fo  we  bring  our  Sons 
and  our  Daughters  to  be  Servants  :  And  fome 
of  our  Daughters  are  brought  into  Bondage  alrea¬ 
dy.  Neither  is  it  in  our  Power  to  redeem  them, 
for  other  Men  have  our  Lands  and  Vineyards. 

“And  I  was  very  angry  when  I  heard  their 
Cry  and  thefe  Words  ;  then  I  confulted  with  my- 
felf,  and  I  rebuked  the  Nobles  of  the  Rulers, 
and  faid  unto  them,  Ye  exafl  Ufury  every  one 

of  his  brother. - And  I  fet  a  great  Affem- 

bly  again!!  them,  (Mob  fome  calls  it  ;) - —and 

I  faid  unto  them,  we,  after  our  Ability,  have  re¬ 
deemed  our  Brethren  the  Jews,  which  were  fold 
unto  the  Heathen,  and  will  you  even  fell  your 

Brethren,  or  fhall  they  be  fold  unto  us  ? - 

Then  held  they  their  Peace,  and  found  nothing 
to  anfwer.  Alfo  I  faid,  it  is  not  good  that  ye  do  ; 
ought  ye  not  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  our  God, 
becaufe  of  the  reproach  of  the  heathen  our  ene- 


I  likewife,  and  my  brethren,  and  my  fervants, 
might  exadl  of  them  money  and  corn  ;  I  pray  you 
Jet  us  leave  off  this  ufury.  Reliore,  I  pray  you. 


\ 
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to  them,  even  this  day,  their  land,  their  vine¬ 
yards,  their  olive-yards,  and  their  houfes,  alfo  the 
hundredth  part  of  the  money,  and  of  the  corn, 
the  wine,  and  the  oil,  that  ye  exact  of  them. 

“  Then  faid  they,  We  will  reftore  them,  and 
will  require  nothing  of  them  ;  fo  will  we  do  as 
thou  fayelt.  Then  I  called  the  priefts,  and  took 
an  oath  of  them,  that  they  fnould  do  according 
to  this  promife.  Alfo  I  fhook  my  lap,  and  faid. 
So  God  fhake  out  every  man  from  his  houfe,  and 
from  his  labour,  that  performeth  not  this  pro¬ 
mife,  even  thus  be  he  fhaken  out,  and  emptied.” 

The  Juftice  done  the  Poor  in  this  Paffage  far 
exceeds  what  is  aimed  at  in  this  Motion.  There 
cannot  be  the  fame  Arguments  ufed  againft  us, 
as  might  and  no  doubt  would  have  been  in  this 
mighty  degenerate  Age,  had  we  petitioned  for  Re¬ 
lief  in  a  full  and  fimilar  Cafe. 

It  is  to  be  feared  too  many  of  our  Rulers  have 
an  eye  to  make  a  Prey  of  thefe  poor  People,  bc- 
caufe  an  Opinion  feems  to  be  propagated,  that  it 
is  Criminal  to  cut  a  Tree  down  off  the  vacant 
Lands.  Whether  this  Notion  took  its  Rife  from 
the  great  Men’s  making  Tar  and  Turpentine  on 
vacant  Lands,  which  is  a  quite  different  Cafe,  or 
from  the  Motive’s  above  mentioned,  I  would  ad- 
vife  no  honeft  Man  to  fuffer  fuch  an  Opinion  to 
take  Place  with  him  ;  for  the  Thing  is  fo  inhu¬ 
man  and  bafe,  that  you  will  not  find  a  man  but 
he  will  deny  and  clear  himfelf,  or  hide  fuch  a 
Defign  as  long  as  he  can,  which  mult  proceed 
from  his  Conceptions  of  the  Heinoufnefs  there¬ 
of. 

Who  can  juftify  the  Condutt  of  any  Government 
who  have  countenanced  and  encouraged  fo  many 
Thoufands  of  poor  Families  to  beftow  their  All, 
and  the  Labour  of  many  Years,  to  improve  a  Piece 
of  wafte  Land,  with  full  Expettation  of  a  Title, 
to  deny  them  Prote&ion  from  being  robed  of  it 

all 


I  7»  ) 

all  by  a  few  roguifli  Individuals,  who  never  be¬ 
llowed  a  Farthing  thereon  ? 

And,  3dly,  That .  this  has  been  the  Senfe  of  all 
the  Britifh  Legiflations  ;  and  that  the  contrary 
Doctrine  is  as  contrary  to  Nature  and  Juftice  as 
the  Story  of  the  Dog  in  the  Manger.  To  evince 
this  a  little,  requires  to  be  laid  no  other  than  the 
conllant  Inductions  to  all  his  Majefty’s  colonies, ' 
though  grofsly  abufed  ;  fuch  as  Head  Rights,  the 

Cultivation  Claufe,  in  all  our  Patents - and 

the  Necefiity  of  applying  for  an  Order  of  coun¬ 
cil  to  obtain  any  larger  Grants.  Nothing  is 
more  hurtful  to  the  Common  Wealth,  than  for  indi¬ 
viduals  to  hold  unreafonable  quantities  of  lands, 
and  rent  them  out  to  the  Poor.  A  Traveller  may 
know  when  he  rides  through  fuch  Lands,  by  the  bad 
Hulbandry  and  difcontented  Looks  of  the  People. 
Thefe  Sentiments  pf  Juftice  are  fo  natural,  that 
they  ftrike  every  Man  in  the  fame  Light,  and  it 
i?  to  be  hoped  will  do  lo  for  ever. 

A  SERMON. 

Gen.  4.9th  Chap.  Verfes  14,  15,  and  21. 
Jf'achar  is  a  ftrong  afs,  couching  down  between  two 
burdens. 

And  he  faw  that  reft  was  goody  and  the  land  that 
it  was  pleajant ;  a7id  bowed  his  Jhoulder  to  bear,  and 
became  a  fernjant  to  tribute . 

Naphtali  is  a  hind  let  loofe :  he  glveth  goodly 
words . 

WE  find  it  very  ufual  in  the  Old  Teftament 
by  the  figure  of  a  beaft  to  point  out  the 
Image  of  a  people. 

The  text  under  confideration,  is  perhaps  as  apt 
and  lively  a  reprefentation  of  Ilfachar’s  charac¬ 
ter,  as  any  in  the  whole  Bible,  or  any  people 
whatfoevei  ;  ,  and  may  ferve  to  difeover  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ilfachar’s  chara&er  down  to  this  day.— 

They 
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They  were  a  tribe  of  Ifrael, - and  an  ina&ive 

people  towards  the  good  of  pofterity  and  mankind 
in  General  ;  they  loved  reft  and  prefen t  eafe 

more  than  liberty, - and  choofed  to  be  Slaves 

rather  than  exert  themfelves  to  maintain  their 

liberties. - He  favv  the  land  was  good,  and 

reft  was  pleafant  to  him  ;  he  bowed  his  lhoulder 
to  bear,  and  became  a  fervant  to  tribute  to  pay 

heavy  taxes. - We  have  many  fuch  Iftachar s 

in  this  day. - Our  text  is  a  prophefy  in  the 

prelent  tenfc,’— ■  a  thing  ufual  in  the  Hebrew 
writings, — | it  is  Jacob  foretelling  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  Iftachar,  and  the  contrary  chara&er  of 
Napthtali. 

Jacob  is  the  firft  that  is  mentioned  in  fcripture 
who  preached  to  aftes;  but  many  have  been  thus 

employed  fince  his  time. - This  is  a  molt 

fhamehd  monofyllable,  when  applyed  to  reafonable 

creatures  ;  - men  endowed  with  reafon  and 

underftanding  to  degenerate  fo  bafely :  what  a 
falling  off  is  here  1 

He  was  a  numerous  tribe,  far  too  many  to  be 

fo  mean  fpirited. - A  nation  of  ftaves  is  a 

kingdom  of  aftes  ; - it  is  dilhonourable  reft 

and  difgraceful  pleafure  that  is  eftabliftied  upon  the 
ruin  of  the  common  weal. 

What  does  thefe  burdens  mean,  which  Iftachar 
couched  down  fo  decently  under  ?  Civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  ftavery  no  doubt.  Strange,  that  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Rational  creatures  fhould  bear  two  fuch 
infupportable  burdens  ! - Ah,  I  had  for¬ 
got  that  they  were  aftes  ; - .for,  to  be  fure, 

no  people  of  any  rational  fpirit  could  endure 
fuch  grievous  bondage. 

But  who  need  wonder  at  Tftachar’s  mean  fpirited 
condition,  when  many  of  thofe  who  have  the  light, 
and  fit  under  the  teaching  of  proteftant  and  re¬ 
formed  minifters,  have  tamely  couched  down  un¬ 
der  thefe  two  burdens  of  civil  and  religious  op- 

preflion, - -Indeed  this  ftovenly  chara&er  too 

•  well 
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-I  with  it  was  gone  out 
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well  fits  all  Europe. - 

of  the  world.  #  \ 

A  horfe  is  a  generous  animal  ;  traftable,  but 

not  abjeft  ; - fo  obedience  to  juft  laws,  and 

fubjedlion  to  flavery,  is  two  very  different  things ; 
the  firft  characterizes  a  people  wife  and  good,  the 

latter  bafe,  mean  fpirited  and  fervile. - -It  is  un- 

derftanding  that  makes  men  good  fubjecls. 

Ignorance  makes  them  Haves. - A  ftrong  afs,  in 

the  original  word,  denotes  ftrength,  but  implies 
leannelsl  — *-And  truly  all  thofe  whoj^ubmit  to 
flavery  are  poor.  We  have  not  a  word^ol  his 

motion  ; - he  was  ftrong,  but  not  active'  to  af- 

fcjt  his  rights  and  privileges. 

Reft  was  pleafant  to  him  ; - and  thus  it  hap¬ 

pens  now,  we  fit  ftill  at  eafe,  trufting  to  the  good 
of  the  land,  and  concluding,  every  one,  I  can 
live  out  my  time  in  peace  and  quiet  forget- 

jng  our  pofterity,  and  mourning  not  for  the  afflic¬ 
tions  of  Jofeph. 

When  men  thus  degenetate,  they  will  always 
find  fome  ready  to  fix  burdens  on  them ;  for 
flavery  don’t  come  in  a  day,  it  is  a  work  of  time 
to  make  men  perfect  Slaves. 

Indeed  when  men  are  conquered  and  overpow¬ 
ered,  and  forced  to  fubmit  to  bondage,  it  is  no 
crime  ;  but  when  through  lazinefs,  and  love  of  a 
little  eafe  they  give  up  the  publick  welfare,  they 
are  unworthy  of  the  prote&ion  of  Heaven  tor  re- 
jcQlng  its  Government,  and  giving  way  thus  by 

little  and  little.  .  _  .... 

It  is  wonderful  to  think  what  cuftom  will  do ; 

it  is  called  fecond  nature,  and  juftly  fo,  for  thro’ 
long  ufe  and  habit,  men  will  ftoop  to,  yea  help 
to  fix  on,  their  own  burdens. 

Iffachar  Hooped  down  he  well  deferved  a  heavy 

burden  for  his  meannefs  - it  is  a  j  uft  reward  ; 

,  - f*Qr  fuch  as  do  not  value  freeoom  and 

liberty,  before  a  little  prefent  eafe,  deferve  to  be 
flavcs.— _ _ They  are  bleflings  too  valuable  tp 
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be  enjoyed  without  care  and  induftry  to  main¬ 
tain  them. 

Providence  has  ordered  fiavery  to  prevail  on 
fuch  as  certainly,  tts  cold  and  darknefs  does  in 
a  winter’s  night,  that  they  who  make  no  induftry, 
mud  lay  cold  and  grope  in  the  dark. 

It  is  amazing  to  think  how  creatures,  of  the 
fame  frame  and  conftitution,  endowed  with  the 
fame  power  and  capacities,  fhould  become  fo  fub- 
miffively  the  Haves  of  others. 

When  all  the  faculties,  and  palfions  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  purfuing  their  various  and  proper  objects, 
according  as  nature  directs  and  requires,  it  will 
be  a  .miracle  if  men  do  not  joltle  themfelves  clear 

of  unreafonable  burdens.- - And  any  people 

or  nation  who  have  a  true  fenfe  of  property  and 
liberty  will  be  zealous  to  eftablifh  them  for  pof- 
terity,  and  feek  to  propagate  them  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Thefe  two  burdens,  civil  and  religious  opreffi- 
on,  are  laid  on  by  the  power  of  princes  and  the 
power  of  priefts. 

In  the  burden  ofciviloppreffion  is  contained  fo  much 
as  the  prince  and  his  officers  have  need  of  for 
all  the  purpofes  of  their  pride  and  ambition  ; — 
to  which  paffions  there  is  no  end,  but  will  com¬ 
prehend  Item  for  every  thing  a  man  pofTeffieth. 

And  in  the  burden  of  religious  oppreffion  is 
contained  fo  much  as  the  prieft-hood  have  need 

of  for  the  fame  purpofes; - whofe  pride  and 

cruelty  exceed  that  of  princes. - In  nations  where 

it  has  had  a  growth,  and  where  it  prevails,  fucli 
as  in  Popifh  countries,  where  this  burden  contains 
in  it  Item  for  all  things  in  heaven  and  in  earth, 
here  you  mull  believe  nothing  contrary  to  the 

judgment  of  the  church; - but  muff  believe  al- 

moft  every  thing  elfe,  however  abfurd, - the 

Bible  only  is  exclude^  out  of  this  heavy  burden. 

And  in  cafe  any  prove  refractory,  there  is  the 
inquifition,  which  has  many  fpurs  for  fucli  affies  ; 
and  they  may  kick  and  fpurn  as  they  will,  but  may 

L  as 
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as  well  think  of  bringing  Rom«  to  London  as  to 
think  to  throw  of  this  burden. 

Here  is  dungeons,  where  light  or  fun-fhine  never 

enter. - The  very  pidlu^es  of  the  manfions 

of  the  dead  ; - — - tortures?  which  furies  in 

council  only  could  contrive,  are  here  the  fad  mo¬ 
nitors  of  obedience  to  miferable  mortals.  Strange, 
that  nothing  elfe  could  be  contrived  to  con¬ 
vince  the  confciences  of  men  to  believe  the  truth 
Jbut  what  is  fit  for  the  mod  ftubborn  and  flothful 

animal. - Can  bodily  torture  convince  the 

,  mind?  Can  hunger  and  pain  reconcile  contradic¬ 
tion  ? — Kind  Jefus,  this  was  never  thy  contrivance, 
whofe  law  is  love  ;  whofe  conduct  is  all  mercy. 

How  can  kingdoms  bear  fuch  a  yoke  ?  how 
can  millions  of  reaionable  creatures  fubmit  to  fuch 
unreafonable  davery  ? 

It  mult  have  colt  much  time  and  pains,  and 
that  too  by  help  of  fome  infernal  fpirit,  to  de¬ 
prive  men  thus  of  their  fenfe  and  realon  — 
the  human-  mind  is  alfo  fftbjeft  to  fad  depravity 
to  fubmit  to  fuch  abjetl  bondage  and  flavery. — ■ 
Can  it  be  natural  to  men  thus  to  degenerate  in¬ 
to  a  date  of  brutal  dupifaftion  ?  So  many  mil¬ 
lions  ot  rational  beings,  endowed  with  moral  ca¬ 
pacities,  having  the  full  exercife  of  the  corporal 
functions,  to  tubmit  to  be  treated  like  brutes,  what 
a  fhocking  confideration  ?  Could  they  not  have 
freed  themfelves,  by  making  ufe  of  thofe  powers 
the  author  of  nature  hath  endowed  them  with  ? 

Ah  no  !  not  now.— - They  have  lod 

their  guide,  reafon ;  that  guide  of  mankind  is  in- 
Ilaved,  and  held  himfelf  a  captive  by  fervile  fu- 
perdicion. 

But  there  is  fome  original  caufe  for  this  de¬ 
generacy  from  the  pure  principles  of  nature.  The 

leaders  of  the  people  caufe  them  to  err ; - - 

Realon  is  duped  by  the  padions ; «  ■■  ■—  -  ■■ 
for.  thofe  who  have  addrefs  enough  to  com¬ 
mand  the  one  will  alfo  overcome  the  other  ;  and 
•when  men’s  eyes  are  put  out,  they  grope  in  the 

dark. 


' 
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•Oh  what  can  poffiefs  men  in 


dark.- 

facred  offices  thus  to  play  the  devil  with  their 
fellow  creatures  ! 

Intereft,  fordid  felf-intereft  is  the  caufe  ; - - 

the  clergy,  inltead  of  pointing  out  the  way  of 
righteoufnefs,  do  treat  their  congregations  like  affies, 

and  keeps  them  in  ignorance. - —But  who  gave 

them  that  right  and  fuch  preeminence  ;  are  not 
all  men  equally  free  ;  hath  not  God  of  one  blood 
made  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth.  But  thought- 
lefs  mortals  gave  up  their  privileges  through  in¬ 
dolence  and  inactivity. - In  Popifh  countries, 

where  men  are  no  fooner  out  of  the  hands  of  their 
nurfes  than  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  priefts, 
whofe  leading  maxim  is  to  keep  them  ignorant, 

and  abje&ively  fubmiffive  to  all  authority, - how 

can  they  underlland  their  intereft.  But  them  who 
firft  gave  up  thofe  privileges,  juftly  deferve  to 
bear  a  heavy  burden. 

But  Italy  and  Spain  are  not  the  only  places 

where  people  believe  abfurdities  ; - in  a  land 

where  freedom  has  been  the  privilege  and  boaft 
of  every  fubjedl,  we  may,  perhaps,  find  plenty  of 

affies.— - You  will  fay,  not  in  America,  a 

land  renowned  for  all  forts  of  liberty; - A 

nation  to  which  there  is  none  equal  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth,  as  we  know  of.  In  fome  pro¬ 
vinces  in  America  this  may  have  been  the  cafe  ; 

— — - but  we,  in  North-Carolina,  are  not  free; 

— — - — yet  to  the  king,  or  to  the  plan  of  our 

conftitution,  nothing  can  be  laid  that  tends  to  ef¬ 
fect  our  Liberties. - But  we  have  fold  that 

liberty  which  our  anceltors  left  us  by  this  confti¬ 
tution  to  fuch  men  as  have  not  the  leaft  pre- 
tenfions  to  rule  over  us. 

Are  we  free  while  our  laws  are  difapproved  of 

by  nine  tenths  of  us  ? - Are  we  free  while  it 

is  out  of  our  power  to  obtain  one  law  that  is  our 

choice  ? - Take  out  our  oppreffiors  thcm- 

felves,  and  many  of  our  laws  are  difagreeablc  to 
the  inhabitants  to  a  man;  And  worle  than  all 

this. 
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this,  forbad  as  our  laws  are,  thepra&ice  of  them  is 
worfe,  and  ouroppreffors  have  got  outofreachof  them. 

Kings  who  rule  arbitrarily,  generally  claim  their 

authority  by  fome  indefeafible  right  or  other ; - * 

but  thofe  oppreffors  of  ours  have  no  other  claim 
but  a  fale  we  have  voluntarily  made  to  them  of  our 
liberty. — ———But  this  was  an  unlawful  bargain 
of  fale  ;  a  drunken  bargain. 

Ye  who,  like  Iffachar,  for  the  love  of  eafe,  or 
the  gratification  of  fome  fordid  paffion,  have  fold  your 
liberties,  and  fubmit  to  burdens,  as  unnatural  as 

they  are  unreafonable, - your  charader  is 

drawn,  in.  the  text,  to  that  of  affes. - And 

worfe  than  affes  you  are,  who  thus  give  up  the 
caufe  of  your  country  either  to  civil  or  religious 
daminators. 

What  a  different  found  has  the  chara&er  of 

Naphtali ; - Naphtali  is  a  hind  let  loofe  ; 

he  giveth  goodly  words  ;  he  was  an  affertor 

of  liberty. — * - God  give  all  men  a  knowledge 

of  their  privileges,  and  a  true  ze^l  to  maintain 
•them. 

Iffachar,  I  wifh  thy  children  had  all  died  in 

the  firfl  generation  ; - —for  thy  offspring  is  too 

numerous  ;  they  are  in  church  and  Hate  ;  who¬ 
ever  will  attend  any  place  of  concourfe  will  find 
many  of  thy  defcendants  fo  itupid,  that  they  every 
day  bring  themfelves  under  burdens  they  might  ea- 
iily  prevent. 

Some  burdens  are  fixed  on  us  by  former  ge¬ 
nerations,  that  the  mod  induflrious  cannot  get  clear 
of  now. — - Heaven  grant  us  help  in  this  cafe. 

But  fhurely  we  live  under  a  goverment  where 
grievances  will  be  confidered  if  faithfully  repre¬ 
sented  ; - —and  it  is  our  own  fault  if  we  bear 

burdens.  The  bondage  is  heavy,  and  the  cry  has 
been  loud  ;  but  proper  means  of  redrefs  is  by  too 

many  neglected.- - It  is  to  be  feared  we  are 

not  all  prepared  for  deliverance ;  for  if  we  do  not 
apply  for  it earnefdy,  we  do  but  groan  like  affes, 
and  do  not  beflir  ourfelves. 

I  fhall 
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I'fhall  now  confider  fome  grievous  oppreffions 
that  we  labour  under. 

2dly,  Shew  the  reafon  and  caufe  thereof ; _ and, 

3dly,  Confider  a  me  thod  to  have  them  remov¬ 
ed. 

FirJ}y  The  Public k  taxes  is  an  unequal  burden 
on  the  poor  of  this  province,  by  reafon  the  poor- 
eft  man  is  taxed  as  high  as  the  richeft.  Allowing  the 
taxes  to  be  all  neceffary,  yet  there  ought  to  be 
fome  regard  had  to  the  ftrength  of  the  "beaft  ;  for 
all  alfes  are  not  equally  ilrong.  W,e  ought  to  be 
taxed  according  to  the  profits  of  each  man’s  eilate. 
And  as  we  have  no  trade  to  circulate  money,  this 
tax  ought  to  be  paid  in  country  produce.  There 
would  be  men  enough  to  bo  found  to  fill  all  polls 
of  office  for  a  fallary  paid  in  produce,  as  any  man 
can  offord  to  officiate  in  an  office  for  country  pro¬ 
duce  as  well  as  to  farm  or  follo  w  any  other  calling, 
the  chief  of  which  bring  in  nothing  elfe. 

This  is  a  grievous  burden  on1  the  poor,  as  mat¬ 
ters  have  been  carried  on,  for  money  is  not  to  be 
had  :  And  when  a  poor  man’s  goods  is  dillraincd, 
the  practice  has  been  to  take  double,  treble,  yea  ten 

times  the  value  has  fometimes  been  taken  away. _ . 

And  if  they  complain,  they  are  not  heard  ;  if  they 
refill,  they  are  belaboured  like  affics. 

Merciful  Lord,  would  any  people  rife  in  mobs 
to  dillurb  a  peaceable  nation  if  they  could  help  it  ! 
Who  is  more  ready  than  the  poor  to  venture  their 
lives,  in  time  of  war  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation  ? 
nay  it  is  pinching  hunger  and  cold,  brought  on 
them  by  abafe  of  officers,  that  is  the  caufe. 

A  few  men  may  rife  in  a  riot  without  a  Caufe; 
and  d.ifafFeded  lords  and  great  men  may  have  fuch 
ambitious  views,  encouraged  by  fome  enemy 

prince  ; - —but  for  the  generality  of  the  poor 

of  a  Province  to  rife,  there  mull  be  fome  caufe ;  I 
dare  fay  there  always  is  a  grievious  caufe. 

Neither  is  it  any  refledion  on  the  king,  to  fay, 
the  poor  are  oppreffied  ;  for  he  don’t  make  our 
-aws  •  I  is  the  lubjeds  themfelves,  like 
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die  filh,  devouring  one  onother,  with  this  difference, 
we  are  devoured  by  law. 

The  narrow  limits  of  our  inferior  court’s  juriff 
diftion,  and  like  wife  of  a  fingle  magiftrate,  is  a 
grievous  burden  on  "both  poor  and  rich  ;  and  more 
fo  as  we  are  obligee  to  fee  lawyers  ;  and  in  their 
demands  they  have  got  above  the  law,  and  have 
monopolized  the  v\hcle  power  of  the  Courts  into 
their  own  hands.  Our  burdens  exceeds  IlTachar’s  $ 
for  truly  we  may  be  faid  to  labour  under  three, 

* - the  lawyers  ufe  us  as  we  do  our  flocks, 

they  kill  one  here  and  there,  or  pluck  us  well, 
and  then  let  us  run  a  while  to  feather  again. 

We  mull  make  thefe  men  fubjed  to  the  laws, 

or  they  will  enfiave  the  whole  community.— - 

General  and  private  mullers  are  alfo  an  unneffary 
burden,  efpecially  in  our  large  counties,  the  out  Tides 
of  which  have  to  ride  from  thirty  to  fifty  miles  $ 
and  the  out  fides  of  a  county  contain  more  than  , 
the  heart.  Going  to  one  of  thefe  mullers  gene¬ 
rally  colls  a  whole  week’s  labour.— - - And 

on  the  whole,  colls  the  counties  at  lead  a  Thou- 
fand  Pounds  each.  A  general  muller  is  one  week’s 
lofs  in  a  year ,  which  is  one-fiftieth  part  of  the 

year.— - Four  private  mullers  one  week  more, 

which  is  one  twenty-fifth  part.- - Working  on 

the  roads  and  attending  courts,  will  foon  reduce  it 
to  one- twelfth  part  of  our  time.- .  And  of  what 
fervice  is  all  this  coll  attending  the  militia  law  ?  It 
ferves  to  bring  cullom  to  a  few  Ordinary-Keepers, 
and  for  a  day  of  gaiety  and  feallmg  to  a  few.  in¬ 
dividuals,  who  have  been  vain  enough  fometimes 
to  publifh  fuch  a  day’s  diverfion  in  diftant  Gazettes.  1 
With  what  indignation  mujl  a  poor  afs  read 
fuch  a  paragraph  of  fuch  vain  boafting  of  fuch  a 
crowd  of  poor  affes,  faint  with  hunger,  cold  and 
thirll,  laying  out  two  or  three  nights  by  a  fire 
in  the  woods,  to  perform  this  journey  ;  deititute 
even  of  a  great  coat  or  a  blanket  ;  and  of  no  ufe 
.under  the  fun  but  to  make  a  Ihow  of  grandeur  to 
'  '  a  few 
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a  few  who,  perhaps,  are  themoft  unworthy  in  the 
county.  . 

This  excefs  has  not  been  pra&ifed  perhaps  in 

many  counties  ; - But  it  is  not  amifs  to  check 

it,  left  it  fhould  grow,  and  you  be  tied  neck 
and  heels  for  the  leaft  affront,  and  made  to  ride 
the  wooden  mare. - It  is  enough  to  make  a  free¬ 
man’s  fie  lb  creep  to  read  this  law; - which 

might  be  more  tolerable,  were  the  people  allow¬ 
ed  to  choofe  their  own  officers. - — It  would 

be  needlefs  to  mention  every  circumftance  of  op- 

preffion  in  this,  which  is  yet  but  the  civil  bur¬ 
den. 


I\ext  comes  the  religious  Tn  this  many  con- 
fcientious  good  men  are  debarred  from  the  privilege 

of  ierving  the  publick. - - - Our  anceftors  fe- 

cured  us  fo  well  from  this  burden,  that  it  is  e- 
ven  a  ffiame  to  fee  how  we  have  let  thofe  laws 
creep  in  over  us ;  which  could  not  be  done  but 
under  colour  of  our  confent. 

In  Britain, .  the  clergy  endeavour  to  make  us 
believe  that  tithes  and  church-rates  are  of  divine 
inlhtution.  This  pretended  right  of  demandinp- 
cnuich  dues,  more  than  the  fecular  power  p-ives  i*s 
treating  men  like  alTes.  Indeed  it  is  depriving 
them  both  of  their  money  and  fenfes  at  the  fame 
time.  Though  men  of  any  religion  obey  the  laws 
when  once  made,  yet  they  cannot  believe  the  church 
has  any  other  claim  but  what  the  Magiftrate  gives 

?,er  ’  T7-yvt’  vvhen.  thcy  P^,  they  wilfboth 
think  and  fay  they  are  ill  applied,  and  the  king 

is  badly  in  armed - Chriftians,  though  tliev 

may  bear  burdens,  when  they  can  obtain  no  re- 

dreli,  yet  they  are  worfe  than  aiTcs  thus  tamelv  to 

confent  to  creating  of  them  ; - and  when  t'hev 

know  they  cannot  be  created  without  their  con 
ient. 

To  fnmk  the  pofterity  of  a  people,  whofe  fa- 
ihers  had  purchafed  them  a  freedom  with  the  price 
of  their  blood  and  fortunes,  that  they  ffiould 

bafely 


/ 
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bafely  fell  that  freedom  for  a  pot  of  ale,  and  a 
fhake  of  the  hand,  in  flattery  and  deciet,  is 
a  mod  fhocking  confideration. 

What  a  weak  religio  n  mud  it  be,  that  needs 
any  thing  to  fupport  it  but  what  proceeds  from 
voluntary  confent  and  good  will.  It  is  drange  that 
the  Chridian  religion  cannot  maintain  its  ground 
by  the  fame  means  th?it  it  gained  it. 

I  was  educated  myVelf  in  the  principles  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  have  duly  examined  mod 
other  diffenting  feds,  and  I  can’t  fay  any  of  them 
is  founder  or  "freer  from  error  in  their  principles 
than  Ihe. - — - But  this  maintaining  of  the  cler¬ 

gy,  by  edablidimesAt,  fuppofe  it  don’t  corrupt  a 
true  minider,  yet  it  ^s  the  very  caufe  that  makes 
ordinary  wicked  lazy  men  creep  into  orders,  pure¬ 
ly  for  a  livelihood  or  office  of  pront,  to  get  gain 

in  an  eafy  any  lazy  way. 

And  as  to  the;  different  feds,  I  look  upon  all  or 

them  to  have  been  by  good  men  at  fir  ft  * 

and  we  fee  they  all  degenerate  in  time  as  well  as 


Thefe  different  feds  and  opinions  are  a  balance 
to  the  fad  depravity  which  the  human  mind  is 
fubieft  to  ;  for  had  nature  allowed  it  to  have 
been  poffible  for  any  one  fed  to  have  been  fo  e- 
ftabliihed  by  Law,  as  to  have  been  wholly  fecur- 
ed  from  the  Attacks  of,  and  from  being  expofed 

by,  diflenting  feds,  - no  abfurdity  m  the 

world  but  could  have  been  impofed  on  the  human 

mincp. _ Neither  do  I  know  that  it  is  an 

article  of  the  church  of  England  to  force  a 
maintenance  for  their  Clergy;  or  that  it  is  m  a- 
tty  of  their  creeds,  but  rather  a  pradice  of  Rome, 

kept  up  by  the  carnal  men  among  them. - - 

And  I  make  no  doubt  but  there  is  carnal  men 
enough  among  the  rulers  of  any  of  the  diflenting 
fedfs  to  carry  a  majority  among  themfeives  to 

have  the  fame  eflablifhment,  could  they  per  Evadeor 

have1;  intereft  enough  in  the  Hate  to  do  it. 

So  that  while  I  expofe  this  antichnfhan  pradice 


X  would  not  be  underitood  to  ftrike  at  the  church  of 
England  more  than  any  other  that  might  have 
power  to  force  the  fame  maintenance. 

When  the  Scriptures  is  given  to  make  the  man 
of  God  perfect,  do  not  any  fett  whatfoever 
accufe  them  of  imperfcclion  when  they  make  o- 
ther  fences  againft  error,  which  are  accounted  more 
fit  to  guard  men  againlf  herefy,  than  the  fcriptures 
themfelves  ? 

What  occafion  to  introdue  any  other  Syftem 
of  Religion  either  with  or  befides  the  fcriptures, 
if  they  be  fufficient  to  make  men  perfect  in  all 

things  pertaining  .  to  godlinefs  : - Do  men 

think  they  can  exprefs  themfelves  more  intelligibly 
than  the  holy  fpirit,  or  commend  the  truth  more 
clearly  to^other  men’s  confcience  ? 

2dly  To  proceed  to  the  fecond  head  ; - . 

The  reafon  of  all  civil  and  religious  impofitions 

hath  been  the  flothfulnefs  of  the  people, - * 

who  a£t  like  great  men  who  commit  the  care  of 
their  eilates  to  Itewards.  Such  men  as  are  intruded 
by  the  community  with  their  privileges,  if  -they  be 
not  wife  and  good,  will  fell  them,  or  give  them 
away.  And  one  caufe  of  our  complaints  is,  that 
we  look  not  to  our  Bufinefs  ourfelves  ;  but  think, 
as  foon  as  we  have  elected  civil  or  religious  go¬ 
vernors,  we  may  fall  afleep  in  pleafure,  indolence 

and  inattention. - When  they  degenerate 

into  Tyrants,’  as  much  of  the  blame  lays  on  the 

community  as  upon  them  ; - -  —  for  had  thofe 

who  employed  them  watched  over  them  as  they 
ought,  and  given  them  timely  admonition,  they 
might  have  prevented  them  from  ruining  both 
their  own  fouls  as  well  as  the  publick  inte- 
reft. 

The  indolence  of  a  people  is  a  temptation  to 
governors  to  turn  ufurpers. - In  a  free  coun¬ 

try  like  ours,  where  afTembly-men  are  voted  by  a 
free  Election,  and  are  not  to  be  perpetual,  it: 
would  be  eafy  to  have  all  the  laws  agreeable  to 
the  Body  of  the  people.  We  loofe  our  liberty  by 

M  not 


not  aflerting  it  properly.- 
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purpofe  to  cry  out  againft  goverment  and  officers 

it'  we  don’t  properly  beftir  ourfelves. 

One  reaion  why  we  have  fo  few  men  who  con¬ 
cern  themfelves  properly  in  maintaining  our 
rights,  is  a  very  -  capital  error  that  prevails  a- 
mong  mod  diffenting  fedts,  that  this  is  a  bufi- 
liefs  that  belongs  to  the  world.  .  . 

Chriftians  is  the  light  of  the  world - this  is 

a  molt  certain  truth; - -and  when  the  Hate 

is  depiived  of  the  light  of  fo  many  chriftians  as 
is  among  diffenters,  her  light  becomes  almoft 
quite  darknefs.  For  there  is  a  certain  proportion 
of  chriftians  in  all  ages  who  ought  to  be  the 
li»ht  of  the  world,  and  to  govern  the  churches. 
The  government  of  their  particular  churches, 
fet  up  among  one  another,  is  only  helps  to 
the  government  over  the  whole  ;  and  is  no  ways 
different  in  its  nature.  So  that  if  it  is  necefiary 
to  choofe  chriftians  to  fit  in  fynods,  >  prefhytenes, 
affociations  or  yearly  _  meetings,  fo  it  is  necelfary 
to  have  fuch  in  affemblies. 

J  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  3d  head,  to  confider 
of  a  method  to  remove  thele  burdens. 

When  the  time  of  an  election  corns  on,  and 
thofe  men  of  the  world,  who  rule  by  wealth,  and 
whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  corrupt  their  fellow  fub- 
ie&s,  and  cheat  them  by  battery  and  corruption; 
out  of  their  liberty  come  to  afk  your  vote?,— 
do  you  dcfpife  .  them  offers,  and  fay  to  them. 

Your  money  perifti  with  you. 

Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  men  will  take  care 

of  your  intereft  who  begin  with  debauching  your 
morals,  and  ruining  your  fouls  by'  drunkennefs  ?— 
Will  that  man  have  the  leaft  regard  ior  your  civil 
Intereft  and  property  who  fir  ft  attempts  to  rum 

your  virtue? - —What  opinion  mult  they 

have  of  fuch  people,  who,  for  a  few  days  not  and 
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gluttony  will  fell  their  liberties,  but  that  they  are 
aifes,  that  want  to  be  watered  ? 

While  men  are  thus  flaves  to  their  lulls,  they 
will  never  be  free.  Men  that  do  fo  eafily  fell  their 

fouls  will  nor  value  their  country. - Where 

there  is  no  virtue,  there  can  be  no  liberty  ; - 

it  is  all  licentioufnefs.  What  Ilfachars  are  fuch 
People  who  gives  their  votes  for  a  man  who 
neither  fears  God  nor  loves  mankind  !  who,  by 
the  very  method»that  he  purfues  to  obtain  his 
eledion,  deferves  to  forfeit  the  favour  and  edeem 
of  all  lovers  of  virtue  and  honelty.  Whom  can 
they  blame  for  their  opprellion  but  themfelves ; 
their  own  hands  do  make  the  fetters  by  which  they 
are  bound.  Thofe  who  lay  out  fo  much  money 
upon  an  eledion,  has  it  in  their  view  to  make 
you  pay  for  it  in  the  round. 

Secondly,  Forever  defpife  that  man  who  has 
betray’d  the  liberty  of  his  condituants  ;  this  will 
lay  a  restraint  upon  the  venal  difpofition  of  fuch 
as  Incline  to  fell  their  country  for  Preferment. 
It  would  be  a  check  to  hinder  them  from  going 

into  the  fchemes  of  a  Governor. - -Never 

fend  thofe  who  depend  on  favour  for  a  living,  or 
on  the  perplexity  of  the  laws,  nor  any  who  have 
ever  difeovered  a  want  of  good  principles. 

North-Carolinians,  if  you  remain  under  thefe 

burdens,  it  mud  be  your  own  faults  ; - you 

will  ftand  recorded  for  afles^  to  all  generations  if 
you  do  not  affert  your  privileges  before  it  is  too 
late  to  recover  them. 

ft  is  not  didoyalty,  nor  injurious,  to  give 
Indrudions  to  .  the  candidates  you  choofe,  and  take 
theirfolemn  promifeand  obligation,  that  they  will  fol¬ 
low  thofe  indrudions.  This  is  far  more  noble 
than  riotinga  few  days  in  drunkennefs.  AfTcmbly- 
men  are  your  fervants,  and  it  is  but  rcafonable 
they  be  made  accountable  to  you  for  theii  con- 
dud. 

Mark  any  clerk,  lawyer  or  Scotch  merchant,  or 
any  fett  v  of  men,  who  are  connected  with  certain 

companies. 
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companies,  callings  and  combinations,  whofe  in, 
terefts  jar  with  the  intereft  of  the  pubhck  good.-,. 
And  when  they  come  to  folicit  you  with,  invi¬ 
tations  to  entertainments,  &c.  fhur.  them  as  you 

would  the  peftilence. - -Send  a  man  who  is 

the  choice  of  the  country,  and  not  one  who  feu 
up  himfelf,  and  is  the  choice  of  a  party;  whofe 
intereli  dailies  with  the  good  of  the  pubhck.  Send 
a  chriftian,  or  a  man  whom,  you  think  in  your 
confciences  is  a  real  honelt  good  man  “ 

for  this  is  the  chriftian,  let  his  belief,  as  to  creeds.' 
and  opinions  be  what  it  will. 

Beware  o'f  being  corrupted  by  flattery,  for 
fuch  men  ftudy  the  art  of  managing  thole  fpnngs 
of  aflion  within  us,  and  will  eaflly  make  us  llaves 

by  our  own  confent.- - There  is  more  paffi- 

ons  than  one  that  thefe  men  work  upon  ;  there  is 
drunkennefs,  love  of  honour,  flattery  of  great  men, 
love  of  intereft,  preferment,  or  fome  wor.dly  ad¬ 
vantage. - —They,  by  taking  hold  ot  thefe 

fprings  within  us,  infenfibly  lead  us  into  bon- 

d“  When  anv  man,  who  has  much  of  this  world 
fo  that  his  intereft  weighs  down  a  great  number  of 
his  poor  neighbours,  and  employs  that  intereft 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  virtue  ana  honefty, 
any  perfon  of  the  leaft  difcernment  may  fee  he 

is  a  curfe  to  the  nation.  _  •. 

When  men’s  votes  is  foliated,  or  over-awed 

by  fome  fuperiors,  the  eleftion  is  not  free.— 

Men  in  power  and  of  large  fortunes  threaten  us 
out  of  our  liberty,  by  the  weight  of  their  inte- 
reft 

Nor.th- Carolinians,  Are  you  fenfible  what  you 
are  doing,  when,  for  fome  fmall  favour,  or  fo 

o ratification,  you  fell  your  votes  to  fuch  as  wan 

to  inflave  your  country  ?  - - - youjire  pubh  .  - 

ing  to  all  the  world,  that  you  are  affes.— 

You  are  defpifed  already  by  the  lifter  colonies. 
You  are  hurting  your  trade ;  for  men  of  pubhck 
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generous  fpirits,  who  have  fortunes  to  promote 
trade,  are  difcouraged  from  coming  among  you. 

You  are  alfo  encouraging  your  own  affembly- 
men  to  inflave  you  ;  for  when  they,  who  are  elect¬ 
ed,  fee  that  thofe  who  had  a  right  to  cleft  them 
had  no  concern  for  their  true  intereft,  but  that 
they  were  elefted  by  chance,  or  power  of  their 
own,  or  fome  great  man’s  intereft,  fuch  men  will 
be  the  more  ready  to  vote  in  the  affembly  with 
as  much  indifference  about  the  iutereft  of  their 
conftituents  as  they  had  in  voting  them  in. 

You  tiiay  always  fufpeft  every  one  who  over¬ 
awes  or  wants  to  corrupt  you ;  the  fame  per- 
fon  will  load  you  with  burdens.  You  mayeafily 
find  out  who  was  tools  to  the  governor,  and  who 
concurred  in  paft  affemblies  to  lay  burdens  on  us, 
the  edifice,  paying  the  troops,  the  affociates  Sa¬ 
laries,  &c.  Send  not  one  of  them  ever  any  more  ; 
let  them  ftand  as  beacons  ;  ftt  a  mark  on  them, 
that  ages  to  come  may  hold  their  memories  in.  ob- 
horrence. 

May  not  Carolina  cry  and  utter  her  voice,  and 
fay,  That  fhc  will  have  her  publick  accounts  fet-r 
tied  ;  that  fhe  will  have  her  lawyers  and  officers 

fubjeft  to  the  laws. - That  fire  will  pay 

no  taxes  but  what  are  agreeable  to  law. - * 

That  fhe  will  pay  no  officer  nor  lawyer  any  more 

fees  than  the  law  allows. - —'1  hat  file  will 

hold  conferences  to  confult  her  reprefentatives, 
and  give  them  inftructions  ;  and  make  it  a  con-, 
dition  of  their  eleftion,  that  they  affert  their  pri¬ 
vileges  in  the  affembly,  and  cry  aloud  for  ap¬ 
peal  of  all  oppreffive  laws. 

Finally,  My  brethren,  whenever  it  is  in  your 
power,  take  care  to  have  the  houfe  of  affembly 
filled  with  good  honeft  and  faithful  men  ;  and 
encourage  andinftruft  them  on  all  occafions  :  And 
be  furc  to  let  your  elections  be  no  expence  tp 
th<?m» 
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And  Balaam  ro/e  up  in  the  morning ,  and  /addled  his 

a/s ,  and  yoent  with  the  princes  0/  Moab. - And 

the  a/s  /aid  unto  Balaam ,  Am  not  I  thine  a/  upon 
which  thou  hajl  ridden  ever  / nee  I  was  thine  ? 

* 

THERE  muft  be  fome  matter  of  impor¬ 
tance  on  hand,  no  doubt,  when  a  man 
of  Balaam’s  character  is  up  fo  early. —  ....The 

king  of  Moab  had  fent  for  him,  promifing  him 
riches  and  honour  on  certain  conditions,  to  wit ,  if  he 
would  come  and  curfe  Ifraei. 

The  leaders  and  teachers  of  people  in  all  ages 
have  been  well  difpofed  to  ferve  men  in  pow¬ 
er. - We  have  feen  the  leaders  of  divers  fedts 

of  chriflians,  who  was  lately  employed  the  fame 

way; - — But  it  is  neceflary  to  know  firil  what 

this  curfe  meant. 

The  greateil  part  of  ftates-men  in  almofi  eve¬ 
ry  age  meant  no  more  by  religion  than  to  make 
it  an  engine  of  ftate-policy,  or  a  tool  of  fecular 
interell  ;  for  the  common  people  will  not  always 
fubmit  to  the  opprefiive  means  of  rulers,  with¬ 
out  the  help  or  the  influence  of  their  own  teach¬ 
ers. - And  we  rnufl:  obferve,  that  though  Ba¬ 

laam  feems  not  to  have  been  of  the  lame  religion 
of  the  king  of  Moab,  yet  many,  or  the  greatefl; 
part  of  Balak’s  fubjedls,  might  have  been  of  Ba¬ 
laam’s  religion,  which  made  it  neceflary  for  the 
king  of  Moab  to  apply  to  him. 

Had  we  as  many  to  infirudl  us  truly,  as  in 
fadt  we  have  to  feduce  us,  we  fliould  find  things 
very  diflrent  from  what  they  are - — -——for 
when  both  the  civil  and  religious  rulers  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  one  interefi:  to  feduce  mankind,  if  the 
Almighty  was  not  at  the  head  of  the  adminiftra- 

tion, 
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tion,  it  is  hard  to  fay  where  the  end  might 
be. 

Well,  by  the  correfpondence  between  the  king 
of  Moab  and  Balaam,  we  find  the  concern  .was 
about  the  growth  and  advances  of  an  ignorant 
people,  who  had  lately  revolted  from  under  their 
talk-mafters,  the  Egyptians. 

Well,  Balak,  was  it  from  thee,  and  thy  prophet 
Balaam,  that  ftates-men  have  all  learnt  to  apply  to 
the  prophets  of -all  or  any  religion  to  curie  and 
give  a  bad  name  to  God’s  peculiar  and  chofen 
people  ;  which  all  fuch  are,  who  engage  together 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  llavery,  and  are  advanc¬ 
ing  from  under  Egyptian  bondage  to  a  land  of 
freedom  and  liberty  ? 

Whether  they  learnt  it  from  thee  or  not,  they 
have  never  failed  to  join  in  an  alliance  on  fuch 
occafions. 

Ilrael,  no  doubt,  had  a  good  name  among  the 
king  of  Moab’s  religious  fubjefts ;  for  fuch  would 
naturally,  fjom  a  love  of  liberty,  incline  to  favour 
Ifrael,  and  encourage  them  in  their  journey,  rather 

than  hinder  them. - Therefore  there  mull 

be  fome  method  found  out  to  give  them  a  bad 
name.  Sermons  mult  be  calculated  to  render  them 
odious,  before  he  could  raife  troops,  6r  raife  his 

militia  againil  then).  - - This  was  the  curfe  ; 

Balak  fays,  them  whom  thou  curfell  is  curfed  ; — 
that  is,  give  them  a  bad  name,  and  preach  a- 
gainft  their  proceedings,  and  all  thy  followers 
will  engage  with  fpirit  and  refolution  againil 
them. 

Something  like  this  we  have  feen  in  our  day. 
Perhaps  it  happened  with  Balak  (which  obliged 
him  to  have  recourfe  to  Ballaam)  as  it  did  with 
the  officers  of  ^  our  province,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
regulation,  that  was,  that  his  own  prophets,  per¬ 
haps  of  the  eftabliffied  religion,  told  him,  if  he 
would  do  juftice,  and  aft  fair  and  reafonable  with 
thofe  people,  he  need  not  raife  a  man  againil 
them. 
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'  It  is  a  wonder  Balaam,  who  by  all  likelihood, 
was  a  dilTenter,  who  generally  are  looked  on  to 
be  more  pious  than  thofe  of  an  eftablifhed  re¬ 
ligion*  Ihould  thus  fall  ; - - but  Balak  tempt¬ 
ed  him  with  honour  and  riches. - A  ve¬ 

ry  ftrong  temptation  I  confefs*  befides  the  novel¬ 
ty,  for  1  fuppofe  Balaam  never  received  a  letter 
from  a  governor  before  in  all  his  life,  nor  ever 
had  the  honour  to  dine  with  one  before. 

Moll  people  1  find  account  Balaam  a  wizard 

or  conjurer,  rather  than  a  good  man  ; - - - 

for  my  part  I  fee  no  reafon  from  the  Scripture 
account  of  him  to  think  fo,  but  that  he  had 
hitherto  been  a  very  good  man.  And  though  he 
was  too  far  taken  in  this  fnare,  yet  lie  leems  to 
have  ftruggled  hard,  and  Hood  to  the  truth,  to 
the  laft,  infomuch  that  he  loft  his  preferment. 

If  Balaam  mult  be  accounted  fuch,  a  very  bad 
man,  becaufe  he  fell  before  this  temptation,  what 
Ihall  we  think  of  our  modern  prophets,  who  did 
not  hefitate  one  hour,  but  joined  with  a  much 
lefs  temptation,  (honour  only,  for  I  never  heard  of 
any  money)  and  made  no  bones  to  curfe,  or  give 
a  bad  name  to  a  fimilar  people ;  yea  cut  off  fome 
of  their  own  members,  and  join  with  a  fett  of 
under  officers,  whole  adftions  and  extortions  the 
laws,  though  handled  by  themfelves,  have  condemn¬ 
ed  ;  and  were  it,  poffible  to  reach  the  Royal 
Ear,  with  our  juft  cries  againft  them,  He  would 
abhor  and  deteft  their  wicked  combinations. 

Balaam,  I  confefs,  loved  the  wages  of  unrigli- 
teoufnefs  too  much  ;  his  conduct  with  the  Almigh¬ 
ty  feems  to  have  been  fimilar  to  fome  men  who 
have  too  ftrong  a  defire  after  drink,  or  to  grati¬ 
fy  fome  other  luftful  paffion,  who  will  plead  with 
confcience,  and  contrive  a  hundred  ways  to  gain 

Its  confent. - - 1  have  heard  a  drunken  man 

fay,  he  has  made  excufes  in  himfelf  to  go  out  with 
his  gun,  and  kept  working  all  day  in  his  mind, 
till  he  had  got  the  tippling-houfe  between  him 
and  hoijae,  when  he  has  inftantly  got  in  a  great 

hurry 
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hurry  to  get  home  by  the  dram-lhop,  and  argu¬ 
ing,  that  now  he  really  needed  one  dram  ; - lias 

got  To  blinded  by  this  time  as,  like  Balaam,  no 
more  to  fee  the  angel  that  flood  in  his  way. 

We  generally  get  in  a  hurry  of  biifinefs  be¬ 
fore  we  can  lofe  fight  or  get  fhut  of  our  guide. 

- - — -Lo,  Balaam  gets  in  great  hafte,  was  up 

early,  and  faddled  his  afs. 

And  no  doubt  but  his  heart  was  full  of  the 
hopes  of  the  rewards,  full  of  great  expectations, 
and  perhaps  was  telling  oven  in  his  mind  what 
large  Turns  of  money  he  fhould  bring  home,  and 
how  he  fhould  be  honoured  by  the  princes  of 
Moab  ;  and  meditating,  may  be,  what  a  pious 

work  he  would  put  the  money  to. - The 

lord  had  given  him  leave  to  go,  but  no  doubt  he 
ought  to  have  kept  cool  and  refigned,  and  not 
have  got  in  fuch  a  hurry,  and  filled  his  mind 
with  fuch  proclamations,  that  he  could  not  fee  his 
guide  that  was  to  direct  his  heps.  Well,  he  is  fo 
blind,  however,  that  confcience  was  invifible  to 

him, - when,  on  a  fudden,  the  afs  harted 

afide,  and  crulhed  his  foot  againh  the  wall. 

This  afs  feems  to  refetnble  the  people  over 
whom  the  prophets  are  wont  to  rule,  who  never 
are  apt  to  hart  afide  any  more  than  affes,  un¬ 
til  the  madnefs  of  the  prophets  become  fo  vi- 
fible,  that  forces  one  now  and  then  to  reprove 
them,  who,  perhaps,  never  opened  their  mouths 
before. 

When  the  Lord  opened  the  mouth  of  the  ah: 
to  fpeak  in  human  lfile,  one  would  have  thought 
it  would  have  frightened  >any  man  almolt  out  of 

his  fenfes. - But  Balaam  was  not  eafily 

frightened,'  but  he  was  for  caining  and  killing 
her. 

So  when  any  poor  afs  now  a-days  opens  her 
mouth  in  human  ltile,  or  by  way  of  teaching 
and  reproving  the  rulers,  they  ufe  him  as  Balaam 
did  his  afs,  cane  him  with  difeipline,  and  threaten 

N  him 
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him  with  excommunication  as  the  pharifees  did 
the  man  who  was  born  blind. 

And  Balaam’s  afs  fpoke  much  like  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  an  inflaved  people.— Am  not  I  thine 

afs  ? 

Balaam  had  his  afs  faddled  and  prepared  for 

mounting  before  he  got  on  to  ride  ;  — - fo  like- 

wife  it  requires  fome  pains  and  furniture  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  people  to  bear  a  yoke  of  Vflavery. 

In  the  civil  adminillration,  their  general  cry  is  to 

maintain  courts  of  juftice. - - In  matters  of 

religious  concern,  it  is  neceffary  to  have  the  peo¬ 
ple  well  prefwaded  of  the  rights  and  importance 
of  the  clergy,  and  the  divinity  cf  creeds  and  ca¬ 
nons  of  churches,  before  they  will  fubmit  to  be 
mounted  and  ridden  like  afles. 

The  Jure  Divino  of  epifcopacy  and  prefbytery  are 
pieces  of  furniture  that  prophets  prepare*  for  their 

afl'eSi _ And  when  once  they  can  perfwadethe 

people  they  have  power  to  make  laws  that  binds 
the  confciences  of  the  whole  community,  they  have 
the  feat  of  their  faddle  made. 

Then  they  mufl  have  a  deal  of  flraps,  girts  and 
other  furniture,  as  well  to  bind  it  raff  on  as  to 

fit  eafy,  commodious  and  decent  ; - — — -befides, 

a  ftaff  in  their  hands  to  belabour  fuch  afles  as  Hart 

The  difcipline  of  churches,  by  which  they  if- 
fue  excommunication  and  cenfures,  refemble  this 
flaff;  for  it  is  evident,  when  chriitians  begin  to 
think  for  themlelves,  and  queilion  the  lnfambi- 
.  lity  of  any  of  their  laws  or  creeds,  if  they  aie 
ever  fo  well  convinced  in  their  own  minds,  or  if 
confcience  Hand  ever  fo  much  in  their  way,  as  the 
angel  before  the  afs,  it  is  no  matter  of  confe- 
quence  to  the  prophets  that  rule  them,  they  mull 
fuffer  for  their  impertinence,  and  be  belaboured 
for  their  di ('obedience.-* — — -And  many  com¬ 
plain  as  fimple  as  the  als?— ** — —are  not  we  your 
aifes  ? 
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There  are  fome  that  dart  now  and  then,  who 
continue  on  their  way;  they  are  ever  crying  out 
againft  degeneracy  in  churches  and  church  gover¬ 
nors,  but  continue  good  iubje&s,  and  bear  all  their 

ampofitions. - - — — Thefe  are  braying  noifey  a  fics 

its  true,  but  they  mean  nothing. - If  they 

are  llarted  now  and  then  by  confcience,  God’s 
mefienger  Handing  in  their  way,  yet  a  degree  of 
found  difeipline,  which  may  affeft  their  reputati¬ 
on  or  worldly  intered,  will  make  them  return  to 
the  old  path,  and  fay,  are  not  we  thine  afies  ; 
and  be  ready  to  make  fome  other  apology  befides 
the  truth  for  their  condubl  ? 

The  articles  and  creeds  of  fome  churches  ; — and 
the  Confeflion  of  Faith  and  Order  of  Baptifm  a- 

mong  the  Prefbyterians  - -and  the  book  of 

difeipline,  fringed  with  Barclay’s  Anarchy  of  the 
Ranters,  among  the  Quakers,  are  like  the  two 

great  laps  of  Balaam’s  faddle  ;  - - all  which 

is  to  be  well  girted  on  by  the  flrong  terms  of 
words  ;  agreement  of  the  Wedminider  Divines ; 

- authority  of  the  wifdom  of  the  truth,  &c. 

- - By  fuch  trappings  as  thefe,  the  clergy  is 

fupported ;  for  they  could  not  ride  without  their 
faddle. 

•  Were  the  common  people  once  to  receive  no¬ 
thing  as  their  creed  but  the  Scriptures,  the  cler¬ 
gy  would  foon  have  no  more  authority  than  what 
their  good  fervice  and  good  converfation  procur¬ 
ed  them. - Good  men  will  always  refped  them 

as  long  as  they  are  examples  of  goodnefs,  and 
condefcend  to  men  of  low  degree  ;  but  will  laugh 
at  clerical  jurifdittion,  and  reject  all  religious  dic¬ 
tators. 

When  mankind  are  once'indru&ed  in  their  na¬ 
tural  and  conditutional  rights  and  .privileges* 
they’  will  not  only  complain,  but  druggie  hard  to 
get  clear  of  opprefiion. 

Wife  men  know  what  it  is  to  obey  jud  laws* 
but  will  never  tamely  fubmit  to  flavery  and  bond¬ 
age  ;  to  fubmit  to  arbitrary  government  without  rc- 

'  fidance0 
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liftance,  argues  the  want  of  a  fenfe  of  the  rights 
of  human  nature,  and  of  our  conftitutiens. 

The  firfh  flavery  that  men  are  generally  brought 
under,  is  that  of  the  mind  ;  for  while  the  mind 
a&s  freely,  and  is  kept  clear  of  the  chains  of  ig- 
.  norance  and  prejudice,  it  would  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  enflave  them.— - It  therefore  requires 

the  aid  of  falfe  Teachers  to  feduce  mankind  be- 
.  fore  a  Hate  can  deprive  them  of  their  civil  liber¬ 
ties  and  privileges.  It  is  a  molt  certain  fad, 
though  not  often  noticed,  that  the  blending  of 
civil  and  religious  offices,  facred  and  fecular 
things,  has  been  an  introduction  to  flavery  in  all 
nations  where  arbitrary  goverment  has  been  intro¬ 
duced. 

When  minifters  affume  the  province  of  a  magi- 
llrate,  to  make  laws,  and  punifh  diffenters,  they 
come  lords  over  the  people  in  a  double  refpedt  ; — v 
then  men  will  not  dare  to  exprefs  the  Truth  ;  be- 
caufe  of  a  double  danger  of  being  heartily  curfed 
by  the  prieft,  and  feverely  punifhed  by  the  magi- 
ftrate  ;  the  mind  being  thus  crampt  in  her  6perati- 
ons,  turns  fervile  in  her  affeCtions  ;  the  confequence 
is  ignorance  and  bondage. 

This  alliance  alfo  makes  the  teachers  indolent  in 
the  difeharge  of  the  moll  material  part  of  their  du¬ 
ty  ;  which  is  to  inftruCl  men  in  the  Principles  of 
knowledge,  and  free  their  minds  from  the  power 

of  ignorance.- - This  they  cannot  do  without 

iirlf  teaching  them  the  rights  of  private  judg¬ 
ment,  and  the  liberty  they  have  of  judging  for 
themfelves  in  all  things  which  refpeCt  the  confci- 
ence.  But  when  their  advantage  does  not  rife 
from  their  inftru&ing  mankind,  but  in  keeping 
them  ignorant  of  their  true  intereft,  they  will  fel- 
dom  be  difpofed  to  teach  them  what  would  foon 

let  them  into  the  fecrets  of  their  policy. - — 

For  did  men  underhand  their  own  liberties,  the 
clergy  would  have  no  affes  to  ride  upon  to  car-, 
xy  them  to  riches  and  preferment. 

■ '  ,  ‘  ;  if 
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If  mankind  confidered  themfelves  equally  con¬ 
cerned  with  what  pertained  to  their  confciencc, 
and  that  they  mull  anfwer  for  themfelves  in  the 
day  of  judgment,  they  would  never  give  confent 
to  fuch  an  alliance,  where  the  right  of  individu¬ 
als  to  judge  for  themfelves  in  matters  of  the  lad 
confequence  is  entirely  taken  away. 

It  matters  not  a  pin  what  religion  it  is  that  is 
edabifhed  ;  for  if  the  civil  power  would  make  a 
law  for  circumcifion,  and  annex  emoluments  to  it, 
the  prophets  would  train  affes  to  fubmit  to  the 
II  a  very. 

Even  among  dilfenters,  where  the  clergy  get  mo¬ 
ney  onlv  by  voluntary  confent,  it  is  evident  that 
too  many  men  of  hypocritical  and  corrupt  prin¬ 
ciples  do  creep  into  thefe  livings  :  And  though 
many  more  make  a  pretty  good  figure  of  chriftia- 
nity  in  common  calm  times  ;  yet  when  Balak, 
tempts,  or  perfecution  threatens,  they  give  way. 

— - - None  but  a  true  minider  of  Jefus  Chrill 

will  venture  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  the  fheep, 

or  for  their  privileges  and  liberties; - and 

this  number  is  generally  very  fmall,  while  the 
others  are  very  numerous,  by  reafon  they  have  fo 
much  encouragment ;  for  there  is  fcarce  a  man, 
of  ever  fo  mean  a  character,  who  aflumes  the 
prophet,  but  will  find  plenty  of  affes  to  anfwer 
his  purpofe. 

But  who  would  think  that  any  of'this  charac¬ 
ter  could  be  found  in  America,  the  very  toall  of 
nations  for  pretenfions  to  freedom  and  liberty  ? 

‘  — Yet,  true  it  is,  herein  we  may  find 

/laves  in  abundance  ;  and  more  particularly  in  this 
province.  Here  we  fhall  find  men  called  freehol¬ 
ders,  voting  contrary  to  their  confciences,  bear¬ 
ing  burdens  like  Iffachar  through  their  own  floth 

and  want  of  fpirit. - Here  we  may  find 

judices  of  the  peace  who  dare  not  difeharge  their 

confciences,  nor  make  ufe  of  their  own  judgments 
to  adminider  judice,  for  fear  of  the  power  and 

frowns  of  lawyers, - Here  ,  we  dial!  find 

men 
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men  called  free-thinkers  conforming  to  other  men’s 

creeds. - Here  you  may  find  oaths  and  teds 

impofed  to  keep  conlcientious  good  men  from  ferv- 

ing  the  publick. - And  here  you  may  alfo  find 

many  of  the  Tons  of  Balaam  to  break  the  ftubborn 
and  perverie  temper  of  untra&able  affes,  having 
in  cuftody  all  the  trapping  and  furniture  fitting  to 

keep  them  an  order. - —Here  you  find  fome 

daggering  under  a  burden  of  taxes  ; - * 

Some  under  reftraint?  not  to  fpeak,  or  even  fwear 
the  truth  ;  fome  with  articles  of  religion,  fome 
with  lefts,  fome  with  creeds  and  covenants,  and 
fome  with  oaths  ;  and  upon  the  top  of  thefe  bur¬ 
dens,  in  order  to  guide  the  affes,  fome  of  Balaam’s 
children  always  fitting  :  Who,  at  every  threatning 
of  their  tyrannical  matters,  after  flatting  a  little, 
returning  and  faying,  Are  not  we  thine  affes,  upon 
which  thou  haft  ridden  ever  fince  we  were  thine  ? 

The  END. 

P.  S.  There  is  one  thing  more  that  I  think  ne- 
ceftary  to  inform  the  publick  of,  which  is  this  ; 
When  we  were  fo  difcour^ged  and  attacked  by  our 
officers,  Scotch  merchants  and  Balaams,  as  you 
may  fee  before,  and  at  the  meeting  of  21ft  of 
May,  No.  VII,  We  at  that  meeting  came  .to  a 
relolution,  that  if  the  governor  was  againft  us, 
and  we  could  get  no  redrefs  no  way,  we  would, 
rather  than  rife  ill  riots,  agree  not  to  go  to  law 
at  all,  but  leave  our  Differences  to  arbitrations ; 
and  accordingly  we  had  a  fubfcription  paper  for 
that  purpofe :  But  when  it  was  read,'  our  oppof- 
ers  feemed  to  refen t  it  as  more  criminal  than  all 
we  ever  had  done  before.  -Howel,  who 

waited  on  the  Governor  at  Brunfwick,  had  this  pa¬ 
per  with  him  ;  and  as  he  was  complaining  of  the 
court,  &c.  the  governor  fays  to  him,  Why  does 
the  people  go  to  law  one  with  another  ?  if  they 
get  fo  little  jdftice  arthe  law,  can’t  they  leave  their 
^differences  to  arbitration. 


Howel 


(  *03  ) 

Howel  replies,  We  intend  to  do  fo,  and  have 
a  paper  drawn  up  for  that  purpofe ;  which,  if 
your  Excellency  pleafes,  you  may  perufe,  and  give 

it  your  approbation. - The  Governor  read  it, 

and  got  in  as  great  a  paffion  with  it  as  our  offi¬ 
cers  did  ;  and  ordered  Howel  to  burn  it, - . 

which  I  fuppofe  he  did  ;  for  it  was  never  feen 
among  us  fince. - But  at  our  laft  fitting  in  A /Terri¬ 

bly,  we  having  fent  a  bill  to  the  >  'Cr  houfe  for 
a  Tingle  juftice  to  try  Five  Pound  da  Hill  lay¬ 
ing  greater  Penalties  on  lawyer:  lor  extortion, 
and  for  better  explaining  the  former  law  in  that 
cafe; — But  as  the  bills  were  detained,  the  fame  ex¬ 
pedient  prefented  itfclf  to  the  members,  and  a 
large  number  out  of  the  houfe  cbncluded  to  enter 
into  fuch  a  refolution,  to  recommend  it  to  their 
conllituents  not  to  trouble  the  law  at  all,  and  fo 
ilarve  out  our  adverfaries,  fimilar  to  the  general 
refolutions  of  non- importation  of  Britifh  goods. — - 
Eut  many  being  taken  lick,  and  the  Governor  dif- 
folving  them,  every  one  being  in  a  hurry  home,  I 
fuppofe  it  was  forgot. 

I  being  informed  that  the  very  fame  thing  was 
on  foot  in  feveral  counties  In  Maryland,  and  on 
my  relation  of  thefe  motions  with  us,  the  Mary¬ 
landers  beged  me  to  pufh  that  motion,  for  that  if 
ever  it  took  place  in  one  province  it  would  take 
immediately  in  all ;  for  that  the  Opprcffion  we  fu- 
Itain  by  the  lawyers  combinations,  and  ufurpations 
over  the  law,  and  ingroffing  the  whole  bufinefs 
of  the  courts  into  their  own  power,  is  one  of  the 
greater  evils  we  labour  under,  and  are  in  danger 
of  ;  therefore  I  have  accordingly  added  this  to  re¬ 
mind  our  members,  and  their  conllituents  to  give 
them  in  charge,  not  to  forget  this  another  time. 

The  reader  may  eafily  obferve,  the  forego¬ 
ing  piece  to  be  an  unlinifhed  work,  not  only  be- 
caule  the  feene  is  not  ended,  but,  even  fo  far  as 
vve  have  gone,  it  is  like  a  rich  lady  llriped  of 
her  rich  attire  and  ornaments,  and  reduced  to  the 

habit 
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habit  of  a  Have ;  or  like  a  confufed  handful  of 

rich  kernels  picked  out  of  ‘;he  fheels. - The 

occafion  of  which  was  the  neceffity  we  were  in  to 
pick  out  only  the  mod  material  parts  of  what 
would  have  afforded  a  much  larger  and  neceffa- 
ry  piece,  and  that  not  only  to  fave  the  ex¬ 
pence,  but,  in  reality,  becaufe  we  were  pinched  for 
time  and  opportunity.  "  So  that  we  expeCt 
this  affair  will  not  end  without  further  particu¬ 
lars  worthy  mtice ;  which,  perhaps,  will  be 

hereafter  pubikaed  with  a  fecond  edition  of  this, 
with  an  addition  of  its  ornaments  and  attire. 

To  fill  up  this  lad  half  fleet,  we  will  add  fo 
much  of  a  piece  that  our  Governor  fent  to  our 
lad  affembly  as  we' .can  infert  in  it;  which 
will  fliow  that  our  jealoufies  of  the  bad  application 
of  the  publick  money  were  well  grounded  ;  the 
piece  is  as  follows,  viz. 

North-Carolina ,  Nervier n,  Qftoher  31  v  1769. 
t  H  E  FaCl  is  too  well  known  to  admit  of  a 
Denial,  that  in  a  long  Courle  of  Years  pad, 
great  Sums  of  the  Public  Money  have  been  loft 
by  the  Negligence  or  Xnfolvency  of  Sheriffs,  and 
other  Collectors,  with  their  Sureties. 

And  it  is  preiumed,  that  in  the  fame  Courfe 
of  Time,  confiderable  Sums -have  funk,  after  they 
were  lodged  in  the  Pulic  Treafury,  whereof  no  Ac¬ 
count  has  hitherto  been  made. 

A  Law  of  this  Province,  lately  palfed  will,  if 
executed  with  Vigour,  probably,  in  agreatMeafure, 
prevent,  for  the  Ti  ue  to  come,  the  firft  of  thefe  Mif- 
chtefs  ;  and  a  Law  to  prevent  the  latter,  might  be 
of  great  public  Utility,  for  Mankind  never  part 
with  their  Money,  either  for  private  or  public  Be¬ 
nefit,  fo  readily,  as  when  affured  that  it  muft  be  ho- 
neftly  applied  for  the  Purpofes  intended. 

A  con  ft  ant,  regular,  plain,  and  uniform  Me¬ 
thod  of  keeping  the  Books  of  Accounts  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Revenue,  and  of  dating  and  fettling  rhefe  Ac¬ 
counts,  may  prevent  fuch  Abufes,  and  make  it 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  em¬ 
bezzle  the  Public  Money.-™—— 


w  'V 
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